
 
November has been a very 
busy month.  In the next 
weeks I will be putting out 
more information on up-
coming events.  Don't for-
get the Oratorical Contest 
at your Post levels.  The 
Department Oratorical will 
be held in Stuttgart on Sat-
urday, 21 February 2010, in 
the Community Center. 
 
I want to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a 
Happy, healthy, New Year. 
  
For God and Country 
  
Robert Gray 
  

Hello my fellow Legion-
naires.  I hope all is well 
with you and your families. 
 
I wish to thank all for having 
a safe and enjoyable Thanks-
giving without incident.  I 
thank the Posts who had 
Thanksgiving activities, and 
for looking out for those 
who did not had the pleas-
ure of having family mem-
bers or friends close by.  I 
want to thank the Depart-
ment of France officers and 
committee members for 
their outstanding contribu-
tions to the betterment and 
fulfillment of this depart-
ment. 
 
When talking to Post Com-
manders and comrades, 
spirits are high and the will-
ingness to step to the plate 
is on the rise.  I want to 
thank everyone for support-
ing the Four Pillars of the 
American Legion; Ameri-
canism, Children and 
Youth, National Security 
and Foreign Relations, and 
Veteran Affairs and Reha-
bilitation. 
 
On 3 November I talked to 
GR03 Commander, Edward 
Sherman, about the storage 
of the Department historical 
artifacts.  We came to the 

conclusion to move these 
artifacts to GR01.  I also 
contacted Vice Commander 
James Dennis, on the status 
of GR45.  Vice Commander 
Dennis is waiting for paper-
work to come in.  Iõm 
pleased with his progress so 
far.  On 8 November I vis-
ited GR03for their mem-
bership drive at the PX and 
commissary.  The Boy 
Scouts assisted as well as 
parents and friends.  GR03 
is well established in the 
community.  On 11 No-
vember, Veterans Day, we 
attended a ceremony at the 
Lorraine American Ceme-
tery in St. Avold, France.  It 
was a true honor to be 
there.  After the ceremony 
we attended a luncheon at 
GR01.  On 21 November, I 
and VCAL Kane had the 
privilege of hosting Paris 
Post FR01s elections.  It 
was my honor to do so.  
The new commander of 
FR01 is Clarita Geoghegan.  
A reception followed the 
elections.  On 28 Novem-
ber I attended a Thanksgiv-
ing Day celebration at 
GR79 that was great.  Also 
in attendance were VCAL 
Kane, Judge Advocate Mike 
Young, Historian Eric 
Thoresen and Angie Rive-
ron from Post GR01.  
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POST HAPPENINGS 

Below is a partial listing of 
Post and their General Mem-
bership Meetings. If you 
would like to attend a Post 
meeting, please contact the 
respective Commander and/
or the Adjutant. 

GR01: 1st & 3rd Wednesday 
monthly, Post Home  

GR03: 1st Thursday monthly 
Post Home 

GR06: 2nd Wednesday 
monthly Post Home 

GR07: 1st Tuesday monthly 
Post Home 

GR13: 3rd Saturday monthly 
Post Home 

GR14: Second Wednesday 
of the month Post Home 

GR42: Third Sunday of the 
month Post Home 

GR79: Second Saturday of 
the month Post Home 

GR1982: Third Wednesday 
of the month Post Home 

PO01: Third Wednesday of 
the month Past Com. House 

IR03: First Saturday in April, 
first Sat. in Oct for elections 

DEPARTMENT   SERVICE 
OFFICER 
Good Day Comrades, 
 
I would like to start the New 
Year off on the right foot but I 
need your help to do this.  I 
need the following information 
for each Post Service Officer: 
Post #: 
Name: 
Address: 
Phone #: 
Email: 
Please send your information 
to: 
George T. Hall 
hallgt@yahoo.com 
Your DSO is here to Help 
VA CLAMS, SSA, DFAS 

Webmaster Site 
 
I would like to ask all members of the Department of 
France to tell me what they would like to see on our official 
web site:  www.AmerLegionDeptFrance.org 
Please send your recommendations to me by email at: 
crlhl@hotmail.com  with òDept Websiteó as the subject 
line.  Please also copy the Department Adjutant. 
I met with Department Commander Gray during our Paris 
Post #1 November meeting and we discussed the future of 
our website.  We would like to improve our site to help 
our Legion Family communicate and be better informed.  I 
like the improved National website www.Legion.org  and 
will work during the winter holidays to improve our site.  
We can reorganize the Home Page so it will be the center 
of information with links to National and Department 
memorandums and new information. 

 I will research how to create a dedicated Department of 
France FACEBOOK link which we could use like the Na-
tional team to have a link to òBlogó on Legion subjects of 
interest.  Iõve learned over the last year that FACEBOOK 
has virtually replaced standard emails with my friends in 
the USA.  No one emails anymore, they talk to each other 
by FACEBOOK.  Let us know your ideas that will help our 
Department communications. 

I would also like to ask all members of the Department of 
France to include our website address in as many venues of 
correspondence as possible.  For instance, on your email 
signature blocks; your Post Letterhead; your Legion busi-
ness cards; your 2010 Post calendars and Post Websites. 

If you have a Post website that is not yet linked on the De-
partment website please let me know if you want it added 
(I suppose this request should come from your Post Com-
mander / Adjutant). 

Look at the top right corner of the National website 
www.Legion.org.  There is a òREGISTERó link.  Please 
register with your American Legion member number to get 
òMembers Onlyó access and special information. 

Please stay motivated to increase our Department member-
ship.  If we can communicate together improving our own 
website we have a better change of increasing our Legion 
membership.  
 
Carl Hale 
Webmaster 

departmentadjutant@gmail.com 

Oratorical 
 
The Department of France 
High School Oratorical Con-
test will be held in Stuttgart at 
the Community Center on 
Saturday, 20 February 2010.  
The contest will begin at 1300 
hrs. and each Post that has a 
participant should insure that 
their candidate arrives no later 
than 1200 hrs. 
 
The winner of this competition 
will be eligible for participa-
tion in the National Contest 
held on 10 April 2010 in Indi-
anapolis, Indiana. 
 
Any Post who needs more in-
formation on the High School 
Oratorical Contest can go to 
the National web site or con-
tact the Department Oratorical 
Director at the below email.  
In addition, any Post who 
needs help with hosting their 
own competition can also con-
tact the Department Director. 
 
Douglas Clemence 
Oratorical Director 
Dclemence@aol.com 

mailto:hallgt@yahoo.com
http://www.AmerLegionDeptFrance.org
mailto:crlhl@hotmail.com
http://www.Legion.org
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S omeone recently told me they 
thought I had òbitten off more than 
I could chewó.  They were wrong!  However, I am very 
busy, so I donõt have time to play word games.  Here are a 
few things to consider when you contact me: 
 
1. If you are telling me about a problem you see, provide 
me all the information.  In the example here, I had no idea 
which Post roster was incorrect.  Since we were conversing 
in email, I assumed that was the òrosteró the individual 
meant.  After I heard nothing back for several days, I 
thought I had answered the problem. 
 
The Post Roster for XXXX is incorrect. Comrade YYYYYYYYYY has 
been the Post Commander for the past two years. 
 
As it turned out, after an early morning phone call on a 
Sunday, I finally figured out that our Department website 
had the Past Commanders name still listed.  What would it 
have taken to write? 
 
The Post Roster for XXXX is incorrect on the Department website. 
Comrade YYYYYYYYYY has been the Post Commander for the past 
two years. 
 
2. If we start a conversation via email, donõt wait four 
days and then call me early Sunday morning and then hang 
up on me.  Sunday is the Lords Day and I try to keep it. 
 
3. When you request information about an issue please be 
patient and believe that I am working on it and will get back 
to you.  If I ask for information or clarification on some-
thing, please donõt get an attitude or ignore me.  I have 
asked for a reason, which is normally in the first email I 
send. 
 

K_qmf_nn_l 
 
The cutoff for having newsletter items to me was publicized 
back in September.  This will be fully enforced on 1 Janu-
ary 2010.  If you plan to send input for the newsletter, get 
it done early, donõt wait for a reminder from me because 
there will not be one.  Normally, all Department Officers 
should provide input for the Department Newsletter.  This 
is your opportunity to let your Post know what are doing.   

 
J_g\_lmbcj 

 
I plan to publish a spreadsheet soon so we can see where 

weõre at.  Weõve met the 75% goal 
to National with the next transmittal 
I am sending.  National knows it is 

coming, and will count it as being there.  We need to start a 
big push on renewals.  Check your ògreenlineó report and 
see who has not renewed and contact them.  Get Members 
in your Post involved.  Pass out lists at your next Post meet-
ing with contact information for renewals.  Invite them to 
Post functions.  On another note within Membership, I will 
be sending out an approved format for Posts to use for their 
Transmittals.  You will be able to fill it out digitally or 
manually, but we need to get some uniformity. 
 

2010 @ihp_hncih 
 
Post Commanders and Adjutants need to start polling their 
Membership to find out who is interested in visiting Ireland.  
I believe that we can have a good and productive Conven-
tion, spend some quality time in Comradeship, and see some 
of the beautiful Emerald Island.  Karin and I have already 
booked our flight and will be arriving one day in advance to 
insure everything is ready for your Convention.  See you 
there! 
 

T>KQBA:  Lh_ Sc]_ @igg[h^_l 
 
Our Department still needs someone to step up and be a 
Vice Commander.  The three Posts that do not have an as-
signed Vice Commander are:  GR03, GR05 and GR07.  This 
is an easy one folks.  There has to be someone out there that 
will òstep up to the plateó.  Contact:  Commander Gray, 
VCAL Kane, or Adjutant Fleming. 
 

Cch[ffs 
 
I have been trying to stay neutral in the Department, but I 
must tell you, the Bull needs to stop.  The personality crap 
needs to stop.  We ALL need to work for the betterment of 
the Department of France, otherwise, whatõs the purpose of 
the Departments existence.  Everyone needs to pull out your 
Membership Card and READ the first and last sentences:  
For God and Country We Associate Ourselves Together 
for the Following Purposes: and, to consecrate and sanctify 
our comradeship by our devotion to mutual helpful-
ness. 
 
John D. Fleming 
òFor God and Country, Still Servingó 

From the Adjutantõs Desk 



VCAL CORNER 
 

Itõs been a hectic month with lots of activity at home and at other Posts.  My first port of call was with my Post Officers to discuss 
plans for the 2010 Department Convention and we are confident that we can deliver to everyoneõs satisfaction next June. 
 
On 7 November I was attended the Memorial Service for the Irish Soldiers who died in 1960 while on duty in the Congo as part of the 
U.N. peace keeping contingent.  The Service was held in Dublin and was also officially recognized by the US Government, who had 
Lt. Col Shawn Purvis lay a wreath.  I can recall the day the bodies of the Soldiers came home to Dublin.  I was in Jervis Street Hospital 
having my appendix removed and could hear the sound of the muffled drums being played in the funeral procession through our capi-
tal streets.  Later that day I took a train to Tralee, County Kerry, to join with members of IR02 in another memorial on Sunday, 8 
November, for all Irish troops who gave their lives for peace throughout the World. 
 
Tuesday, 10 November I arrived in Germany to attend the Veterans Day ceremony at the Lorraine American Cemetery in St. Avold, 
France along with other Department Officers and Posts Members and then back to GR01 who once again provided us all with good 
food.  Next day I had a very fruitful meeting with Adjutant John Fleming reference the 2010 Department Convention in Ireland, 16-
20 June 2010 at the Royal Hotel, Bray County Wicklow. 
 
Friday, 13 November I joined Stephen Ward, GR01, and members of the VFW on a trip to Rokycany in the Czech Republic.  I took 
the Department of France American Legion Flag with me and it was carried at every function over the next four days.  The VFW 
members were very kind to me and I wish to thank each and every one of them.  I flew back to Dublin on 16 November and was off 
again on the 20th, this time to Paris for their Annual General Meeting and Elections.  Department Commander Gray was also present 
and we carried out the elections and Robert installed the new Officers.  There was a big attendance boosted by the many Friends of 
the American Legion.  Clarita Geoghegan was re-elected Post Commander.  The event concluded with lunch cooked by Clarita and 
gladly eaten by those present who gobbled the 10 Kilo turkey. 
 
Next stop was IR63 and our own Annual General Membership Meeting, which was attended by 46% of our members.  Not many 
changes at Officer level.  Brian Charters is still the "boss", otherwise called the Post Commander.  Armida Flores, who recently 
joined the Post, is our new Chaplain.  After elections, we retired to the Dining Room, which was decorated in a lovely Thanksgiving 
Fashion.  The meal was great and everyone won a prize in the raffle, including our guests, Anthony Joseph OõReilly, Jack Grenadier 
Boyce, Lt. Col Shawn Purvis, USA Military Attaché to Ireland and his wife Jill. 
 
My final port of call in November was another Thanksgiving Dinner, this time at the Post home of GR79.  There were 91 people 
there and all enjoyed themselves including Department Judge Advocate Mike Young and Department Commander Robert Gray.  I 
bought 12 tickets in the Raffle and only won 7 prizes.  Next morning I had another early start to get my flight back to Dublin and 
home to chill out in a very wet Ireland. 
 
I hope that everyone is preparing for the visit to Ireland.  Again I appeal to you all to let me know the number of people travelling 
from each Post before 31 December.  If you require any info or brochures, just ask and we will supply them.  We are currently open-
ing a separate bank account for the Convention, hence the delay in letting you have that information.  We hope to have our Post web-
site up and running on 10 December and we will give info as it becomes available, in regards meeting agenda, so you can plan your 
spare time. We are meeting again on Wednesday, 2 December. 
 
To all Posts, I ask you to push the membership up between now and Christmas. As the winter cold begins to bite, make sure that all 
our older members have sufficient heat in their homes at all times.  Itõs the least we can do for our older members. 
 
I am looking forward to another busy month in December and I wish you all a Happy and peaceful Christmas.  Surely a sign of the 
times in Ireland is the request to Hospitals run by Religious Orders to remove the Cribs, as it is deemed to be anti Muslim,  Surely it 
should be a case of  "when in Rome, do as the Romans," but the Cribs had to be removed last year.  
 
If your Post has any problems and needs help, please contact me, your Vice Commander or Commander Robert Gray, as we are here 
to help you. 
 
For God and Country 
Liam Kane. 



Chaplainõs Page 
Special Days/Legion Events: 7th- Remember Pearl Harbor (Dec 7, 1941); 15th- Bill of Rights Day; 20th- Invasion of Panama (Operation Just 
Cause-1989); 31st- New Yearõs Eve 
Christian Religious Days:  6th- St. Nicholas Day & 2nd Sunday of Advent; 8th- Immaculate Conception (Cath); 12th- Advent Fast begins (Orth); 
21st Yule; 25th- Christmas; 27th Feast of the Holy Family (Cath); 28th- Holy Innocents; 31st Watch Night 
Jewish Holidays (Year 5770): 11th (Sunset)-19th- HANUKAH  
Islamic Holidays: 18th Al Hijra (First day of the New Year); 27th Ashura.  
Please visit the church, temple, synagogue or mosque of your choice. 
 
Post Everlasting reported from Oct 30th to November 28th: 

George Hall, GR-03 
Shawn Ashe, GR-42 
Doug Clemence, GR-06 
Nola Maloney, GR-03 and Past Department Commander 
John H. Miller, GR-1982 and PDC & present Dept Alt NECman 
Phil Gatchell, GR-03 
Edward Hayes, GR-03 
Kenneth Grasser, GR-09 
Brenda Dearborn, Dept of Maine present Americanism Chair and 
past chaplain 
Harold M. Wild, GR-13 
Ronald (Ron) Hansen, GR-06 
Marlene Watson, Widow of GR-13 charter member William 
Watson 
Paul Johnson, Dept of Wyoming 3rd District VC and Past Chap-
lain 
Larry òYard Dogó Ewerds, GR-07 
Edwin F. Hoffman, GR-13 
Robert Downs, GR-79 
Brian Charters, IR-63 

Prayers for the Sick: 

Michelle Gerdeman, daughter of Comrade John Gerdeman, Sr. 
GR-07 
Harry Hall, GR-42 
Isadore Pink, GR-07 
Niece of Comrade Dave Mendez, GR-01 
Cyndia, wife of Comrade Dan Halsey, GR-03 
Marie-Anne Godefroid, wife of Comrade Carl Hale, FR-01 
James W. Johnson, 
Mike Paguia, GR-03 
Jerry Deaver, GR-07 
Rose Jeffries, GR-07 
Harry Jeffries, GR-07 
Gorrell Cheek, GR1982 
Dick Knoll, GR-09 
Kevin Murphy, GR05 
Bill Tilman, GR14 
George Davis, GR42 
Michael Umland, GR-06 and Past Department Commander 
A. òRayó Cline, GR14 
Joe D. Brown, GR42, IPDC and Department Vice Commander 

are undergoing, were undergoing or were scheduled for, medical treatment.  
 
No other deaths or other illnesses were reported to me, but we continue to pray for those comrades, family members and friends of the Legion 
who have passed away or are ill.  

Greetings Comrades, Sisters and Brothers of the 
American Legion Family, 
 
Wow, what happened to 2009?  The year went 
by in a flash and all of a sudden there are less 
than 31 days to finish up all of the things that 
were planned and finally complete all of those 
òGood Intentionsó announced at the beginning 
of the year or at the acceptance of a new duty. 
Thank God for those blessings you and your 
family have received and pray to God for help in 
your endeavors for the rest of the year. 
 
There are many religious festivities that take 
place during the month of December.  Some we 
are familiar with, some that may seem strange 
to us, although a fellow veteran may adhere to 
the faith it incorporates.  A short description in 

alphabetical order: 
- Christian- Christmas, celebration of the birth 
of Our Lord and not Santa Claus as Coca Cola 
would have us believe.  During Advent, an 
additional candle is lit on the four Sundays 
preceding Christmas. 
- Islam- AL Hijra- Commemorates the Hijjra 
or migration of Mohammed from Mecca to 
Medina in 622 A.D. which led to the establish-
ment of the Muslim Community.  Gifts are 
exchanged and stories told of Mohammed and 
his companions.  
- Jewish- HANUKAH celebrates the rededica-
tion of the Temple in Jerusalem after it was 
won back from the Syrian Greeks in 164 BC. 
A special eight branched candlestick with eight 
candles where one on the first evening, two on 
the second, etc. are lit in celebration. 

 
The main thing I want to bring to mind is that 
The American Legion serves all veterans and 
their families regardless of religion or religious 
belief.  It is a season to think about our loved 
ones and friends and it is a time of reflection 
and prayer for the good that we have received.  
 
It is also a time to think about those who may 
not be as fortunate as we are.  We may be able 
to celebrate with family and friends, but others 
may not be able to do so.  Look around at our 
Veterans and Post membership and ensure that 
every one of them is remembered and in-
cluded in our celebrations, as well as those 
who may have lost partners, be sick or in 
homes.  
 



I wish all of you a very blessed December and a wonderful New Year. 
May all of your wishes that are good for you be granted.  Just remem-
ber that Christmas and HANUKAH are religious ceremonies.  Keep the 
amount of your credit card debt and Lay-a-Ways at zero or as low as 
possible, so that your New Year will also be happy. 
 
A special note for Department and Post chaplains, or if none is available 
in the Post, the Post Commander or Adjutant:  Please send me an email 
so that I have your email address concerning information from the Sep-
tember Chaplains Conference- Ref. Chaplain.  Thanks in advance for 

your kind cooperation. 
 
May God bless you and your family and keep all safe.  God bless our 
servicemen and women, as well as their families, no matter where they 
serve. 
 

Rev. Ronald Moore,  

Dept of France Chaplain 

Home: 0049-(0)6196-569027 

Mobile: 0049-(0)172-7417812 

Comrades, 
 
The American Legion Riders and the RVLC participated in the  
Veterans Day ceremonies in St Avold, France on 11 November. 
This is our second year and although the weather was a cool 35  
plus, rainy and uncomfortable, we had 25 bikes of all types  
make the ride.  They are all Veterans and I thank you all for brav-
ing the weather to make the trip and to help us celebrate this 
honored event. 
 
Upon our return trip to Germany, many of us stopped at GR01  
Legion Post home on ROB for refreshments, conversation, to  
warm up and get something to eat. 
 
Although itõs been many years since these fallen Veterans were  
interned at St Avold, there are still loved ones that are remem-
bered. Please read the following short story of Staff Sergeant 
Odell (Sonny) M. Bascom who gave his life in September 1944 
and a photo of his burial location. 
 
Thank you Ken & Debbie for sharing this story with us! 
 
Staff Sergeant Odell (Sonny) M. Bascom, was the great uncle of 
my wife, Debbie (Pierce) Clifton.  She never knew him or had 
the opportunity to meet him.  He was killed during WWII, on 
19 September 1944 while on a bombing mission to Darmstadt- 
Limburg, Germany.  His aircraft, tail number 43-38209, was 
listed as FTR (Failed to Return) due to AA ( Anti-Aircraft fire) 
and crashed near Oberstein, Germany.  There were 8 KIA and 1 
POW.  I was able to get this information from the book, 
Helton's Hellcats, A Pictorial History Of The 493rd Bomb 
Group, by Martin W. Bowman and Truett Lee Woodall, Jr.  
One half Choctaw Indian, he was the youngest of 4 children born 
in southeast Oklahoma near the town of Red Oak.  He enlisted 
in the Army Air Corp in California.  The family isn't sure why he 
was in California, probably working.  And the exact date of 
enlistment  isn't known.  He was assigned to the 860th Bomber 
Squadron, 493rd Bomber Group Heavy.  The 860th Bomber 
Squadron, 493rd Bomber Group, Heavy was stationed in East 
Anglia at Debach, England.  Officially called U.S. Army Air 
Force Station 152 Debach, Suffolk, England.  This was the last 
8th Air Force heavy bomber station to become operational. 
Originally equipped with B-24 Liberators the group later transi-

tioned to B-17's on 8 September, 1944.  I believe Sonny joined 
the 860th in April of 1944.  He was a Flight Engineer/top turret 
gunner on the B-17 when he was shot down.  
 
For God and Country, 
 
Eddie Kane 
ALR Director 
 

Legion Riders 



Legion Riders, RVLC and Legion Members and friends at 
Lorraine American Cemetery, St. Avold, France on Veterans 
Day, 11 November 2009. 



SAL Detachment of France wreath laid at the Lorraine American Cemetery in Saint Avold for Veterans Day 2009. 

Scouting Report 

Still sharing a commitment to citizenship in the Community and 
Nation, members of the Transatlantic Council joined with the 
American Legion and participated in Veterans Day ceremonies at 
military installations throughout the European theater, as well as 
visiting Americans interned in local community German Ceme-
teries (Friedhof).  Several military service families and Scouting 
parents who have long admired the Legion as well as other fellow 
Veterans organizations were curious and discussed the bottom 
line up front meaning and benefit of the Legion agenda and Five 
Pillars of the American Legion.  

 
With the U.S. Postal Service release of 
a new BSA First Class postage collector 
stamp on the celebration of Scoutingõs 
100 Birthday, the BSA is reminding 
Scouts to write a Veteran.  òVeterans are men and women who served in the 
military but are no longer active soldiers. During their careers, many fought 
overseas in defense of our democracy and freedom. Writing letters and send-
ing packages is a great way to remind them that, even though theyõre retired 
from the armed forces, weõre incredibly grateful for the service they gave to 
our nation.ó  Scouts have learned a great deal and have benefited from the Le-
gions ongoing Children and Youth programs. 
With the U.S. Postal Service release of a new BSA First Class postage collector 
stamp on the celebration of Scoutingõs 100 Birthday, the BSA is reminding 

Scouts to write a Veteran.  òVeterans are men and women who served in the military but are no longer 
active soldiers. During their careers, many fought overseas in defense of our democracy and freedom. 
Writing letters and sending packages is a great way to remind them that, even though theyõre retired 
from the armed forces, weõre incredibly grateful for the service they gave to our nation.ó  Scouts have 
learned a great deal and have benefited from the Legions ongoing Children and Youth programs. 
 


