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Hello my fellow Legion-
naires. | hope all is well
with you and your families contacted Vice Comma
James Dennis, on the st
I wish to thank all for havir of GR45. Vice Comma
a safe and enjoyable Thar Dennis is waiting for pap
giving without incident. | wor k t o co
thank the Posts who had pleased with his progres
Thanksgiving activities, anfar. On 8 November | vis-
for looking out for those  ited GRO3for their mem-
who did not had the pleas- bership drive at the PX a
ure of having family mem- commissary. The Boy ) .
bers or friends close by. | Scouts assisted as well a\g/eeks_ | wil be putting out
want to thank the Depart- parents and friends. GROX'® information on ,UD'
ment of France officers an is well established in the ©0MINg events. Don't for-
committee members for community. On 11 No- get the Oratorical Contest
their outstanding contribu- vember, Veterans Day, § your Post Ievels._ The_
tions to the betterment anc attended a ceremony at t gpartment Oratorical will

fulfillment of this depart- Lorraine American CemeX€ held in Stuttgart on Sat-

ment. tery in St. Avold, France.mrtd%/’ 21 Fek.)tru(a:ry ?0107 I"
was a true honor to be 1€ “ommunity Lenter.

When talking to Post Com there. After the ceremon%ﬁN

&pvember has been a very
usy month. In the next

ant to wish everyone a
erry Christmas and a
Happy, healthy, New Year.

manders and comrades, we attended a luncheon
spirits are high and the wil GR0O1. On 21 November
ingness to step to the platcand VCAL Kane had the
isontherise. |lwantto privilege of hosting Paris
thank everyone for suppor Post FRO1s elections. It
ing the Four Pillars of the was my honor to do so.
American Legion; Ameri- The new commander of
canism, Children and FRO1 is Clarita Geoghegan.
Youth, National Security A reception followed the
and Foreign Relations, ancelections. On 28 Novem-
Veteran Affairs and Reha- ber | attended a Thanksgin
bilitation. ing Day celebration at
GR79 that was great. Alsé=|
On 3 November | talked to in attendance were VCAL =

For God and Country

Robert Gray

Sherman, about the stora¢ Young, Historian Eric
of the Department historici Thoresen and Angie Rive-
artifacts. We came to the ron from Post GRO1.
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DEPARTMENT SERVICE
OFFICER
Good Day Comrades,

Webmaster Site

I would like to ask all members of the Department of
France to tell me what they would like to see on our
_ web sitewww.AmerLegionDeptFrance.org

Year off on the right foo_t bugease send your recommendations to me by email
need your help to do this. | cjpi@hotmail.cowi t h 0 Dept Webs i
need the following .mform_at'ﬂﬂe. Please also copy the Department Adjutant.

for each Post Service OffiCe{ o with Department Commander Gray during our
Post #: Post #1 November meeting and we discussed the fu

| would like to start the New

Name: _ our website. We would like to improve our site to he
Address._ our Legion Family communicate and be better inforn
Err;loa?ilt'a #. like the improved National welsite.Legion.orand

_ . will work during the winter holidays to improve our si
Please send your informatiofye can reorganize the Home Page so it will be the ¢
to: of information with links to National and Department

George T. Hall memorandums and new information.
hallgt@yahoo.com

Your DSO is here to Help
VA CLAMS, SSA, DFAS

| will research how to create a dedicated Departmer
France FACEBOOK link which we could use like the
) tional team to have a |
Oratorical interest. | 6ve | earned
has virtually replaced standard emails with my friend

The Department of France the USA. No one emails anymore, they talk to each o

H|gh School Oratorical Conby FACEBOOK. Let us know your ideas that will he
test will be held in Stuttgart Repartment communications.

the Community Center on | youid also like to ask all members of the Departme
Saturday, 20 February 2010zrance to include our website address in as many ve
The contest will begin at 13@@respondence as possible. For instance, on your
hrs. and each Post that has §gnature blocks; your Post Letterhead; your Legion

participant should insure tha{ess cards; your 2010 Post calendars and Post Wel
their candidate arrives no later

than 1200 hrs. ) y i
partment website please let me know if you want it g

The winner of this competitiéhSUPPose this request should come from your Post
will be eligible for participa- Mander / Adjutant).

tion in the National Contest | ook at the top right corner of the National website
held on 10 April 2010 in Indiyww.Legionory There is a ORE
anapolis, Indiana. register with your American Legion member number

OMembers Onlyo6 access a
Any Post who needs more in-

POST HAPPENINGS

Below is a partial listing of
Post and their General Mem-
bership Meetings. If you
offisi like to attend a Post
meeting, please contact the

atrespective Commander and/

PrivefdiuRs  t hoe
GRO1: 1st & 3rd Wednesday
pgﬁgthly, Post Home

tuse@d: 1st Thursday monthly
|p303t Home

N&skob: 2nd Wednesday
monthly Post Home

l€sR07: 1st Tuesday monthly
Lepder Home

GR13: 3rd Saturday monthly
Post Home

GR14: Second Wednesday
It &fthe month Post Home

%%5 2: Third Sunday.of the p
| o pdst Homd B 110 g 6

ast

over the |
79: Second Saturday of

t[ e month Post Home

her

pQﬁﬂf%Z: Third Wednesday

of the month Post Home

POPl: Third Wednesday of
Nt@fmonth Past Com. House
J'\HS? ﬂrst Saturday in April,
elflal

Sat. in Oct for elections

S

busi-
DSites.

If you have a Post website that is not yet linked on the De-

dE)ed
COEPARTMENT
OFFICERS (CON 1)

Historian

GEhicSThoreBeh, GRO1 N K .

to get
NEnaredCHfieer @ |
Gary Miller, GR06

formation on the High Scho@iease stay motivated to increase our Department membér-

Oratorical Contest can go tQship  |f we can communicate together improving ou

the National web site or congepsite we have a better change of increasing our L
tact the Department Oratorl?ﬁémbership.

Director at the below email.

In addition, any Post who 4/ Hale
needs help with hosting thei\;apmaster
own competition can also con-

tact the Department Director.

Douglas Clemence
Oratorical Director

departmentadjutant@gmail.com
Dclemence@aol.com

| AWMice Officer
€@8Brge Hall, GRO3

Judge Advocate
Michael Young, GRO1

Sergeantat-Arms
Hal Rittenberg

subj e

on
y

P

nf or
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SO . wedre at. We 6 v e
meone recentlytoldmetheyF I O0m t he Adj tbKadnal kitdts nexDrénsmital
thought | had obitten off mor e {tdmesending. National knows itis
| could chewo. They weconeng,vamdavill gount it asltmeivwgethere.r We néed @ star
busy, so | dondt have thiinge ptuos hp |oany rweonredw aglasme s .Ch e
few things to consider when you contact me: see who has not renewed and contact them. Get Membe

in your Post involved. Pass out lists at your next Post me
1. If you are telling me about a problem you see, pirgyeh contact information for renewals. Invite them to
me all the information. In the example here, | had rRostdanctions. On another note within Membership, | wil
which Post roster was incorrect. Since we were cobeessimijng out an approved format for Posts to use for th
in email, 1 assumed t haTransmiitads. Yoh will bé abte soffilleitroud digitailyeor i n
meant. After | heard nothing back for several daysphanually, but we need to get some uniformity.
thought | had answered the problem.

o 2010 @ hp_hncih

The Post Roster for XXXX is incorrect. Comrade YYYYYYYYYY has
been the Post Commander for the past two years. post Commanders and Adjutants need to start polling the

Membership to find out who is interested in visiting Irelan
As it turned out, after an early morning phone call gnp@jieve that we can have a good and productive Conver
Sunday, | finally figured out that our Department wefsitéspend some quality time in Comradeship, and see s
had the Past Commanders name still listed. What woe Beautiful Emerald Island. Karin and | have already
have taken to write? booked our flight and will be arriving one day in advance

o insure everything is ready for your Convention. See you
The Post Roster for XXXX iimtoer@stpartment wehgiee!

Comrade YYYYYYYYYY has been the Post Commander for the past
two years. T>KQBA: Lh_ Sc]_ @i ggl[|

2.1f we start a con vers gl be%rﬂtmé’n{ sfll neee(’j@%cjmleune t(Sjs?eB S’ptand‘ﬁéaai
days and then call me early Sunday morning and t 41 mander. The three Posts that do not have an a
up on me. Sunday is the Lords Day and | try to keesf?dﬁed Vice Commander are: GR03, GR05 and GRO7. T

. . . IS an easy one folks. There has to be someone out there
3. When you request information about an issue p(ﬁqsel‘: dstep up to the plat:é

patient and believe that | am working on it and will %Rﬁ%ane or Adjutant Fleming
to you. If | ask for information or clarification on some- ’ '

thing, please dondt get an attitude or ignore me
asked for a reason, which is normally in the first email | Cch[ffs
send.

| have been trying to stay neutral in the Department, but |
must tell you, the Bull needs to stop. The personality cra
needs to stop. We ALL need to work for the betterment c

he Department of France,

: : t n.
'tl)'hekc_utosff f?r h%wng_lr_ﬁwslglittgr |]Ee|r|ns tofme vc\i/as pll{ gclggﬁiartments existence. Everyone needs to pull outy
ack In septemboer. - 1his will be Tully entorced on -yya )ership Card and READ the first and last sentences:
ary 2010. If you plan to send input for the newslett%rgé d and Countie AssociateOurselveEagether

ithet=re vﬂll?u;]t lfe or?ea I(IoLméliy aI?DOeSa?trrt]ent ‘gl%fdr the ﬁol%\K/ing %’urﬂofe@ éna, P %dnselrdte®all sdhét
should provide input for the Department Newsletter Pmradeshlpby oudevotion to mutual helpful-

S
) . e
IS your opportunity to let your Post know what are d%lng.

K_gmf _nn _|

John D. Fleming
J_ g\ | mbcj oFor God and Country, Stil

| plan to publish a spreadsheet soon so we can see where



VCAL CORNER

[ month with | ots of acti viotdscusat ho

ltds been a ctic
t 2010 Department Convention and we are

he
pl ans for e

h

On 7 November | was attended the Memorial Service for the Irish Soldiers who died in 1960 while on dutyfththe Cong
U.N. peace keeping contingent. The Service was held in Dublin and was also officially recognized by the && Governn
Lt. Col Shawn Purvis lay a wreath. | can recall the day the bodies of the Soldiers came home to DuldaiHdspasin Jervi
having my appendix removed and could hear the sound of the muffled drums being played in the funeral papcession tr
tal streets. Later that day | took a train to Tralee, County Kerry, to join with members of IR02 in anotheayy&morial on ¢
November, for all Irish troops who gave their lives for peace throughout the World.

Tuesday, 10 November | arinv&@rmany to attend the Veterans Day ceremony at the Lorraine American Cemetery in St
France along with other Department Officers and Posts Members and then back to GR0O1 who once again provided us
food. Next day | had a very fruitful meeting with Adjutant John Fleming reference the 2010 Department Ca@6vention in
20 June 2010 at the Royal Hotel, Bray County Wicklow.

Friday, 13 November | joined Stephen Ward, GR01, and members of the VFW on a trip to Rokycany in the Czech Reg
the Department of France American Legion Flag with me and it was carried at every function over the next four days.
members were very kind to me and | wish to thank each and every one of them. | flew back to Dublin on 16 Novembe
again on the2ehis time to Paris for their Annual General Meeting and Elections. Department Commander Gray was a
and we carried out the elections and Robert installed the new Officers. There was a big attendance boaigefl by the m:
the American Legion. Clarita Geoghegagle@edd®ost Commander. The event concluded with lunch cooked by Clarita
gladly eaten those present who gobbled the 10 Kilo turkey.

Next stop was IR63 and ourdawinal General Membership Meeting, which was attended by 46% of our members. Not n
changes at Officer level. Brian Charters isksigkth@therwise called the Post Commander. Armida Flores, who recently
joined the Post, is our new Chaplain. After elections, we retired to the Dining Rodecovdiaxh iwaslovely Thamkggiv
Fashion. The meal was great and everyone woh alerpri z
Boyce, Lt. Col Shawn Purvis, USA Military Attaché to Ireland and his wife Jill.

My final port of call in November was another Thanksgiving Dinrarihiei®ostdhome of GR79. There were 91 people
there and all enjoyed themselves including DepartrAenbdat®like Young and Department Commander Robert Gray. |
bought 12 tickets in the Raffle and only won 7 prizes. Nexbhawbamotper early start to get my flight back ta@ublin a
home to chill out in a very wet Ireland.

| hope that everyone is preparing for the visit to Ireland. Again | appeal to you all to let me know theawdiiniger of people
from each Post before 31 December. If you require any info or brochures, just ask and we will supply theapenWe are c
ing a separate bank account for the Convention, hence the delay in letting you have that information. Vétvireipe to havi
site up and running on 10 December and we will give info as it becomes available, in regards meeting agenda, so you
spare time. We are meeting again on Wednesday, 2 December.

To all Posts, | ask you to push the membership up between now and Christmas. As the winter cold beginsdb bite, mak
our ol der members have sufficient heat in their home

| am looking forward to another busy month in December and | wish you all a Happy and pSacelyleCligistaidbe
times in Ireland is the request to Hospitals run by Religious Orders to remove the Cribs, as it is deemeslybie anti Mus
should be a casévdien in Rome, de the Romans,"” but the Cribs had to be removed last year.

If your Post has any problems and needs help, please contact me, your Vice Commander or Commander Robert Gray
to help you.

For God and Country
Liam Kane.



Chaplaindos Page
Special Days/Legion Eventst™- Remember Pearl Harbor (Dec 7, 19#%4Bill6f Rights Day"2thvasion of Panama (Operation Just
Causd989); 3k New Year ds Eve
Christian Religious Days 6" St. Nicholas Day ®3unday of Adverit; Bhmaculate Conception (Cattf) Atirent Fast begins (Orth);
2PtYule; 28 Christmas; 2Feast of the Holy Family (Cath)H28y Innocents;s8&atch Night
Jewish Holidays(Year 5770): 2{Sunset) 9~ HANUKAH
Islamic Holidays: 18" Al Hijra (First day of the New Yedrpshura.
Please visit the church, temple, synagogue or mosque of your choice.

Post Everlasting reported from Oct 30to November 28th:

Prayers for the Sick:

George Hall, GI3 Michelle Gerdeman, daughter of Comrade John Gerdeman, Si
Shawn Ashe, @R GRO7
Doug Clemence, GR Harry Hall, GR2

Nola Maloney, @R and Past Department Commander Isadore Pink, &R
John H. Miller, GR982 and PDC & present Dept Alt NEQxiece of Comrade Dave Mende2l GR

Phil Gatchell, GF3 Cyndia, wife of Comrade Dan Halsé3 GR

Edward Hayes, BGR MarieAnne Godefroid, wife of Comrade Carl Halg, FR
Kenneth Grasser,-GR James W. Johnson,

Brenda Dearborn, Dept of Maine present Americanism Ghikér Raduia, &R

past chaplain Jerry Deaver, @R

Harold M. Wild, GR3 Rose Jeffries, ®R

Ronald (Ron) Hansen;0BR Harry Jeffries, GH

Marlene Watson, Widow ofI3Rcharter member William Gorrell Cheek, GR1982

Watson Dick Knoll, GR9

Paul Johnson, Dept of Wyoming 3rd District VC and Pagteviapturphy, GR05

lain Bill Tiiman, GR14

Larry o0Yard-Ohogdé Ewer ds, Qedge Davis, GR42

Edwin F. Hoffman, GR Michael Umland, @B and Past Department Commander
Robert Downs, G A. ORayo6 Cline, GR14

Brian Charters -3 Joe D. Brown, GR42, IPDC and Department Vice Commander

are undergoing, were undergoing or were scheduled for, medical treatment.

No other deaths or other illnesses were reported to me, but we continue to pray for those comrades, family étbmbegiand friend
who have passed away or are ill.

Greetings Comrades, Sisters and Brothersiphtilgetical order:
American Legion Family, - ChristianChristmas, celebration of the bifie main thing | want to bring to mind is that

of Our Lord and not Santa Claus as Coca elamerican Legion serves all veterans and
Wow, what happened to 2009? The year weuld have us believe. During Advent, atiheir families regardless of religion or religious
by in a flash and all of a sudden there are &ekhitional candle is lit on the four Sundayselief. It is a season to think about our loved
than 31 days to finish up all of the things thatceding Christmas. ones and friends and it is a time of reflection
were planned and finally complete all of thastamAL Hijra Commemorates the Hijjraand prayer for the good that we have received.
0Good I ntentions6 aonmigration ofédMdharanted ftoim Mecbadog i nni ng
of the year or at the acceptance of a new ddaglina in 622 A.D. which led to the estaltfighalso a time to think about those who may
Thank God for those blessings you and youent of the Muslim Community. Gifts araot be as fortunate as we are. We may be able
family have received and pray to God for ledphanged and stories told of Mohammetbardebrate with family and friends, but others
your endeavors for the rest of the year. his companions. may not be able to do so. Look around at our

- JewishtHANUKAMH celebrates the rededid@&terans and Post membership and ensure tha
There are many religious festivities that taken of the Temple in Jerusalem after it wasery one of them is remembered and in-
place during the month of December. Somenvback from the Syrian Greeks in 164 8Gded in our celebrations, as well as those
are familiar with, some that may seem strakgpecial eight branched candlestick withagighmay have lost partners, be sick or in
to us, although a fellow veteran may adheoanalles where one on the first evening, tivoroes.
the faith it incorporates. A short descriptidhénsecond, etc. are lit in celebration.



| wish all of you a very blessed December and a wonderful Newuy'é@md cooperation.

May all of your wishes that are good for you be granted. Just remem-

ber that Christmas and HANUKAH are religious ceremonies. Mag6te bless you and your family and keep all safe. God bless oul
amount of your credit card debt arslays at zero or as low asservicemen and women, as well as their families, no matter where th
possible, so that your New Year will also be happy. serve.

A special note for Department and Post chaplains, or if none iR@vaahied Moore,

in the Post, the Post Commander or Adjutant: Please send n®ept éhFatince Chaplain

so that I have your email address concerning information fronHhe&€®49(0)6196569027
tember Chaplains Conferdtefe Chaplain. Thanks in advance fgtobile: 0049-(0)1727417812

Leqgion Riders

Comrades, tioned toB7's on 8 September, 1944. | believe Sonny joined
the 860th in April of 1944. He was a Flight Engineer/top turret

The American Legion Riders and the RVLC patrticipatedguarther on thelB when he was shot down.

Veterans Day ceremonies in St Avold, France on 11 November.

This is our second year and although the weather was d&co@88 and Country,

plus, rainy and uncomfortable, we had 25 bikes of all types

make the ride. They are all Veterans and | thank you alEddibriane

ing the weather to make the trip and to help us celebratéttisDirector

honored event.

Upon our return trip to Germany, many of us stopped at GR0O1
Legion Post home on ROB for refreshments, conversation tn
warm up and get something to eat.

Al t hough i tds been many
interned at St Avold, there are still loved ones that are t
bered. Please read the following short story of Staff Sel
Odell (Sonny) M. Bascom who gave his life in Septemb
and a photo of his burial location.

Thank you Ken & Debbie for sharing this story with us! |

Staff Sergeant Odell (Sonny) M. Bascom, was the grea
my wife, Debbie (Pierce) Clifton. She never knew him l
the opportunity to meet him. He was killed during WWIE
19 September 1944 while on a bombing mission to-Da
Limburg, Germany. His aircraft, tail numB82dg, was
listed as FTR (Failed to Return) due to AAi(ckati fire)
and crashed near Oberstein, Germany. There were 8
POW. | was able to get this information from the book,
Helton's Hellcats, A Pictorial History Of The 493rd Bo
Group, by Martin W. Bowman and Truett Lee Woodall,
One half Choctaw Indian, he was the youngest of 4 chi
in southeast Oklahoma near the town of Red Oak. He
in the Army Air Corp in California. The family isn't sure
was in California, probably working. And the exact datd
enlistment isn't known. He was assigned to the 860th
Squadron, 493rd Bomber Group Heavy. The 860th Bo
Squadron, 493rd Bomber Group, Heavy was stationed
Anglia at Debach, England. Officially called U.S. Army
Force Station 152 Debach, Suffolk, England. This was the last
8th Air Force heavy bomber station to become operational.
Originally equipped witBBLiberators the group later transi-
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Legion Riders, RVLC and Legion Members and friends at
Lorraine American Cemetery, St. Avold, France on Veterar
Day, 11 November 2009.



SAL Detachment of France wreath laid at the Lorraine American Cemetery in Saint Avold for Veterans Day 2(

LORRAINE
AMERICAN CEMETERY &
MEMDRIAL

AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS CONMISSION Plot Row Grase
Bewcmii Region e d i evember 2809, .. .
92380 GARCHES - FRANCE Date of Deccration

Scouting Report

Still sharing a commitment to citizenship in the Community and
Nation, members of the Transatlantic Council joined with the
American Legion and participated in Veterans Day ceremonies at
military installations throughout the European theater, as well as
visiting Americans interned in local community German Ceme-
teries (Friedhof). Several military service families and Scouting
parents who have long admired the Legion as well as other fellow
Veterans organizations were curious and discussed the bottom
line up front meaning and benefit of the Legion agenda and Five
Pillars of the American Legion.

With the U.S. Postal Service release of

a new BSA First Class postage collector

stamp on the celebration of Scoutingds

100 Birthday, the BSA is reminding

Scouts to write a Veteran. oVeterans are m
military but are no longer active soldiers. During their careers, many fought

overseas in defense of our democracy and freedom. Writing letters and send-

ing packages is a great way to remind them
from the armed forces, wedre incredibly gra
our nation. 6 Scouts have | earned a great d

gions ongoing Children and Youth programs.
With the U.S. Postal Service release of a new BSA First Class postage collector
stamp on the celebration of Scoutingds 100

Scouts to write a Veteran. oVeterans are men and wo
active soldiers. During their careers, many fought overseas in defense of our democracy and freedom.

Writing | etters and sending packages i s a great way
from the armed forces, wedre incredibly grateful for

learned a great deal and have benefited from the Legions ongoing Children and Youth programs.



