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GR42 Sweetheart Appreciation February 13th at 1800 Post Home 
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DEC 15 March Heilbronn 
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18 Feb R. Lindsey (GR09) 
21 Feb F. Hanchak 
 25 Feb H. Wallace (GR01) 
 
 
                               
 
 
                   
 
 
 
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        

                      Department Commander’s Corner 

                               
                                   My fellow Legion aries  
On the 6th of January I visited PDCDR John Miller at his home in 
Roth. He was in good spirits, however he was home just for a few 
days, awaiting a room in a local German Hospital. He at this time 
is again hospitalized, when I receive information on his condition 
I will let all know. I was able to talk to Comrade Hall (GR03), 
who is currently at Walter Reed to have work done on his eyes 
Comrade Ed Carr (GR79) is recovering from rehab we all wish 
these comrades the best and a healthy recovery.  I had the 
privilege to attend the Ceremony which JWP 79 conducted on the 
12th of January 2008 at Wild Heided (Red Leg). The ceremony 
was conducted in remembrance of the three Warriors that lost 
their lives in and accident on the 11th of January 1985. In 
attendance were many German Reservist, and local Germany 
Officials. The ceremony was conducted with Dignity and Honor.  
I visited GR01) and was able to talk to many Comrades on issues 
of the Department on hand were Post Commander Comrade 
Young,  Department Service Officer Comrade Robert Gray, Post 
Commander Ashe (GR42), Post Commander Comrade Joe James 
(GR14) Post Commander  Botero (GR07), and Department Alt 
NECMan Comrade Umland. On the 26th of January 2008 I was 
able to attend the Oratorical Contest at Mannheim, it was a nice 
turn-out, however due to other commitments a few of the 
contestants had to drop out at the last minute. All in all it was a 
success, and the winner was Tayeisha Jackson. I would like to 
thank 1st Vice Commander Jim Murray and Comrade Gino for 
making this event a success. In addition I was also able to visit the 
Oratorical Contest in Heidelberg, it was also a good turnout for 
this event. The winner was Natasha Calnon. She was also in last 
year’s Post competition. I would like to thank the following 
Comrades who insured a success at this event Commander 
Sherman,2nd Vice Commander Stark, Comrade Pierce,  Comrade 
Gatchell, Comrade Daniels, and Comrade Thompson. I had the 
Honor and Privilege to present awards to the winners at both of 
these events. On the 27th of January I attended the 
Auxiliary meeting at GR42. I had the opportunity to 
pin their newest member to the Auxiliary Mrs. 
Manuela Brown. I also attend the SAL Meeting 
Commander Hanchak has a good Squadron at GR 42 
and they are still on the move. I also attended the 
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General Membership Meeting of GR42. Nice turn out 
post conducted its business in a professional manner, 
Major topic was the Department convention for 2008 it 
appears the Convention will be will presented. I also 
was able to talk to the NECMan Comrade Marshall in 
reference to the National Commander’s upcoming 
visit, I’m sure it will be a good and receptive visit 
Comrade Marshall as also accepted the position VIP 
Chairperson, along with Comrade Young accepting the 
appointment to Family Support Network, and 
Comrade Greaux accepting the position to Public 
Relations. I would like to thank VCAL Kane, VC 
Abernathy, and SO Gray for attending and supporting 
the Department at the Mannheim and Heidelberg 
Oratorical Contest. For those of you that did not know 
our Department Adjutant Comrade Settle and his wife 
Isolde celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary on the 
28th of January 2008 and renewed their wedding vows 
on the 2nd of February 2008, it was a great party and 
all had a wonderful time. As always, I stress to all of you to 
take a few moments out of your busy day and say a small prayer 
for all of our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and Marines, that are still 
in harm’s way that they may return home safely to their loved 
ones. May God bless you all. I f you are having any problems 
please do not hesitate to contact your Post Officers, Department 
VC, or myself.   
 
For GOD and Country 
Joe D. Brown 
Department Commander 

                       From the Department Adjutant: 

                           My Fellow Legionnaires, 

I understand from the Commander that the Oratorical competition 
was an overall success I congratulate all winners, and wish all of 
you the best of luck in the upcoming Department level Contest. A 
big thanks to all that made this event the success it was. The next 
leg of the Oratorical Contest will be the Department level 
competition to be conducted in Stuttgart on the 23rd of February 
2008, the winner of this event will represent the Department at the 
National Oratorical Contest. Thanks to you all that submitted your 
input this month it is getting better, however a few of you are still 
not supporting your newsletter in a timely manner.  The 3rd DEC 
will be held in Heilbronn hosted by JWP 79 on the 15th of March, 
I’m sure they will be mailing you directions, and information to the 
DEC location shortly. Post Commanders and Post Adjutants, 
please do not forget the Delegation Reports without this document 
your delegates will not be able to vote. Those of you that supply 
inputs to the Department Newsletter please send your input 
toamericanlegion@hotmail.com   In closing I wish all of you a 
GREAT 2008.  Remember if you need to contact me I am just an 
E-mail away pisces@t-online.de  .  Please keep those in harm’s 
way and their families, not only in your thoughts but your prayers 
as well. 

James M. Settle 

Department Adjutant �

                  Department NECman’s Comments 
I have had a chance to talk with Comrade Haggen, and everthing 
is in order for the Washington Call rooms will be reserved for 
those going. In addition I spoke with him in reference to the 
upcoming National Commanders visit , and I was assured all is in 
order and is being finalized. 
William Marshall 
Department NECman 
 
                              
 Vice Commander’s Corner  

Vice Commander at Large Liam Kane 
BE02, DK01, FR01, FR05, IR02, IR03, IT01, GC01, NL01,     
                                PO01, SP292 
The New Year started slowly for me as I was housebound due to 
Flu etc. Early in January I met Rome Post Adjutant Lionel Morais 
and the Post is in good shape with a 104% membership to-date. I 
travelled to meet Dept. Commander Brown and then returned to 
attend 3 of the 4 Post Oratorical  Competitions and once again 
there was a high standard, this Annual Event is very worthwhile 
and we as a Department,  must move to get a greater participation 
of young people in it.  There is a great deal to be gained by those 
taking part.  I look forward to meeting many of you at the Finals 
in Stuttgart on February 23rd. I also had a session with 
Department Service Officer Robert Gray as he took me to a 
number of visits to the Hospital and the Fisher House  . As an 
American Legion member, it was great to be able to make the 
visits where we were also afforded the opportunity to address the 
troops .The final day of my visit to Germany brought me to GR42 
where I attended meetings  of all three parts of the Legion Family 
, S.A.L. ,  Auxiliary,  and Legion . A day in Enissiskerry and then 
off  to a meeting with IR02 and IR 03 in Ireland another busy 
month over. I have to give you all some thoughts arising from my 
travels; we need to have some permanent Display at fisher House 
and the Hospital at Landsthul to show that the Legion is around,  
and visits to our sick members is a must having met Veteran 
Warren Schwartz in the Home where is the only American there . 
And finally we need to work on the Oratorical. Looking forward 
to another busy time in Feb. Thanks to all the Members and 
Posts whom I met in January IR 02 , IR03, IR63, IT01 . Gr01 
GR03, GR06, GR07 GR42, and the other people.  
 
Liam Kane 
Vice Commander at Large 
                      
                        
 
 
Vice Commander Darrel Shannon  

GR05, GR09, GR042 
Greetings my fellow Legionaries, Auxiliary, and S.A.L. Members 
 NO INPUT FOR THIS MONTH 
 
Darrel Shannon 
Department Vice Commander  
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         Vice Commander Keith Abernathy 
              GR01, GR06, GR07 and GR13 
  . I was out on the road again in January going to 
Oratorical. I was not able to attend the GR01 and 
GR06 Oratorical because of Family health problems 
and I'm going to take this opportunity to thank the 
VCAL Liam Kane for standing in for me at those two. I 
did however, attend the GR07 Oratorical in Mannheim 
this past Saturday the 26th of January. It was the first 
one I've ever attended and I was surprised at how well 
they were organized and put on. 
After the Mannheim Oratorical, the Department 
Commander commandeered 
me and I ended up in Heidelberg with him and Mrs. 
Brown, VCAL Kane and the Department Service 
Officer Gray. This was another Super performance 
and again I wished that I could have attended them 
all. I want to congratulate the winners from the 
following post for a job well done. From Kaiserslautern 
Post GR01, Thomas Ciavingo, From Stuttgart Post 
GR06, Leah Lynch, From Mannheim Post GR07 
Taleisha Jackson and from Heidelberg Post GR03, 
Natascha Calnon. A well deserved pat on the back to 
all of you and we'll be seeing you in Stuttgart on the 
23rd of February. 
 
Keith Abernathy 
Department Vice Commander 
 
           Vice Commander Frank Hanchak 
                   GR14, GR20, GR45, IR63 
First, let me remind you that if I didn’t answer your Email that 
you sent to me; you haven’t updated your address book with my 
E-mail address, which is; frank.hanchak@gmail.com . If you sent 
it to the address that is still in your address book, I’ll get back to 
you soon. However, it is better if you write to me at my new E-
mail address… Which is, frank.hanchak@gmail.com. 
 
I got a very wonderful phone call over the Christmas break. A 
veteran,. who was a former client of mine,  called to update me on 
his case. I hung up the phone after finishing our conversation. I 
was pleased to hear of another case where a veteran was on his 
way togetting what he so very much deserves. The lesson we need 
to learn here is: Persistance Pays Off! This case was opened 
originally back in 2000! Yes, I said 2000!. If you have a case, 
stick with it. 
  
Why The American Legion, like this country, are so great! 
The icy cold of January is giving way to the growing warmth of 
February. Don’t think for a minute that I like the cold weather. On 
the contrary, I look with some unease at the possible thought of 
spending my golden years as an “UPer”. For those of you who are 
not in the know, an UPer (pronounced you-per), is a resident of 
the Upper Peninsula of the State of Michigan. I am not a 
“Michigander”. I hale from the Keystone State Pennsylvania. 
Since leaving “The ‘Burg” (as we call Pittsburgh), I have spend 

the vast majority of my adult life here in Germany. I love the 
culture. My idea of sheer bliss is enjoying a chilled Pils at a rest 
stop while on a Volksmarch! In fact, one of my fondest memories 
is of a Volksmarch that Diane and I walked earlier in our 
relationship. We were walking directly into the show for a long 
stretch of the walk. I turned to say something to her, and I saw 
nothing but her outline; covered in a blanket of white snow… 
Of course, a bad Volksmarch in July is better than a good one in 
January… Have you ever heard the phrase “Is this a great 
Country, or what!”? I have said it many times myself. Despite the 
cold weather of January, this truly is a great country! Of no less 
greatness is that of my own country, the United States of 
America! 
The American Legion is great, not because of when, where, or 
even why it was established. It is great because of its 
membership! Forgive me if this sounds familiar, but a bad day in 
The American Legion is better than _________! (Here, fill in the 
blank).What would happen if the membership were no longer 
there? Would a bad day in the Legion still be of value? 
I ask this question, because I have seen many signs of a 
membership no longer there… Don’t get me wrong. I am quite 
happy to see the many good things that are happening in many 
Posts here in Germany. I am most proud of the Posts that I visit 
on a regular basis. I won’t name them here in this dialogue, but 
you know who you are. The American Legion, like this Country, 
is great indeed! We do more for our veterans and neighbors than 
many other organizations do. It is evident at the many official 
functions that are sponsored by our Post Homes. At a recent 
function, the organizers were slightly overwhelmed because of 
the many people who showed up. Although extra tables and 
chairs were quickly set up, these families were welcomed and had 
a wonderful family experience at little expense and trouble. The 
faces of the children, in particular, were quite a treasure to behold. 
From little boys and girls came joy and laughter that was in 
contrast to the small worries of finding a seat. In fact, I enjoyed 
the function, the conversation, and the interaction of the 
membership so much; I found little time to actually sit down! 
Yes folks, The American Legion is GREAT! If you are unaware 
of this, then I heartily invite you to YOUR next meeting, 
function, or other activity. I thank you in advance, because I know 
you’ll be there! 
 
NOTE: New mobile phone, and new Email address! 
0171 473 9782    frank.hanchak@gmail.com 
 
Frank J. Hanchak 
Vice Commander 
 
            
                 
 
Vice Commander Jerry Aman  
                           GR03, GR79, GR1982 
NO INPUT FOR THIS MONTH 
Contact me at E-mail Address Jerrya503@aol.com or phone 
number 07307-4492 or 073075752 
  For God and Country 
Jerry Aman 
Department Vice Commander 
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Department Chaplain Ronald Moore  
Chaplain’s Page                                                       February 2008 
Special Days/Legion Events: Abraham Lincoln and George 
Washington birthdays; Americanism Month; 3rd- Four Chaplains 
Sunday; 14th St. Valentine’s Day (Christian holy day). 
Christian Religious Days: 1st- Lammas; 2nd 
Candlemas/Presentation of Christ in the Temple; 3rd- 
Transfiguration Sunday; 5th- Shrove Tuesday; 6th- Ash 
Wednesday- Beginning of Lent; 17th- Triondion (Orthodox). 
Jewish Holidays (Year 5768):  None to my knowledge 
Islamic Holidays: None to my knowledge 
Other:  7th-- Chinese New Year 
Please visit the church, temple, synagogue or mosque of your 
choice. 
 
Post Ever lasting reported to January 25th: 
 
Barry Ryan, IR-02 
 
Prayers have been offered for his family and friends. Please 
remember him and those who have passed away in your prayers 
also. 
 
Prayers for the Sick & Ill:   
George Hall, GR-03 (Back in the hospital) 
Shawn Asche, IR- 
Doug Clemence, GR-06  
Nola Maloney, GR-03 and Past Department Commander 
Tom Mayock, IR-63  
John H. Miller, GR-1982 and Past Department Commander 
Phil Gatchell, GR-03 
Edward Hayes, GR-03 
Wife of Post GR03 Comrade Robert Pierce 
Kenneth Grasser, GR.09 (now out of the hospital) 
Brenda Dearborn, present Historian and past chaplain of Dept of 
Maine  
Harold M. Wild, GR13 
Ronald (Ron) Hansen, GR-06 and this year’s nominee as Post 
Legionnaire of the Year 
Tom O’Keefe, IR-02 
Marlene Watson, Widow of GR-13 charter member William 
Watson 
Paul Johnson, Dept of Wyoming Chaplain 
Joe D. Brown, GR-79 and Department of France Commander 
 
are undergoing, were undergoing or were scheduled for, medical 
treatment. 
 
No other deaths or other illnesses were reported to me, but we 
continue to pray for those comrades, family members and friends 
of the Legion who have passed away or are ill.  
===============================================
==================== 
Greetings Comrades, 
Greetings Brothers and Sisters of the American Legion Family, 
 

I only have about 350 words space normally in each newsletter. 
That isn’t very many words to talk about the importance of God 
in our lives, families, Posts and country.. So that only leaves me 
with the possibility to hint at certain issues and hope that you can 
catch the meaning behind my thoughts. 
 
God has accompanied us through many of our stumbles and falls 
throughout the period of the universe. Many times our problems, 
trials and tribulations result because we don’t follow God’s law 
and allow ourselves to be led from God’s chosen path for us. 
 
Where can you find this path? The compass to that path is found 
In the Holy Scriptures, TORAH or Koran (alphabetical listing in 
order of religion). All three major religions are based upon, at a 
minimum, the first five books of Moses, which constitute the Law 
of the TORAH. Therein we find God’s reason for creating the 
universe, man (and woman of course) and all other living things 
on earth. Therein we also find the Ten Commandments and other 
laws about what to or not to eat and how to worship God. 
 
We have heard many conflicting stories about the war and the 
efforts of our troops. The news brings up the worst and most 
controversial aspects and we see them as headlines in the 
newspapers and, accept them as truth because it has been printed. 
Maybe our newspapers and television news should be required to 
report one bad example and one good example next to each other 
in the headlines. We are often shocked by the printed word in 
emails that claim something is poisoning us or some company is 
disrespecting our troops. Good that we have a website like Snopes 
to let us know which rumors are true. Maybe we need such a 
website for the interpretation of the real situation of the world 
since our media seems to get it wrong quite frequently.  
 
Things are easy for a minister or chaplain. He only has to read 
what God has said and follow those teachings. If the 
Commandments say, “Thou shalt not.” Then I guess it means 
don’t do it, and Mondays or Fridays are also days when it isn’t 
allowed. From a translation point of view, there can be no 
mistakes between the original text and the translated text 
according to many authorities. I find it strange that a lot of things 
just don’t seem logical occasionally. In biblical days there were a 
lot of wars going on, many ordered by God. The Commandment 
in those days meant, “Thou shall not murder” (so basically 
saying, thou halt not kill outside of the law) meaning that soldiers 
and persons fulfilling the law (there were a few death penalties in 
the other laws) were not murdering people. The Greek translation 
specified Thou shalt not kill however and our English version 
says the same thing. 
  
We all know our servicemen and women are not murderers when 
they answer the call to duty and fulfill their duties diligently. 
Let’s make sure they know that The American Legion and other 
Veteran Service Organizations know the difference and respect 
their sacrifice for our country.  Bring them into your Post and 
thank them for their service and don’t leave them out in the cold. 
Invite them to a Four Chaplain Service that all Posts should be 
holding in the month of February. 
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Well, those were a lot of hints this month. If you feel the need to 
talk about any of them, drop me an email please. 
 
God bless our servicemen and women no matter where they are 
stationed and please bless our veterans and their families. 
 
Service to God and Country! 
 
Pastor Ronald Moore,  
Dept of France Chaplain 
Home: 0049-(0)6196-569027 
Mobile: 0049-(0)172-7417812 
Email: revronmoore@yahoo.de 
Rev. Ronald Moore  
Department Chaplain 
 
 
              Service Officer Robert Gray  
Hello my follow comrades , 
I want to wish you and family the very best of health and 
sprit. Well I’m back on my feet again. This month was very 
busy. 
                                  Oratorical Visits 
On 10 January, in Kaiserslautern, at Ramstein Community 
club, were GR01 hosted it’s Oratorical, Scholarship 
Program,. Commander Mike Young, and fellow 
Legionnaire’s were present, To welcome all guest. Later, 
gave the invocation. There was only one contest, and his 
name was Thomas Giovingo. I walked away very pleased 
with the contest. One the 23rd January, I picked up Vice 
Commander at large, Liam Kane, were we continued on to 
GR06 in Stuttgart to there Oratorical contest. They only had 
on contest named Leah Lynch, Again, I was pleased.  At the 
same time, I visit, with GR06 post commander, and spoke 
with some of the Legionnaire’s. I also want to take this time 
to thank Mike Umland for his time understanding a few 
things. On January26th, Myself and Kane visited GR03 and 
GR07 for there Oratorical. The first stop was GR07 which 
only had one contestant, named Tayeisha Jackson. I also 
had the pleasure of meeting with the commander and follow 
legionnaires. Then from there, we went to GR03’s 
Oratorical contest., again, there’s was only one contestant 
named Natascha Angelic Calnon. Again, I was pleased at 
the way the contest was handle. I also took time to Meet 
with the commander, and Legionnaire’s.  great people. I 
want to thank GR01, GR06, GR03, and GRO7, for having 
me down, again Great job well done. 
                           
                         Warren Swartz Visit 
On the 24th of January, Kane and I went to visit Warren in 
the nursing home in Kaiserslautern were he’s staying. When 
entering the room, You will first see his furniture, which is 
stylish in every manner. He is cared for in the best possible 
way. Warren had some complaints, however, we were about 
to clear them up and move on. I would like everyone who 

comes to Kaiserslautern, take time to visit him. He would 
like to hear from a legionnaire  
 
                              Landstuhl Visit   
On 25 January, at 07:00   at Landstuhl Regional Medical 
Center, I ask Captain Katrina Gawlik, and First Sgt. Larry 
Mc Gowan, could Kane and I  speak to the walking 
wounded,  which was ok. We informed them of the 
American legion  what it was about and how  we’re behind 
them.  From there, I informed them some of there VA 
benefits, what they had to look forward too. What was to be 
a 5mins, ended up to be almost half hour. We also informed 
them that GR01 is in the area and will be visiting. After 
speaking with the troops, we were given a tour. From there 
we went to have Breakfast at the dining hall  with the 
soldiers and personnel in the hospital. We also met up with 
Commander of GR01, Mike Young.  From there we went to 
the Fisher House, and met Ms, Kathy Gregory, manager, 
which gave us a tour of the place. There we ran into a 
family whose son, PFC Bradley Thomas, was in ICU, 
whose father is Roger “Rock” Thomas, and mother, 
Veronica Thomas. This was the only son that was in the 
military out of three. We stayed and comforted the family. 
Then we walked over with them, on the way we met the 
hospital commander, he was happy to see us. There was a 
another soldier in ICU who‘s family called and wanted to 
know his status. He was coming from; Saudi His name is 
Timothy Eric Van Dyke. On Sunday Mike Young and I 
went to visit him, we arranged a phone call so he could talk 
to his family, It made his day.  I want to remind everyone 
that my new address is Robert Gray, Matzenbergstr.26a, 
66989 Hoheinod.  My phone # is 06333689558 Take care 
 
Robert Gray 
Department Service Officer   
 
 
 
Sons of The American Legion David Greaux 
WE CAME SO CLOSE…to being the first Detachment over the 
top for 2008. Only 9 members kept us from reaching this goal. 
Think about it, ONLY 9 members. For those Squadrons that 
reached or surpassed their goals, Great Job! For those still 
working on it you still have time…the squadrons know who they 
are. 
 
The Detachment of France presently has a raffle going on to help 
raise its funds. I am asking you to please support this activity. 
You may purchase raffle tickets from a SAL member. If your 
SAL Squadron does not have any tickets to sell and would like 
obtain some to support this venture please contact your 
Detachment Adjutant / Raffle Chairman James Dennis 
(department_dennis@hotmail.com). The drawing will be at the 
American Legion Convention on 21 June 2008. You do not have 
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to be present to win. The tickets cost only $1.00 each or 6 for 
$5.00 
 
1st Prize  HD LCD 26” Television 
2nd Prize  Trip to Paris for one 
3rd Prize  $100.00 Savings Bond 
 
David Greaux 
Detachment Commander 
 
 
 
 
Americanism  David Greaux  
I would like to remind all the posts that in March we will be 
having our next Department DEC. Please turn in your reports 
(Americanism, Children and Youth etc.) to the appropriate 
chairpersons and to the Department Adjutant. I know many of our 
posts are doing good things so get the recognition that you 
deserve. 
 
JUST A LITTLE DATA 
 
The Birth of Uncle Sam 
Uncle Sam was not an imaginary figure. He was born September 
13, 1766, in Arlington, Massachusetts. He was the fifth son of 
Edward Wilson, a Massachusetts Minuteman. His name was 
Samuel Wilson. At the age of nine, he helped make rifle balls, 
prepare supplies and served as a messenger for the Colonials. He 
shouldered a musket at the tender age of 13. Samuel Wilson died 
in Troy, New York, July 31, 1854. He was interred in Oakwood 
Cemetery in that city. At the age of 23 he and his brother settled 
in Troy and began a business, a brick-making kiln. It flourished 
due to the consideration he gave his employees. He represented 
decency, honesty, fair play, and won the respect of all those 
around him. But how did he become Uncle Sam? In the War of 
1812, he operated a slaughterhouse and stamped the barrels of 
beef –“U.S.” 
 
The soldiers from Troy designated the beef as, “Uncle Sam’s,” 
indicating it was furnished by Samuel Wilson. Other recruits, 
thinking that the term was applied to the letters U and S standing 
for the United States, began using the term “Uncle Sam” 
figuratively, for the United States. This interpretation was picked 
up by other soldiers who began to call everything belonging to the 
government, “Uncle Sam’s.” 
 
By an act of the 87th Congress of the United States the following 
Resolution was adopted September 15, 1961. “Resolved by the 
Senate (the House of Representatives concurring) that the 
Congress salutes “Uncle Sam” Wilson of Troy, New York, as the 
progenitor of America’s symbol of “Uncle Sam.” On October 18, 
1980, a celebration was held in Troy to unveil a monument 
dedicated to Uncle Sam Wilson who became the symbol of 
freedom throughout the world. 
 
David Greaux 
Americanism Chairman 

 
 
 
David Greaux 
Department Convention Chairman 
  
DEPARTMENT 84th ANNUAL CONVENTION 2008 
HOSTED BY OMAR BRADLEY POST GR42 
18-22 June 2008 / Sankt Englmar, APART HOTEL Predigtstuhl 
  
A registration table will be set up at the 3rd DEC in March where 
you may register for Convention 2008. You may also pay for 
your convention at that time. I will be contacting the hotel shortly 
after the DEC to in inform them how many rooms we would 
need. SO PLEASE REGISTER AT THE DEC!!! 
 
Complete Convention Package Consist Of: 
5 days - 4 nights 
Breakfast / Dinner Buffet…to include Banquet on Saturday 
Evening 
One convention coin per registered guest 
Children 0-14 receive per day one FREE entrance ticket to Family 
World (hotel family center) 
 
Complete Package - single room  € 280.00 per person 
Complete Package - double room  € 210.00 per person 
Children 12 years and older  € 190.00 per child 
Children 3 to 11 years old   € 50.00 per child 
 
Convention Chairman 2008 
David Greaux 
Brunnhöhe 21 
97505 Geldersheim 
 
Tel.: 09721-86102 
Handy: 0171-5109356 
E-Mail: davidgreaux@aol.com  
 
David Greaux 
Convention Chairman 
 
Post GR07 Submitted by Ray Ginete 
 
The American Legion Post GR07 recently conducted the 
American Legion High School Oratorical Contest on 26 January 
2008. The event was held at the Mannheim American High 
School, BFV, and was open to students of the Mannheim High 
School. Topics of the Oratorical contest included phases of the US 
Constitution, which gave emphasis to the attendant duties and 
obligations of a citizen of our government, and the basic principles 
of government under the constitution. The winner was Tayeisha 
Jackson, a senior, and daughter of SFC and Mrs. Orville Jackson. 
Ms. Jackson was awarded a Certificate of Distinction, and a 
$300.00 dollar Savings Bond, from Post GR07 for her efforts. 
Among the distinguished guest, were, the Department of France 
Commander, J.D. Brown, Vice Commander, Keith Abernathy, 
Department Service Officer Robert Gray, VCAL Liam Kane. 
Judges for the competition included Headquarters 5th Signal 
Chaplain Col. James Anew, and Captain E.J. Marks, Chief of 
Client Services, JAG Office, Taylor Barracks. Certificates of 
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Appreciations were presented by Post GR07, Vice Commander 
James Murray to the judges for their valuable assistance in 
conducting this event. A member of the Sons of the American 
Legion, Squadron 7 also volunteered as a Timekeeper. Ms. 
Jackson will represent the Mannheim Community and compete 
with other High School Oratorical contest winners from all over 
Europe, at the Department of France level contest on the 23rd of 
February 2008 in Stuttgart. The winner will represent The 
Department of France at the National level. Winners of the 
National Level competition will be receiving multiple prizes, 
including college scholarships.    
 
Ray Ginete 
Post Adjutant  
 
 
A message from Carl Hackworth  
Please keep in mind our General Membership Meetings have 
been changed from the third Wednesday of the Month to the 
second Wednesday of the month. Also do not forget that we have 
our yearly Post Elections on Wednesday the 13th of February 2008 
 
Carl Hackworth 
Post Adjutant 
GR14  
 
Special Announcement from Comrade Hanchak (GR42) 
Sweetheart Appreciation Pot Luck Dinner. Wednesday, February 
13th at 1800 at "Our Place" Post Home in Schweinfurt. Sponsored 
by Omar Bradley Post GR-42. Candle-light and Roses will be 
provided. Admission is FREE. Families are asked to provide a 
Pot of their favorite Family specialty. Call Frank for details at: 
0171-473-9782. 
 
 
Department Events  
 

Post Events  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Auxiliary Meeting GR 42 

 

 

S.A.L. and Auxiliary Members GR 42 and Department Officers 
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GR01 Oratorical Contest January 2008 

 

GR03 Oratorical Contest January 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GR07 Oratorical Contest January 2008 

 

GR07 Oratorical Contest January 2008  
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 Comrade Settle’s Silver Anniversary and renewing o f vows 

 

Comrade Settle’s Silver Anniversary and renewing of  vows 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST HAPPENINGS 

Below is a partial listing of Post and their General Membership 
Meetings and dates. If you would like to attend a post meeting, 
please contact the respective Commander and or the Adjutant. 

 
          GR01: First Wednesday day of the month at Post Home  

             GR03: First Thursday of the month Post Home 
             GR06: Second Wednesday of the month Post Home 
             GR07: First Tuesday of the month Post Home 
             GR13: Third Saturday of the month Post Home 
             GR14: Second Wednesday of the month Post Home 
             GR42: Third Sunday of the month Post Home 
             GR79: Second Saturday of the month Post Home 
             PO01: Third Wednesday of the month Past Com. House 
             IR03: First Saturday in April, first Sat. in Oct for elections 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor’s Note: 
Please support your Newsletter, send all inputs to the below listed 
E-mail address. Note new suspense date for Newsletter inputs is 
the 26th of the month. Remember anyone in the Department can 
submit inputs to the Department Newsletter. 
americanlegion@hotmail.com   
 
James M. Settle 
Department Adjutant / Editor 
  


