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Department Calendar

Birthdays
George W. Bush 06 July

Shawn Ashe 07 July
Douglas Clemence 12 July
Keith Abernathy 21 July

J.D. (Charley) Brown 24 July
Michael Besant 25 July
John Miller 30 July

Department Commander’s Corner

| had the chance to visit GRO3 | had the privilegeo their
elections and installments. Comrade Sherman remains
Commander along with Comrade Gatchell as Adjutafg.wish
both you well and another good year . GR06 held teual
elections in June which | and VC Abernathy hadghiglege to
attend, VC Abernathy Held elections and perfornied t
installment of officers. Department Convention wasducted
from 18-21 June 2008, turnout was very poor; howexewere
able to conduct Department business and hold egtiehs,
congrats to all the newly elected officers. Thatikhe body for
once again putting your trust in me and allowingtmence again
be your Commander. AS always membership remaingha h
priority within the Department | challenge all ajyto strive to
obtain 100 percent for 2009. Once again let mehaurc
communications, there was an improvement last lygawe have
a long way to go, please keep the chain informeallpfind any
incidents. The awards manual is being revisedytés, if you
have any input for the revision please E-mail tltguant with
your input. If you have any upcoming events pldasthe
department adjutant know so he can alert otherybstmight be
able to support your event. As always, | stresalltof you to
take a few moments out of your busy day and sawyall prayer
for all of our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and Ma#) that are still
in harm’s way that they may return home safelyhtirtloved
ones. May God bless you all. | f you are having propblems
please do not hesitate to contact your Post Offjdeepartment
VC, or myself.

For GOD and Country

Joe D. Brown

Department Commander

From the Department Adjutant:
My Fellow Legionnaires,

As you know the Department had it annual Converftiom the
18" 21 of Jun 2008. This being my first Convention, | tzalt
to learn, in a short time. We did not have a big tout this year,
however we were able to conduct Department busiaeds
conduct our Elections. | would like to apologizd RD2, and
IR03, for not publicly recognizing them during theards portion
of the convention for their 100% membership stébus
Membership Year 2007-2008. | am positive that wi lvéive



another great year within the Department, so Iehge all
remember to keep the communications lines opentantlow of
information going. | wish all the newly elected Rejmment
Officers and post a successful year. If you aramiteg to attend
the National Convention, be advised cutoff dateré@m
reservations is July 1tr008. Those of you that supply inputs t
the Department Newsletter please send your input
toamericanlegion@hotmail.com. In closing please, rememb
if you need to contact me | am just an E-mail apizgzes@t-
online.de. Please keep those in harm’s way and their fasil
not only in your thoughts but your prayers as well.

James M. Settle

Department Adjutant

Department NECman’s Comments
NO REPORT FOR THIS MONTH
William Marshall

Department NECman

Vice Commander’s Corner
Vice Commander at Large Liam Kane
BEO2, DK01, FRO1, FRO5, IR02, IR03, IT01, GCO1, NLO1,
PO01, SP292, CHO1
I would like to thank everyone in the Departmenttfce
condolence cards and phone calls on the death &rother Joe.
I am working on a LOI for the Vice Commanders torkvsom
when communicating with their assigned post. | widike to
thank everyone for allowing me to serve once agaithe VCAL
of the Department. | wish all a very successful Menship Year

Liam Kane
Vice Commander at Large

Vice Commander Shawn Ashe
GRO05, GR06, GR30
Greetings my fellow Legionaries, Auxiliary, and S.A.L. Members
NO INPUT FOR THIS MONTH
Shawn Ashe
Department Vice Commander

Vice Commander Robert Gray
GR03, GR07, GR09, GR14

Robert Gray
Department Vice Commander

Vice Commander Frank Hanchak
GRO01, GR20, GR45
Another year has come and gone. Another year has
begun. Is it “Here we go again”! Or is it “A newdiening”!?

Last month, | wrote the following...

| am looking forward to the Department
Convention. As usual, | plan to run for a Departinen
| Office again this year. | hope the competitioneswy.

We need more leaders and workers under those white

pcaps. Please consider taking on this important and
responsible job. There is too much talent out there

accept Status Quo...

As you know by now, we have re-elec@einmander
Joe Brown and VCAL Liam Kane. As | did last yeaplédge my
total support and loyalty to these two dedicatediézs. We, the
department membership, have demonstrated ouranaist
confidence in them. | know they have done theit s past
year and they have pledged to do even better #ais y

In his nomination speech, the speeckemstated that
there have been many “knives” cast at our Departmen
Commander. He further stated that it is time t@ $tos practice
and get behind our commander and support him.deagie
should be behind all of our Department Officerst With verbal
“knives”, but with encouragement and words of suppe
opposed to words of condemnation!

Some of my fellow comrades read my lashths
Newsletter input and asked for a chance to be 8esadnd
workers under those white caps”. | thank felloved/i
Commanders Shawn Ashe, Jerry Aman, and Robertf@ray
stepping forward and being leaders and workersmuntige caps.
I hope that all of us together can lead and wogetioer for the
betterment of this Department. | remind my fellove&/
Commanders that it is not the power or recognit@rourselves
that we seek, but the power to influence and makeges for the
membership that is what matters most!

It will remain to be seen if we will & “Status Quo”. It
is up to the membership to insure that this doéhappen. If you
are not happy with our performance, please takéinmeto let
your leadership know how you feel. Complaining behthe
scenes is not the way to do it. You must let usakifgyou are
satisfied with our service to you or if you are satisfied. Only
through your feedback can we know if we are seryimg as we
should.

| thank those of you who re-electedaséepartment
Vice Commander for the upcoming year. | hope tdcbupon my
successes of last year and to improve upon myrésiluPlease
don’t hesitate to let me know how | have failed yothe past. It
is only in the revelations of those failures thatih turn them into
successes.

Don't forget to register to VOTE! Tleeaire only about
120 days till November"4 Go to http://www.fvap.gov/ for
details. Take a moment NOW and go online and ggstered
and start the process to submit your absenteetballo
For God and Country, | remain,

NOTE: New mobile phone, and new Email address!
0171 473 9782 frank.hanchak@gmail.com

Frank J. Hanchak

Vice Commander



Vice Commander Jerry Aman
GR13, GR42, GR79, GR1982, IR63
NO INPUT FOR THIS MONTH
Contact me at E-mail Address Jerrya503@aol.com or phone
number 07307-4492 or 073075752
For God and Country
Jerry Aman
Department Vice Commander

Department Chaplain Ronald Moore

Chaplain’s Page July 2008
Special Days/Legion Events4™ of July- Independence Day; 18
26- Boys Nation; 19-26- Aux Girls Nation; Korean k¥\énded
(July 27, 1953); 31DSO School.

Christian Religious Days 11"- St Benedict (Cath); 24 Pioneer
Day (Mormons); 25- St James

Jewish Holidays(Year 5768): None that | know of

Islamic Holidays: 31°-Lailat al Miraj.

Please visit the church, temple, synagogue or meesfjyour
choice.

Post Everlasting reported to June 29th:

Edward Carr, GR79 survived by wife Gisela
Joseph Kane, brother of VCAL Liam Kane

Prayers for the Sick & IlI:

George Hall, GR-03

Shawn Ashe, GR-42

Doug Clemence, GR-06

Nola Maloney, GR-03 and Past Department Commander
John H. Miller, GR-1982 and PDC (new Alt NECmaroés
August 28, 2009)

Phil Gatchell, GR-03

Edward Hayes, GR-03

Wife of Post GRO3 Comrade Robert Pierce

Kenneth Grasser, GR.09

Brenda Dearborn, Dept of Maine present Americar®@mair and
past chaplain

Harold M. Wild, GR-13

Ronald (Ron) Hansen, GR-06

Marlene Watson, Widow of GR-13 charter member \AfiHi
Watson

Paul Johnson, Dept of Wyomind Bistrict VC and Past
Chaplain

Cindy Hogan, wife of a soldier stationed in Iraq

Donnie Swearengin, GR 09

Larry “Yard Dog” Ewerds, GR-07

Edwin F. Hoffman, GR-13

Robert Downs, GR-79

Brian Charters, IR-63

Michelle Gerdeman, daughter of Comrade John GerdeB8ra
GR-07

Harry Hall, GR-42

Rance Cottingham, GR09

are undergoing, were undergoing or were scheduoledrfedical
treatment.

No other deaths or other illnesses were reportedetobut we
continue to pray for those comrades, family memberbfriends
of the Legion who have passed away or are ill.

Greetings Comrades,
Greetings Sisters and Brothers of the American dregiamily,

Thank you for allowing me to be re-elected at tlep&tment
Convention in Sankt Englmar. | was very happy & seme of

-our comrades, sisters and brothers of The Ametiegion

Family there. | had the feeling however, that Indidee as many
as | have usually seen at a Convention. My deepeajgtion to
last year's officers and my congratulations to thekected or
appointed for this year.

| believe our lives go through various phases athihk we can
observe that our American Legion Family may go tigtophases
that often mirror our personal ones. Let us alsteadfast and
support our family of veterans. Let us always rementhat God
is in first place in our Constitution preamble dedus also ensure
that He has that same position in our hearts. Gaddo wonders
for us and through us.

Think I'll end on a lighter note this month, with &spiring and
amusing poem shared by Department of Texas Auyiliar
Chaplain Laurey Oxley:

Quote-

| was shocked, confused, bewildered

as | entered Heaven's door,

Not by the beauty of it all,

nor the lights or its decor.

But it was the folks in Heaven
who made me sputter and gasp--
the thieves, the liars, the sinners,
the alcoholics, the trash

There stood the kid from seventh grade
who swiped my lunch money twice.
Next to him was my old neighbor

who never said anything nice.

Herb, who | always thought
was rotting away in hell,

was sitting pretty on cloud nine,
looking incredibly

well.

I nudged Jesus, 'What's the deal?

| would love to hear Your take.
How'd all these sinners get up here?
God must've made a mistake.

‘And why's everyone so quiet,
so somber? Give me a clue.'
'Hush, child,’ said He, 'they're all in shock.



No one thought they'd be seeing you.'
Judge NOT.

Unquote

July 4" is Independence Day. | hope you have a blessed
celebration with families and friends. As our seevmen/women
and veterans know, “Freedom isn't free!” Make day to thank
them too.

God bless our servicemen and women, as well asftrailies,
no matter where they serve. Please bless and kéephe®se who
leave Europe to go down range.

Service to God and Country!
Pastor Ronald Moore,

Dept of France Chaplain
Home: +49-(0)6196-569026
Fax: +49-(0)6196-569027
Mobile: +49-(0)172-7417812
Email: revronmoore@yahoo.de
Rev. Ronald Moore

Department Chaplain

George Hall
Department Service Officer

Sons of The American Legion Frank Hanchak
Fellow Sons of The American Legion,

I would like to share my joy and optimism foethew
SAL year. | would like to show my gratitude to tmembership
for electing me as the next Detachment Commandsid] |
would like to; but | must instead look to the fiawiith the
disappointed eyes of a grim outlook of what | pcethie future to
be based on current trends. Let me explain...

Three Squadrons were represented at the Gbore
(With the exception of the hosting squadron, ondwid Sears of
GR-01, and John Odom from GR-07 were present). d lad®
were in attendance expressed disappointment iladkeof
support from the squadrons within the Detachmemiust say
that | personally am not too disappointed in the faut. | feel
this way because this is the trend that has eméngextent
times. We all have busy lives and we are so owerhred with
other activities that the SAL takes a back seais $hould be no
surprise. We have been heading in the same direftiicas long
as | have been a member.

A considerable amount of time, effort and moneg wa
expended on this convention. The convention coremispent
about $100 for food and another E200 for the fiediand other
expenses. Other contributions of various food itants
associated products cost another $200. The Auxiéiad other
supporters gave of their time and energy as wehénpreparation
and execution of the weekend, all of this was espdrfor only 6
people who attended the meetings!

| firmly believe that these activities should beyided
to the membership at little or no cost. In fact fees were
charged for the weekend. Had you and your famtisrated, you
could have spent almost 48 hours there; enjoyed, fgames, and
a campfire; spent the night (camping, or sleepiniié chalet);
and all for the price of the few gallons of gag tlvauld have
brought you to Schweinfurt! (You might have evenwtbe 50/50
raffle and taken your winnings home with you)! Natd for a
weekend!

There are very good reasons why the membership did
not participate. | am not interested in criticizitings lack of
participation. In fact, | feel optimistic in thatdarned that to
remain successful in the future, we must be maakste in our
expectations. | learned that the membership doesalty want
family activities. You don’t want to come to a cemtion with
your families. You don’t want to have an opportyridgr fun with
your children. For those of you with no childrerddamilies, you
don’t want to come together with fellow members ahdre
fellowship. You don’t want to contribute to the gram and share
your ideas and suggestions.

What could have happened had you and your family
attended? This was a good opportunity for SAL mesbad
their families to enjoy a FREE weekend of actigti&€here was a
camping area, a sleeping area with over a dozek beas,
horseshoes, badminton, and other activities. Thasea camp
fire (complete with Shawn’s famous bread pockeigtht); the
chalet had a kitchen, an outdoor veranda, and aepsihower
facilities. Had more families attended, much mane Would have
been shared with those who were there.

What did happen since you didn’t attend? ConnéreAs
age 5, had a wonderful time!

What will happen in the future if you don’t attéhd
Unless more participation occurs, we must greatfesback
these activities. Instead of free activities, foadd overnight
camping; we will be forced to meet at a restausant conduct
business. There will be no free food; we will bect to order
from a menu and pay as you go. There will be ncasxive will
take what is provided by the waitress and waitaff.sThere will
be no family games and other activities, we wilhdoct business
and leave at the conclusion.

| hope | am wrong! | hope the feedback | receroanf
this message will be that you want to be part gfcaving,
thriving SAL program.

Thanks to all who serve our Organization and thetly
of our community.

Frank J. Hanchak
Commander,

Detachment of France

Sons of The American Legion



Americanism Carl Hackworth

NO REPORT FOR THIS MONTH
Carl Hackworth

Americanism Chairman

Boy Scouts by David Sears (Re-Run from last month)

The American Legion Department of France and Bayu&cof
America Transatlantic Council
By Dave Sears

The Department of France has had a long term partribe
European theater with similar goals and agendafth the recen
European Command down-sizing and right sizing tivempast
two decades. We have lost a few relationshipsraslaer military
bases have closed and consolidated to the largeyeas.
However, some relationships are stronger thanwitbrthe
assistance of “homesteading” military veteransland time
Scouters residing in the European theater.

The American Legion and the Boy Scouts of Ameriasa had
long ties for nearly 90 years. Similarly, the Depeent of France
and the Transatlantic Council have share a wondesfationship
for the past 55 years.

The American Legion, at its first National Conventi
voted approval and support to the Boy Scout
movement. Since that time in 1919, The American
Legion's support of Involvement in Scouting is prt
the Legion's Americanism Program. Nationwide, 2,
Scout units are chartered to the Legion, with altot
membership of 78,087. Hundreds of other units
benefit from financial and other forms of support b
local posts.

Supporting Boy Scout activities is natural for Laghaires, who
bring their service-learned skills and experieraesgeterans to
bear to help build character and positive traitéviaung
America." Few other Post activities generate maedwill from
the community. The Scouting Program also gives dueggires
the opportunity to touch the lives of the youthoaf nation and
share with them the skills necessary to build agaton of
young people ready to do their duty to God and @gun

Based on the principle of duty to God and Couritrg, Scouting
Program serves youth, ages 6 through 21, regarafestfnic
background, creed, or physical or mental abilitycboperation
with organizations like The American Legion, Scagtbffers a
way for you and other dedicated volunteers of yoost and the
Community to bring fun, adventure, and leadershkillssto
young people, and to provide effective citizenghégining, and
personal fithess opportunities for youth.

Scouting utilizes the service-learned skills antitads of the
veteran in building character and desirable habit¥oung
America." It's a Post activity that brings publiedit and
goodwill to the Post. Legion-sponsored Scout ustitsuld be a
"must" in every Post.

The newest kid on the block, Venturing has beeagswinging
program for the past decade. Venturing is an gffecoed
young-adult program designed to improve charactgzenship,
and fitness. Venturers exercise leadership, cislzgn fitness,
social, outdoor, and community service endeavoesititing
provides a variety of challenging activities todegoung people
14 - 20 the real world meaning of values, ethieadision making,
and life skills. Venturing teaches leadership arabfem solving
skills to help youths mature into confident, sustelsadults.
Venturing crews organize around a special vocatiinterest of
the youth members. The specialty clusters includdamors,
sports, art/hobbies, youth ministry, and Sea Soguti

TheTransatlantic Council (802) of the Boy Scouts of America
was created in May 1950 to make the Scouting prograailable
to United States citizens and their dependentsdiun west-and-
central Europe, the Near East and North Africa. Bitkendaries
of the Council constantly shift due to changingitiedl alliances
and circumstances in nations where servicementatiersed.
Transatlantic Council has served nations as divesdd¢orway
and Ethiopia. In landmass, it is the largest ofdbencils of the
Boy Scouts of America.

There have been American Scouts overseas since
ralmost the inception of the movement, often for
"similar reasons as the present day. Troops existed,

until the creation of the Council, they were untier

direct service of the Boy Scouts of America.

As American families came to Europe in the earlier
stages of occupation, the Boy Scout program came
with them. But until 1950 it was a hit-and-miss
proposition. In that year, General Thomas T. Handy,
then EUCOM commander, backed the program with
an order giving logistics support to the program.
Contacts were made with the National Council, Boy
Scouts of America with the objective of establighan
local council with headquarters in Germany. Witis th
approval the Scouting program became of age in
Western Europe. In November 1950, the EUCOM
Scouting Advisory Council was formed to give
logistical support to both Boy and Girl Scoutindni§
organization, now known as the European Scouting
Fund Council and representatives of both the Army
and Air Force with the Transatlantic Council BSAdan

the North Atlantic Girl Scouts in its membership is
5



continued logistical support for American Scouting
Europe.

Transatlantic Council is administered by the
International Division of the Boy Scouts of America
with agreements with SHAPE and NATO.

Membership. Transatlantic Council members arectildren of
international business people, diplomatic corpiiafs, and U.S.
military personnel. Transatlantic serves Cub Sgacks, Boy
Scout troops, and Venturing crews in 23 countriethoee
continents.

Chartered Organizations

The chartered organizations of Transatlantic Cdung¢

units include American military bases, schools and
churches, international schools, U.S. embassies,
multinational corporations, parents' groups, vetsra
groups, and fraternal organizations.

Trail medals are issued for the hiking and cleamiup
several World War | and World War 1l sites
throughout the Council territory.

A similar part of the uniform across Europe is Wierld Crest.
All Scouts, American, German, French, Italian, BtoliSpanish,
and on, wear the World Crest patch on their uniohas a sign
of international brotherhood.

American Legion Service

The many other ways that you or your post can sy
Scouting include, monetary contributions through
Friends of Scouting campaigns, signing up to sasve
Merit Badge Counselors for the more than 100 mer
badges offered to the Boy Scouts, sponsoring a

Scouting event for your local Boy Scout Council.

Information about any of these activities can henfb
by contacting your local Boy Scout Council or your
American Legion Boy Scout Chairman. Pl

Submitted By Comrade David Sears

An article from Gilbert Wells (Reported by Stars
and Stripes)

Many military retirees living overseas want better
services

By Travis J. Tritten, Stars and Stripes
To make good on his military health care benefits,
Houtsma and his family must trek eight hours from h
home in the southern Philippines to a hospital in
Manila.

Jim
is

and
or

There, Houtsma, a retired U.S. Army first sergeant,
his family must still make out-of-pocket payments f
care but can be treated in a hospital that has bed
sheets, air-conditioning and water in the toilets.

Most importantly, Houtsma said, he can get the
paperwork in Manila he needs to apply for medical
reimbursements through Tricare, the Department of
Defense’s health care program for active-duty and
retired service members and their families.

But those reimbursements often get tangled in red t
or lost, he said.
"When | file a claim, it is nit-picked to death and
back to me three or four times," said Houtsma, who
retired from the Army in 1983 after 20 years of ser
"If | spend $3,000 or $5,000 for hospitalization, i
take a year to get the money back."
Such dissatisfaction is common among retired servic
members living overseas — at least Navy and Marine
Corps retirees — a 2007 survey reported. Many Navy

ape
sent

vice.
t might

e

and Marine retirees in Asia, Europe and elsewhere a re
unhappy with the support they get from the
DPGovernment after retirement, according to that surv ey
last year by the Secretary of the Navy's Retiree Co  uncil.
it About 41 percent of 425 overseas retirees polled sa  id
they were unsatisfied in general, the OCONUS Retire e
Survey found.
The survey marks the first time overseas retireesw  ere
surveyed as a group, according to one of the survey s
directors and the U.S. Navy Personnel Command.
continues below:
Some retirees in the Philippines, Okinawa and
mainland Japan told Stars and Stripes they feel ent itled
to benefits earned over decades of service despite not

living in the country they served.

But more than half surveyed by the Navy Department

said they never access a military base, cannot use



military postal services and are dissatisfied with dental

care.
To improve quality of life for overseas retirees,t  he U.S.
government should offer better access to services

such as health and dental care, commissaries,

exchanges and pharmacies, and eliminate postal

weight restrictions, which block many retirees from

using military post, according to survey results.

The Secretary of the Navy’s Retiree Council, which

advocates for retired sailors and Marines, was brie  fed
on the findings in April.
Health care is the biggest concern in the Philippin es,

where thousands of retirees live around former
American bases in Angeles City and Subic Bay — both
abandoned by the U.S. military since the early 1990

or in far-flung villages.

Retirees there face a lack of health care facilitie
accept military health care coverage and have no
access to mail-order pharmacies, Geoff Patrissi, a
director of the OCONUS survey, said in an e-mail to
Stripes.

Anthony Grimm, a retired Army master sergeant who
lives in Angeles City with his family, said he must
medications in the local Philippine economy because
there’s no access to the Tricare mail-order pharmac .

S_

s that

buy

The mail-order pharmacy is the "least expensive

option” outside of using a military pharmacy, accor ding
to Tricare. However, to use the mail-order pharmacy , a
retiree must have a military postal address and a
prescription from a U.S.-licensed physician — two

things hard to come by in the Philippines.

Grimm said he is not always reimbursed for the
medication bought from Filipino pharmacies.

"A lot of retirees feel like they are being shortch anged,"
he said.
Retirees said there is a lack of health care, mail access

and other services in Japan, where the U.S. militar vy
maintains bases across the county and nearly 48,000
active-duty servicemembers.

David Mizukami, a retired master chief petty office  r and
veteran of two wars who lives in Sasebo, Japan, sai d
he was forced to travel to Hawaii when his daughter
needed specialty medical treatment for a tumor.

The two spent months in Hawaii while doctors did

medical testing and, despite retiree medical covera  ge,
Mizukami had to pick up the bill for the hotel, foo  d and
a rental car, which added up to about $5,000, he sa id.

For dental service, Mizukami said, there’s no cover  age

available through the military’s provider because
Japanese dentists are not certified by the United
States. He said he must go to Japanese dentists who
routinely charge $1,500 to $3,000 for a tooth crown

"| feel like a second-class citizen. I'm an America n
citizen who fought two wars. ... | don't have what |
are the just benefits that should be [provided] to
Mizukami said.

feel
me,"

On Christmas, retirees on Okinawa feel the pinch.

It's that time of year when anyone who doesn’t have a
visa under the status of forces agreement and canno 't
get access to military postal service must take the ir
stateside-bound Christmas packages to a Japanese

post office.

The costs quickly add up to much more than what
active-duty and SOFA-status residents pay for posta  ge,
said Stanley Stewart, a retired Marine master gunne  ry
sergeant and Vietnam War veteran.

"When you go to the Japanese post office, itis abo  ut
five times what you would pay on the base," he said

Half of overseas retirees who participated in the
OCONUS survey were unable to use postal services,
mostly due to weight limits. Many bases restrict re
shipments to one pound or less, and in Japan, retir
without SOFA status are not permitted to a military
post office.

tiree
ees

Of the retirees who could use military post offices ,
more than half were dissatisfied by the service,
according to the OCONUS survey.

Paul Cassity, a retired Marine Corps gunnery sergea  nt,

said he has been frustrated with the lack of mail s ervice
since he retired to Okinawa in the 1990s.

"l cannot even mail a letter," Cassity wrote in an e-mail
to Stripes. "I have fought this for over 14 years ... that
retired folks can't use the post office, let alone geta
mail box."

Retiree survey results

Last year, the Department of the Navy asked 425

overseas military retirees how well they are suppor  ted.

Many said they were unsatisfied with services and
wanted improvements. Here's a breakdown of what the
Secretary of the Navy's Retiree Council survey foun  d:

* 41 percent were generally dissatisfied with retir  ee
support services, and among Marines, that numberwa s
51 percent

* 50 percent were unable to use postal services due  to

7



weight limits, and 53 percent of those able to use
postal services were dissatisfied

* 52 percent dissatisfied with dental clinics

* 30 percent of survey comments asked for improved
health care

* 80 percent were satisfied with commissaries, fitn
facilities and pharmacies

ess

Who are overseas retirees? Here’s who responded to
the survey:

* 72 percent are older than 50

* 41 percent live in the Philippines

* 30 percent live in Europe

* 20 percent live in Asia*

* 84 percent are married

* 35 percent are employed full time

* 50 percent never access a military base

* 25 percent go to base every day

* 58 percent live greater than 100 miles fromabas e
* 24 percent live within 10 miles of a base

* Asian countries other than the Philippines

SOURCE: 2008 OCONUS Retiree Survey

Gilbert Wells
Portugal POO1 Adjutant

Information on Legacy Run submitted by

Department Chaplain Rev. Ronald Moore

2008 Legacy Scholarship Run —
It's For Our Children — It's for Our Servicewomendcamen!
Let's do what we can to help! Yeah, let’s catch Spérit!

Greetings American Legion Family,

We talk about helping veterans and their familied we do a
good job of it. We also know that our servicemed aomen lay
their lives on the line to help and protect ouriblafrom present
and future dangers. The War against Terrorism isdosneans
won and it will take time to adequately train fasde take the
place of our troops on the ground.

That is a political issue for some, but it is adseery personal
issue for those who serve. The American Legiont$igiard for
the rights of our active duty servicemen and wonasnyell as
for the rights of our veterans. Our Past Nationam@andeer
Thomas “Tom” Bock listened to a group of bikers vgave him
another way to help our servicemen and women. Weaiv that
parents are always worried about the future of ttlgidren. We
know it from our parents, and we know how we fdm & our
own children. The goal was to set up a ScholarBhipd for the

children of fallen heroes in the War against Tesrarsince
September 11, 2001.

Then National Commander Bock called tiie_&gacy Run to the
National Convention in Salt Lake City into beingitkMittle
preparation and few public relations, The Ameritagion with
help from the American Legion Riders, was ablesise
$180,000 in a short period of time and presemt ihe National
Commander at the National Convention. The Legathyorship
Run was such a success and it created a waveeoé st
throughout The American Legion Family nationally.

| was in Salt Lake City as one of the Departmerfraince
National Convention delegates and | saw Legionsaire
motorcycles and wearing leather vests that showeticenames
and locations on the backs, as they went in andfootir
Convention Hall. | didn’t know what they were doiagan
American Legion event. Up until then, the Amerid¢agion
Riders had not yet become a program of The Amelieayion,
but that was soon to change. | talked to someasehmotorcycle
riding Legionnaires, all of whom had to be memh=rshe
American Legion Family first, either in the Legichwxiliary or
Sons of the Legion (S.A.L.), and | listened to éeltthe spirit,
dedication and belief in what they were doing.urfd myself
catching that spirit because here was a directtaénelp our
servicemen and women through their children, ifsaeziceman
or women should have to pay that ultimate sacrifice

In August last year, | got on a motorcycle one @aly morning
at Indianapolis Freeway Post 500, and roared dff @00 other
motorcycles heading for the National ConventioReno,
Nevada. National Commander Morin was riding indesar at
the head of the column. Excitement was in the @i everybody
was looking grim and serious. We had a long rideadhof us and
a lot of stops to collect donations. But most gfvae knew we
were working for a good cause. At every stop aliegway,
motorcycles and cars met us and dropped off damafiar the
National Commander. Every evening there was a &ty every
evening we had more than the day before. No loegieg
parties, just a bite to eat and a coke and themweary bones to
bed to get some rest for the long hard ride the day

If you want to get a little of the feeling of thade, follow this
link to a video that was made by The American Legitong the
way. First our National Commander talks about wiatare
doing for this fund, then you see a small clip dfatvwe did in 5
days of riding 2,100 miles.
http://legion.org/programs/legacyrun/overview

The little dog shown at the beginning of the rigart is named
Pug, his Rider is known as Pugman and they welte diothe
Run.

So you think to yourself, | don't ride a motorcyeled I’'m not a
member of the Legion Riders, so there isn't muchar do and, |
can’t be in the States anyway. But that is justabiat folks, you
don’t have to be a rider or be in the states tp.HElrn your Posts
into Donation collection points so we have cenplates to
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collect funds. Help coordinate moving donationsrfro
Department of France countries to the central ctila point in
Germany. Become part of the spirit of the Old Wisén the
Pony Express moved letters across the United Stitgsping at
Way Stations to change horses and pick up mailgatba way.
That's the way it was done in the Wild West anid the same
way we can do in Old Europe, bringing a breathreslh air into
our Posts, excite the interest of the membership maybe even
generate interest in prospective members. Whetherige a
motorcycle, sit or ride in the coach (car) or caoate from the
Post as Station Masters or Clerk, you will be péthe great
organized effort of the Department of France.

What can you do to help? Catch the spirit of tde.rBecome pal
of the necessary group of people getting donatiiams one place
to another so they can be taken to the National@ution for
delivery to the National Commander.

The check you may write from your Post is a bigatam
already. But put a can out for the Legacy ScholprBlnd at all
of your meetings and functions. Use other ideasis® donations
for these children. And remember, every littledmtints. And
remember also, we only have a month to get thoeattms to
the final collection point.

Just make sure all final donations are in checinfor US dollars,
made out to American Legion Legacy Scholarship Famadl
drawn on a U.S bank.

| will be participating in the 2008 Legacy Run imdust. | will be
carrying the donations that I receive from theextibon points
within the Department of France directly to the iNiadl
Convention and handing over your donations to tagaxal
Commander personally, for you and in your name t&\Wrour
Post name on the envelope. And you will be ridiogsas the
United States with me in spirit at least and | wilhk about the
important task you have given me to do.

| ask the Posts to send an email to meatonmoore@yahoo.de
or to the Department of France Legion Riders
atpostgrO7alr@yahoo.costating that you are ready to be a
collection point or way station. | would prefer thy@u write to
me before one of the department officers callstgoask if you
can be included in the Pony Express effort.

God bless our servicemen and women, as well asftrailies,
no matter where they serve. Please bless and kéethese who
leave Europe to go down range.

And God bless you for your service to the Departnoéfrrance.
Service to God and Country!

Ronald Moore, Dept of France Chaplain

Dept of France AL PE Coordinator

Home: +49-(0)6196-569026
Fax: +49-(0)6196-569027

Mobile: +49-(0)172-7417812

Email: revronmoore @yahoo.de

PONY EXPRESS BADGE - REAL SIZE IS 1 3/8" PIN

PONY EXPRESS MESSENGER
| do hereby swear, befare God, that
During my engagement asa
Pony Express Messenger, | will
Under all circumstances, conduct myself
Hanestly. | will b faithful to my assigned
Duties,and so direct all my acts to detiver
What has been putin my charge to the

help me God.

Please remember, only donation checks will be pared by any
messenger. No goods or other mail of any sort eaacbepted or
delivered by the messengers. All envelopes wilsligect to
opening and inspection, no exceptions.

Chaplain Rev. Ronald Moore

A Request for Assistance Tayeisha Jackson
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Department Events

Department Convention June 2008

Department Convention Ball Room June 2008

Department Convention June 2008

T"'_. .
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Department Convention June 2008

Department Convention June 2008

Department Convention June 2008 (Auxiliary)

Department Convention June 2008
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Department Convention June 2008

Department Convention June 2008

Department Convention June 2008

GRO03 Annual Post Election June 2008
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GRO06 Annual Post Elections June 2008

Finale Respects for Comrade Ed Carr member John Way
Post 79 (Heilbronn Germany) Honor Guard from K-Town
Air Force

ne
u.s.

Finale Respects for Comrade Ed Carr member John Way
Post 79 (Heilbronn Germany) Honor Guard from K-Town
Air Force

IN REMEMBERANCE OF POST EVERLASTING FOR THE
DEPARTMENT OF FRANCE 2007 - 2008

ne
u.s.
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POST HAPPENINGS

Below is a partial listing of Post and their General Membership
Meetings and dates. If you would like to attend a post meeting,
please contact the respective Commander and or the Adjutant.

GRO1: First Wednesday day of the month at Post Home
GRO3: First Thursday of the month Post Home

GRO06: Second Wednesday of the month Post Home
GRO7: First Tuesday of the month Post Home

GR13: Third Saturday of the month Post Home

GR14: Second Wednesday of the month Post Home
GR42: Third Sunday of the month Post Home

GR79: Second Saturday of the month Post Home
GR1982: Third Wednesday of the month Post Home
POO01: Third Wednesday of the month Past Com. House
IR03: First Saturday in April, first Sat. in Oct for elections

Editor’s Note:

Please support your Newsletter, send all inputs to the below listed
E-mail address. Note new suspense date for Newsletter inputs is
the 26™ of the month. Remember anyone in the Department can
submit inputs to the Department Newsletter.
americanlegion@hotmail.com

James M. Settle

Department Adjutant / Editor
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