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Department Calendar
11 November Veterans Day
11 November Veterans Day Ceremony at St. Avold

Birthdays
Carl Hale 3 November FR0O1

Manuela Brown 12 November GR42
Darrel Shannon 28 November GR79

Department Commander's Corner

. Oct was a very busy month for the Departmenhd IRECMan
Marshall attended the Fall Commanders in Indy foh 13-17.
It was a very interesting conference both | and NEBE Marshall
received lots of good information pertaining to epartment of
France. On the 18th we conducted dUrZEC in K-Town. The
2nd DEC was well conducted; however the Officerthef
Department need to provide more information inrthegas to the
body. In the future please ensure that a copy of yeports is
given to the Adjutant, and a verbal report willgieen to the
body. At present we have 14 posts made the Noveoueff
date for membership, thanks for a job well doneosehposts that
have not made your cutoffs, you are behind thetdigh, and you
need to get busy. If you are having problems withmership,
contact your Vice Commander, Membership Chairmam@de
Umland, or myself. Remember that transmittals sthdel done in
a timely manner, don’t let members’ dues set omr glask; this is
a disservice to your members. Pearl Harbor Day béee 3° is
the %75 percent cutoff date, | am sure that evesy within this
Department will try their best to meet this cutdéite. Veterans
Day is approaching very fast .l hope that your jp@ghrticipating
in a event to honor our veterans. Don't forget that3® DEC

will be held in Paris in support of their ®@nniversary in March
2009. | attuned a Retreat and a Retirement Cerertaohgnor our
Veterans, in Kaiserslautern on tH&af October. The opening
remarks were given by Major General Fontaine, Aedjuest
speaker was Department Vice Commander Gray , hesepted
his post (GR01) and this Department in a very examand
professional manner . | would like to thank ComsaRev.
Chaplain Moore and Vice Commander Hanchak for thage
with me this month to support post events. Thanksgiis
approaching very fast, if your post is having afiksaiving
Dinner, we have a lot of lonely Veterans within coammunities,
please do not forget to invite them to your evénthis way we
are taken care of those that took care of us, anfreedoms. |
would like to thank the Department, and those pibetssent
condolences to the Settle family in their momengriéve. As
always, | stress to all of you to take a few moraentt of your
busy day and say a small prayer for all of our Botd Sailors,
Airmen, and Marines, that are still in harm’s whgttthey may
return home safely to their loved ones. May Gogdlou all. | f



you are having any problems please do not hesaatentact
your Post Officers, Department VC, or myself.

For GOD and Country

Joe D. Brown

Department Commander

From the Department Adjutant:
My Fellow Legionnaires,

| hope everyone had a great time on Halloweenveare able to
support their communities, with their events. TrepBrtment will
be conducting the yearly Oratorical on 28 Febr2@§9, at a
time and place to be announced, National will candts
Oratorical 17-18 April 2009. Thanksgiving is appebing, which
begins the holiday season, if your post is havimgwent be sure
to invite those veterans in your areas, who migtetdnyour
support during the holidays. At this time | and fagnily would
like to thank the department in whole for the caadd
condolences received on the loss of my wife’s fatfibe
condolences from our extended Legion Family hekumathe our
grieve. A special thanks to Commander Brown, Réaplain
Moore, Vice Commander Hanchak, and Comrade JohmC®io
who were able to attend the funeral service. Tlwdg®u that
supply inputs to the Department Newsletter pleasel your
input toamericanlegion@hotmail.com. In closing please,
remember if you need to contact me | am just anaid-away
pisces@t-online.de Please keep those in harm’s way and the
families, not only in your thoughts but your preyes well.
James M. Settle
Department Adjutant

Department NECman’s Comments Re-Run for Info

Did you know The American Legion has a race car? See the
attached flyer to see how you can help support our Troops in Iraq
and Afghanistan, by supporting the American Legions
OPERATION FREEDOM CAR.

William Marshall

Department NECman

Vice Commander’s Corner
Vice Commander at Large Liam Kane
BEO2, DKO1, FRO1, FRO05, IR02, IR03, ITO1, GCO1, NLO1,
POO01, SP292, CHO1

NO INPUT FOR THIS MONTH
Liam Kane
Vice Commander at Large

Vice Commander Shawn Ashe
GRO05, GR06, GR30
Greetings my fellow Legionaries, Auxiliary, and S.A.L. Members
NO INPUT FOR THIS MONTH
Shawn Ashe
Department Vice Commander

GRO03, GR0O7, GR09, GR14
. First, let me start off by saying | wish everyaquod
health and spirit. We are now entering the holigegsons,
please, be safe and remember we are all legionnaire
families. To GR03, GR07, GR09, GR14, and the Legion
Riders, | want to extend my greatest appreciation,
admiration, and devotion, to my posts being onaop
everything in a timely and appropriate manner. 3ieit
and dedication in which the posts are operating is
commendable. As a new vice commander, learning my
posts, | can appreciate what | have and still iagcnOne
of the things I've learned, it's that no two Pastsa like,
they all have their dedication to duty, and theird for
fellow legionnaire, which beats second to nonalsé like
to say, on the other hand, if needing me for angthin
case of an emergency, like a legionnaire or tlasilies
are hospitalized or death in the family, pleaséfynme
either by phone or e-mail, as soon as possibleinAdan't
hesitate to contact me. Lastly, | take full respbitity as
vice Commander for all my posts. Y'all are doingmaific
job, take care and will see y'all soon.

"Robert Gray
Department Vice Commander

Vice Commander Frank Hanchak
GRO01, GR20, GR45
Following an American Legion function on Octob&} 4
travelled to Audie Murphy Post GR-30. James Deanis his
crew were at their usual top form. They servediéiséest fish
this side of the Atlantic! Commander Joe James {(@Rand Carl
Hackworth (GR-14 Adjutant) accompanied me and aljoyed
the wonderful fish fry at the Kitzingen Post HorfBy the way,
Carl is looking and feeling great after his surgery
The Department of France held our anntil 2
Department Executive Committee meeting on tHedf8ctober.
Thanks to all who were there and gave us your opsiand
suggestions. It was a constructive meeting. | limoward to
seeing many more of you at th& BEC, which will be hosted by
Paris Post 1 on March 21, 2009. Commander Geoghagan
Adjutant Canby will host a greeting ceremony ordayi, March
21% at 1600 at the Post Home in Paris. Contact yost Po
Commander or Department Vice-Commander for moraildét
Omar Bradley Post GR-42 held their annual Earltyg Bi
Dinner on October 2% Thanks to Chaplain Ron Moore for
attending. It is always great to see the Chaplathé crowd.
After the dinner, Chaplain Moore proposed that GRidst a
“Way Station” for The American Legion Riders foeth2009
Legacy Run. As part of The American Legion Ponpress
Messenger System, Omar Bradley Post GR-42 will tredp
Legion Riders raise money for this event by actie@ Pony
Express Collection Station. Details will be pubtishas the event
plans are made. All proceeds will go to the Legacholarship
Fund.

Vice Commander Robert Gray



Special thanks to USAG Schweinfurt Community
Command Sergeant Major Earnest R. Lee for atteralinigbeing
the guest speaker at the dinner. CSM Lee gavetaresting talk
about Omar Bradley from when he (Lee) was a youwhgjes.
The Post looks forward to working with CSM Lee dhd
Community in the future. (Thanks to Department Cander Jog
Brown, who recruited him, CSM Lee is our newest rhem We
are glad to have him in our American Legion Faraitgl we
welcome CSM Lee to Omar Bradley Post GR-42!

And of course... Please don't forget to honor our

Veterans on Veterans Day. Novembef fdlls on a Tuesday this

year. Contact your Post Commander and join yout othey
honor Veterans (both living and dead). If thera teremony at
your local community, make the effort to be thergour Legion
Cap! Or, visit and decorate the graves of our \éegtemwho rest in
your local areas. Veterans Day (along with Memdbiay) is one
of the best ways to honor those who served. Ifganit visit

local cemeteries or a ceremony this year, takeppertunity to
personally thank a Vet today!

NOTE: New mobile phone, and new Email address!
01714739782 frank.hanchak@gmail.com

Frank J. Hanchak
Department Vice Commander
Vice Commander Jerry Aman
GR13, GR42, GR79, GR1982, IR63
NO INPUT FOR THIS MONTH
Contact me at E-mail Address Jerrya503@aol.com or phone
number 07307-4492 or 073075752
For God and Country
Jerry Aman
Department Vice Commander

Department Chaplain Ronald Moore

Chaplain’s Page November 20(Q
Special Days/Legion EventsNative American Month;. 1t
Veterans Day; 27 Thanksgiving;

Christian Religious Days 1°t All Saint's Day; 2° All Soul's
Day; 18" Nativity Fast begins (Orth); #3 Christ the King; 38-
First Sunday of Advent; 30St Andrew’s Day

Jewish Holidays(Year 5769): None to my knowledge.
Islamic Holidays: None to my knowledge.

Please visit the church, temple, synagogue or mesfjyour
choice.

Post Everlasting reported to October 31st:

Father-in-Law of Dept Adjutant James Settle
Aunt of Dept alt NECman John Miller
Comrade Jesse Strange, GR03

Prayers for the Sick & Il

George Hall, GR-03

Shawn Ashe, GR-42

Doug Clemence, GR-06

Nola Maloney, GR-03 and Past Department Commander
John H. Miller, GR-1982 and PDC Dept Alt NECman

Phil Gatchell, GR-03

Edward Hayes, GR-03

Wife of Post GR0O3 Comrade Robert Pierce

Kenneth Grasser, GR.09

Brenda Dearborn, Dept of Maine present Americar@mair and
past chaplain

Harold M. Wild, GR-13

Ronald (Ron) Hansen, GR-06

Marlene Watson, Widow of GR-13 charter member \Afii
Watson

Paul Johnson, Dept of Wyomind ®istrict VC and Past
Chaplain

Donnie Swearengin, GR 09

Larry “Yard Dog” Ewerds, GR-07

Edwin F. Hoffman, GR-13

Robert Downs, GR-79

Brian Charters, IR-63

Michelle Gerdeman, daughter of Comrade John GerdeS8ra
GR-07

Harry Hall, GR-42

Rance Cottingham, GR-09

Carl Hackworth, GR-14

Isadore Pink, GR-07

Hal Rittenberg, GR-09, Dept Sergeant-at-Arms
Niece of Comrade Dave Mendez, GRO1

Wife of Comrade Robert Pierce, GR03

Cyndia, wife of Comrade Dan Halsey, GR0O3
Marie-Anne Godefroid, wife of Comrade Carl Hale,(HR

b

are undergoing, were undergoing or were scheduoledrfedical
treatment.

g\o other deaths or other illnesses were reportedetobut we
continue to pray for those comrades, family memberbfriends
of the Legion who have passed away or are ill.

Greetings Comrades,
Greetings Sisters and Brothers of the American dregiamily,

October was a busy month again for all of us. khau for
doing God'’s Work in caring for our veterans andrtfamilies.

I am happy that | was able to visit two of the Bastthe
Department of France last month and | have anatigit from
another one for this month. How many Posts do wehaam
looking forward to hearing from your Post soon.

My sincerest thank you to our Dept Vice Commandanéihak
and the Post Commanders and members of Post GROGR#42

November is a month of remembrance, togethernass an
thankfulness.

On November 1%, we remember the many servicemen and
women who have served our great country. Let usraisiember

those who are serving now and don't even know #reyalready
3



veterans. Buddy Poppy drives will be underway amaehyn
Veterans Day activities are planned. Let's makedbmbined
celebration and make sure every veteran gets ashake and a
pat on the back with a thank you from all of uslicof them. And
don’t forget to get your pat on the back and thamk too.

The third Thursday of the month of November is asitay of
remembrance. The pilgrims sat down with some Native
Americans and shared a meal in mutual friendship an
thankfulness. Many of us will be doing the saméwaitir families
and friends. We will be “Giving Thanks” for the magifts we
have received over the year and for the freedotwbacan enjoy
as citizens of a free and beautiful Nation.

Have a wonderful month of November. Enjoy it ancksg the
joy to others. Remember to thank God for the giftsshave
received and the love we enjoy. If you had or aérg some
bad experiences, don'’t let that take control orengbhu blind to
the actual joys and wonders around you. Sometineeseed a
reminder to make us appreciate and recognize #ssiplgs that
we do have.

God bless our servicemen and women, as well asftrailies,
no matter where they serve. Please bless and kéethese who
leave Europe to go down range.

To all of our Post Chaplains-
Please send me an email to the below address sotthean
contact you with some important information.

Service to God and Country!
Pastor Ronald Moore,

Dept of France Chaplain
Home: +49-(0)6196-569026
Fax: +49-(0)6196-569027
Mobile: +49-(0)172-7417812
Email: revronmoore@yahoo.de
Rev. Ronald Moore

Department Chaplain

George Hall

Department Service

If a retiree is eligible for both CRDP and CRSC/she may
participate in the CRSC/CRDP Open Season. Thisarmabection
will be from January 1 through January 31, 2008 ataivs the
retiree to choose which payment is preferred (f@daw states
that you can receive CRDP or CRSC; (not both)

Beginning in late December, eligible retirees Wi mailed a
CRDP/CRSC Open Season Election Form. The retiredsi®
return the form only if making a change from CRDBFCRSC or
vice versa. If the retiree prefers to keep thitgsway they are,
then do nothing, and the payment the retiree naeives will
continue uninterrupted.

To help the retiree make a more informed decigtom form will
include a comparison of the CRDP and CRSC entitteme

amounts as well as information about the collectiotions and
taxes to which each type of payment is subject.

If the retiree wants to change from CRDP to CRS@ice
versa, the form must be completed and postmarkelhbyary 31,
2008. If the form orenvelope is dated after this date, it will not be
processed and the current payments will continue.

The change in the payment will be effective thstfiusiness
day of February 2008. Due to a 30-day processingftame, the
retiree may receive their first payment on the tingsiness day of
March 2008 and a retroactive adjustment for thenmmt that
would have been paid on the first business dahriary.The
retiree’s election will remain in effect unless ngad in a
subsequent annual open season.

George Hall

Department Service Officer

Sons of The American Legion Frank Hanchak

Fellow Sons of The American Legion,

| just returned from our National Headquartersndidnapolis.
While attending the NEC meeting, | had the privileg hearing
from several past National Commanders about hovjothef
Detachment Commander is to be done. | took marasidéth
me. Some of them | will implement, others, | wilkduss with the
Detachment Officers.

| was struck with the realization that sometintes way
we do things over here in the Detachment of Framee
necessary. Other things are done for no reasot kinatw of. |
will take the best of both worlds and try to beedfective leader
with what | have learned from National and compgitrwith
what | have learned over here in the DetachmentkiNg with
the Detachment Officers, | know we will continuesgrve the
Detachment well as we have so many talented leaaeosg us!

Many of the things we do here are done because of
budget and manpower. There are Squadrons in CONia8y( of
them) that have more members than we have in diteen
Detachment. Of course, the budget will drive muttvioat we
do.

How does that affect us here? Well, we have tdkwor
smarter than our colleagues that are statesidaeeBgssity, we
are forced to do more with less. While other Detaehts are
struggling with the high cost of conducting bussiese here in
France are more comfortable with working within owans. |
thank all who are contributing their ideas and ssgigns. More
input will always be appreciated by your leaderowiake
decisions based on what you tell us.

This year, our membership theme is "The Greater
Mattoon Open" (Think Golf!). We have already contptethe
first and second holes (membership cut-off dai&®), in the
Detachment of France have passed 65%! Good jolg keéep
hitting Eagles and Birdies and stay away from tbgdys...

Special thanks to KC! Your assistance was invdtuab
and | look forward to working with you again!

4



Frank J. Hanchak
Commander,

Detachment of France

Sons of The American Legion

Americanism Carl Hackworth

NO REPORT FOR THIS MONTH
Carl Hackworth

Americanism Chairman

Membership Chairman Mike Umland
MEMBERSHIP STANDING AS OF 18 OCTOBER 2008
MEMBERSHIP TO DATE: 2474 MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP STANDING:
YEARS MEMBERSHIP

66.06% OF LAST

PERCENTAGE OF RENEWALS 62.29%

SHORTAGE ON RENEWALS: -1412 MEMBERS
DEPARTMENT MEMBERSHIP GOAL:
PRESENTLY AT 64.48% OF

GOAL

3837 MEMBERS,

NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP GOAL:
PRESENTLY AT 67.23%

3650 MEMBERS,

NEW REPORTED PUFL'S TO DATE: 10

NEW MEMBERS: 141
TOTAL POST TRANSMITTALS TRANSMITTED TO
NATIONAL: 58

DEPARTMENT MEMBERSHIP TODAY COMPARED TO
LAST YEAR AT THIS TIME.

MEMBERSHIP IS UP 458 MEMBERS WHICH IS OVER 139
HIGHER.

NEW MEMBERS BROUGHT IN COMPARED TO LAST
YEAR AT THIS TIME.
NEW MEMBERS IS UP BY 27 MEMBERS.

NATIONAL COMMANDER'S INCENTIVE PROGRAM
PROGRAM:

Any member who recruits five new members will reeea
National

Commander "Pride and Purpose” Lapel pin.

Any member who recruits five new members and refreinstate
five

current members will receive the National Commaisdé&tride
and

Purpose” Lapel pin and an American Legion Lapel pin

Information has been sent out to all Post Commanaied
Adjutants by
way of email.

THE AMERICAN LEGION BELT BUCKLE

The National Commander will award 100 Legionnaisés an
American

Legion Belt Buckle.

Every member who recruits 8 new members and subthé'
certification

form to National will have their name placed in trawing.
These belt buckles will be awarded by drawing at3pring NEC
Meeting.

There will be 20 winners drawn from each of thefregions
based on

the National Vice Commanders.

Information has been sent out on this to all Pash@anders and
Adjutants by way of email.

| HAVE LOGGED IN 238 EMAILS ON MEMBERSHIP
ISSUES FOR THE 2009 MEMBERSHIP

YEAR. 25 OF THEM REQUIRED ME TO GO TO NATIONAL
TO RESOLVE THE ISSUE.

PUFL APPLICATIONS: The Department has had aboBt&-L
applications rejected at National IT/Scan Operatibacause they
were filled out Improperly. Please make sure pigosending
them to me, that you have them filled out and gignk: is not my
responsibility to check them. | just make photoiesgor the
Department's file and forward to National.

Mike Umland

Rev. Chaplain Moore AL PE Coordinator

Here ye, Hear ye!

To all members of the Department of France Amerioagion
Family, consisting of The American Legion, The American
Legion Auxiliary and Sons of the American LegionA%..).

The American Legion Pony Express (AL PE) Messei&ystem
for the Department of France is being provisionfdiyned. We
need Stations, Way Stations and at least two mgeseassigned
from each station. The supervision of the systemmaies under
the auspices of The Department of France Commaardkthe
Department of France AL PE Coordinator, Ronald Moarho
will also be transporting donations to the Natio@ahvention as
Department of France messenger.

Post or messenger participation does not requiyduarding,
extra dues or incur costs for the Post. The Postdvact as a
collection point for donations for the 2009 Leg&yn and
ensure that those donations are received by theemger who
will be delivering the donations to the Nationaln@mander
during the National Convention. All efforts of tRests and
messengers are on a voluntary, best effort basis.



The National AL PE Messenger System was in use during
the 2007 Legacy Run for the coordinated movement of
donations to ensure that Legacy Scholarship Fund
donations were delivered to the National Commander along
the Legacy Run route or at the National Convention. It is
not a separate American Legion program but is recognized
as a tool for use by The American Legion nationally.
Outlying departments were not considered to be part of the
National plan and were not included in the setup.

Discussions were held with the National AL PE Coordinator
who has been made aware of the oversight of not including
The Department of France in the organization. He has now
included us, subject to final Department of France
Commander approval.

The plan and proposal have been made to the Department
Commander, subject to approval at a DEC. We are to set
up a provisionary system which, if proven feasible, will
become the official department organization after DEC
approval has been obtained.

Why incorporate the system in your Post?

It is a win/win situation for our Department, Posts and
indirectly for the AL Riders. It is not dependent on ALR
membership which should make it interesting for all Posts
at present, not just those who ride or have motorcycle
riders.

What is involved?

Collect funds for the 2009 Legacy Scholarship Fasd
usual.

Get at least two messengers and register youraBast
PE Collection Station with thBepartment AL PE
Coordinator, Ronald Moore at
revronmoore@yahoo.de

giving Post Name, Post full Address, Post telephone
number Post email address

and

Messenger name, contact telephone, email addrdss
city/country of residence (don't need full addre$s
messenger).

Messengers will be sent a return email confirmation

Coordinate with the Department AL PE Coordinator t

We will be collecting for the 2009 Legacy Run agaéxt year
and you can use your AL PE Status to increase yigibility
within your community. Increasing visibility shouldean
increased interest in membership in your Post andaease in
donations from outside of your Post.

What is the Legacy Scholarship Fund?
http://legion.org/programs/legacyrun/legacyschdigrs

What is the Legacy Run?
http://legion.org/programs/legacyrun/overview

How can you donate?

- Sign up as a rider or supporter.

- Coordinate with the Dept of France AL PE CoortiinaRonald
Moore, to have your donations/pledges moved taldsignated
Department of France Final Collection by July 3002

- Make an individual online donation at the legag. site

Donations for 2008 exceeded $515,000 by the er@bafention,
surpassing the $409,000 collected in 2007.

Please remember, only those Posts and messengegistered
through and with the Department of France AL PE
Coordinator, Ronald Moore, will be part of the official
Department of France System.

Rev. Chaplain Moore
Department AL PE Coordinator

Department Events National Fall Conference

National Commander with Commander Brown and NECMan
Marshall

have donation checks and pledges moved to the fina) Sl

collection point by deadline July 31, 2009. All cke
should be in U.S. $ and made payable to the Legacy
Scholarship Fund.

Please note- No other items will be transported by
messengers

That's all there is.




Comrade Hill ( National Candidate for 2009-2010) with
Commander Brown

Comrade Foster (National Candidate2010-2011) with
Commander Brown and NECMan Marshall

Comrade Haggan (Past Department Co

mmander and Family




Department 2 ™ DEC K-Town Department 2 " DEC K-Town

Department 2 " DEC in K-Town




Department 2 " DEC in K-Town GRA42 Early Bird Dinner

Guest Speaker (CSM Lee) GR42 Early Bird Dinner

GR30 Auxiliary Event




Retreat Ceremony GRO1

POST HAPPENINGS

Below is a partial listing of Post and their General Membership
Meetings and dates. If you would like to attend a post meeting,
please contact the respective Commander and or the Adjutant.

GROL1: First Wednesday day of the month at Post Home
GRO3: First Thursday of the month Post Home

GRO06: Second Wednesday of the month Post Home
GRO7: First Tuesday of the month Post Home

GR13: Third Saturday of the month Post Home

GR14: Second Wednesday of the month Post Home
GR42: Third Sunday of the month Post Home

GR79: Second Saturday of the month Post Home
GR1982: Third Wednesday of the month Post Home
POO01: Third Wednesday of the month Past Com. House
IRO3: First Saturday in April, first Sat. in Oct for elections

Editor’'s Note:

Please support your Newsletter, send all inputs to the below listed
E-mail address. Note new suspense date for Newsletter inputs is
the 26™ of the month. Remember anyone in the Department can
submit inputs to the Department Newsletter.
americanlegion@hotmail.com

James M. Settle

Department Adjutant / Editor
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