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                       Department Commander’s Corner 

                               
                                   My fellow Legion aries  
Thanks to all the all Post that went over 55% for October, 
remember 65% is November 5, If we keep going like we are now 
we will make this with ease. So don’t let up now. If you need help 
with membership, please contact either your Vice Commander or 
myself, the Membership Chairman, or the Adjutant we will be 
more than happy to help. To those of you that did a 9-11 
Ceremony I take my cap off to you for your support to this Event. 
The department is still looking for a Chairman for Boy’s State if 
you are interested please contact me. I and the Adjutant went to 
Saint Avold to reserve a conference room for the 2nd DEC, 
However the NOVTEL is under new management, and the 
conference room was not reserved. We have the Conference 
rooms for next year; however they now charge us for the use of 
the rooms, so the DEC must approve the action. After my return 
to Heilbronn I received a call from Vice Commander Hanchak 
that GR01 was conducting  A Early Bird Dinner  and would I like 
to attend, I then drove back to K-Town too late to attend the 
Dinner but was able to coordinate for the 2nd DEC in K-Town 
with PPC Young at his home. I contacted the following Post via 
phone GR03, GR05, GR06, GR07,GR09, GR13, GR14 GR30, 
GR42, GR45, GR1982, IR03 All post are doing great and moving 
forward. Hal Rittenberg is doing good and is in good spirits and 
will be released this week, George Hall was in the hospital he is 
still recuperating but doing good. Phil Gatchell is still under 
doctor’s care but in good spirits. Carl Hackworth is doing well 
and is up and running again. I visited Stuttgart 6 talked to 
Comrade Gary Miller Post Adjutant and Department Membership 
Chairman Comrade Umland, Also phoned the Oratorical 
Chairman Douglas Clemence. A date will be published for the 
Department Oratorical Finals in the near future. We have a new 
National Commander and his goal for this year is 
MEMBERSHIP. The National Commander will be visiting the 
Department of France in May 2009. I am attending the Fall 
Conference on the 11th of October in Indy, I return on the 17th of 
October and I hope to see all of you on the 18th at the DEC. 
As always, I stress to all of you to take a few moments out of 
your busy day and say a small prayer for all of our Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen, and Marines, that are still in harm’s way that 
they may return home safely to their loved ones. May God bless 
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you all. I f you are having any problems please do not hesitate to 
contact your Post Officers, Department VC, or myself.   
For GOD and Country 
Joe D. Brown 
Department Commander 
                       
                     From the Department Adjutant:   
                           My Fellow Legionnaires, 
Congratulations to those post that made %55 of their 
membership. If this trend continues we may be able to reach 
%100 before the cutoff date. The 2nd DEC is upon us and will be 
held in K-Town at GR01’s Post Home building 368 ROB. A 
reminder do not forget to ensure that your Delegates have their 
Delegations Report, without it your selected Delegates will not be 
allowed to vote. AS you know the Commander is at the Fall 
Meeting in Indianapolis, along with NECman Marshall I am sure 
they will be bringing a lot of information back with him, Hope to 
see all of you at the 2nd DEC Those of you that supply inputs to 
the Department Newsletter please send your input 
toamericanlegion@hotmail.com .  In closing please,   remember 
if you need to contact me I am just an E-mail away pisces@t-
online.de .  Please keep those in harm’s way and their families, 
not only in your thoughts but your prayers as well. 
James M. Settle 
Department Adjutant 
 
 
 
 
Department NECman’s Comments 
Did you know The American Legion has a race car? See the 
attached flyer to see how you can help support our Troops in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, by supporting the American Legions 
OPERATION FREEDOM CAR. 
William Marshall 
Department NECman 
                                
 
                           
 
                            Vice Commander’s Corner  

Vice Commander at Large Liam Kane 
BE02, DK01, FR01, FR05, IR02, IR03, IT01, GC01, NL01,     
                                PO01, SP292, CH01 
Not a lot to report this month spent most of it trying to beat off a 
bad cough and cold nearly there. I had contact with my Vice 
Commanders, and there seems to be a low in activities around the 
Department. Please use your Vice Commander, and let him know 
what’s going on  he wants to help or just to attend your functions 
please keep this in mind. I attended a Memorial in Tipperary 
Ireland to commemorate those Irishmen and women who gave 
their lives for peace since World War II ,13 served in the US 
Armed Forces I was lucky to find a new member during the 
weekends event and have signed him up. This weekend has me in 
the west of Ireland to attend three functions one a ceremony to 
unveil a headstone to an Irish born soldier whose grave was left 
unmarked for years. Thanks to the great work that IR03 is doing 
there will be a headstone for all to see from now on. The second 
function is the 50th Anniversary of the founding of IR03 Post it 
will be a great occasion and many famous people will be there to 

join  the Post Members including the other two Irish Posts IR02 
and IR63 and of course the Dept. VCAl.The third ceremony is a 
dedication of a Memorial Park to all those People from the west 
of Ireland who died in service and our President will be there to 
do the honours of officially opening the Park once again there is a 
big imput from the American Legion. Paris Post is working very 
hard to make our third DEC a huge success next Marchand Ed 
Canady will be reporting on same to us all at the upcoming 2nd 
Dec 18th Oct.  
Hope to see a big attendance at  a good and constructive DEC 
meeting  on 18th . Liam 
 
 
Liam Kane 
Vice Commander at Large 
                    
                        Vice Commander Shawn Ashe 
                            GR05, GR06, GR30 
Greetings my fellow Legionaries, Auxiliary, and S.A.L. Members 
 NO INPUT FOR THIS MONTH 
Shawn Ashe 
Department Vice Commander  
 
             Vice Commander Robert Gray 
                 GR03, GR07, GR09, GR14 
. 
NO INPUT FOR THIS MONTH 
Robert Gray 
Department Vice Commander 
 
            
           Vice Commander Frank Hanchak 
                       GR01, GR20, GR45 

Thanks to Commander Dave Mendez from Kaiserslautern Post 
GR-01.He has taken the helm at the Post and is continuing to 
build upon the successes of their past while inviting exciting new 
ideas.  It is always a pleasure to visit with the folks from K-Town.�
For those of you who remembered our lost and missing this past 
month on POW/MIA Day, thank you! I hope we will always 
remember that they may be gone…. But they must never be 
forgotten.�

NOTE: New mobile phone, and new Email address! 
0171 473 9782    frank.hanchak@gmail.com 
 
Frank J. Hanchak 
Department Vice Commander 
                              Vice Commander Jerry Aman 
                           GR13, GR42, GR79, GR1982, IR63 
NO INPUT FOR THIS MONTH 
Contact me at E-mail Address Jerrya503@aol.com or phone 
number 07307-4492 or 073075752 
  For God and Country 
Jerry Aman 
Department Vice Commander 
                
 Department Chaplain Ronald Moore  
NO INPUT FOR THIS MONTH  
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Service to God and Country! 
Pastor Ronald Moore,  
Dept of France Chaplain 
Home: +49-(0)6196-569026 
Fax: +49-(0)6196-569027 
Mobile: +49-(0)172-7417812 
Email: revronmoore@yahoo.de 
Rev. Ronald Moore 
Department Chaplain 
 
George Hall 
Department Service Officer   
 
Sons of The American Legion Frank Hanchak 
Fellow Sons of The American Legion, 
 
  Camp Euerbach. I wrote about how much fun it was for those 
attendees who participated in the program. I recall sharing those 
fun things with fellow Sons. I hope some of those memories will 
be talked about long after I’m gone. That weekend was a great 
success. The only failure will remain with those who did not share 
this weekend with their children and fellow Sons. 
 
  The 2nd Sons of The American Legion Detachment 
Executive Committee meeting was a great success for those who 
were there. I hope we continue to grow and that more Squadrons 
will share in our successes in the future. I know there will be 
many. 
 
 I talked with Squadron 01 Commander Dave Sears 
recently. He is keeping active within the post and is working on 
future squadron events with Post Commander David Mendez. 
Thanks Commander Dave for your work at Squadron 01. 
      
 Omar Bradley Squadron 42 will celebrate Halloween on 
Friday, October 31st at Squadron Commander Shawn Ashes’ 
home. Come on over and share the fun as we pass out candy and 
treats to the children of our community. Omar Bradley Squadron 
42 will also sponsor a Chess Tournament on November 1st at 
Schweinfurt Elementary School. The tourney will begin at 10:00. 
Cash prizes will be awarded to youth participants. Adults are 
welcome to attend and adult winners will be awarded certificates.  
Food and drinks will be available for purchase. 
 
      Our 3rd Detachment Executive Committee meeting will 
be on March 8, 2009 at Squadron 07 in Mannheim. See you there! 
  
Frank J. Hanchak 
Commander,  
Detachment of France 
Sons of The American Legion 
 
Americanism  Carl Hackworth  
NO REPORT FOR THIS MONTH 
Carl Hackworth 
Americanism Chairman 

 

9-11 Wreath laying Ceremony GR07 

 

9-11 Wreath laying Ceremony GR07 
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9-11 Wreath laying Ceremony GR07 

 

 

National Convention 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

National Convention 2008 

 

Department Commander and Adjutant at Saint Avold France 

 

 Gary Miller mans the grill  at a GR06 event         
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POST HAPPENINGS 

Below is a partial listing of Post and their General Membership 
Meetings and dates. If you would like to attend a post meeting, 
please contact the respective Commander and or the Adjutant. 

 
          GR01: First Wednesday day of the month at Post Home  

             GR03: First Thursday of the month Post Home 
             GR06: Second Wednesday of the month Post Home 
             GR07: First Tuesday of the month Post Home 
             GR13: Third Saturday of the month Post Home 
             GR14: Second Wednesday of the month Post Home 
             GR42: Third Sunday of the month Post Home 
             GR79: Second Saturday of the month Post Home 
             GR1982: Third Wednesday of the month Post Home 
             PO01: Third Wednesday of the month Past Com. House 
             IR03: First Saturday in April, first Sat. in Oct for elections 
 
 
 
 
Editor’s Note: 
Please support your Newsletter, send all inputs to the below listed 
E-mail address. Note new suspense date for Newsletter inputs is 
the 26th of the month. Remember anyone in the Department can 
submit inputs to the Department Newsletter. 
americanlegion@hotmail.com   
James M. Settle 
Department Adjutant / Editor 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


