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ARTICLE I.  NAME, LOCATION AND AUTHORITY 

 

Section 1.  The name of this organization shall be The American Legion Riders 

Chapter [###], Department of France, located in [CITY, Country].  

 

Section 2. This Chapter was sponsored by American Legion Post [###] through 

resolution of the membership on [DD MMM YYY]. 

 

Section 3. This Chapter is chartered by the American Legion Riders Committee of the 

Department of France. 

 

Section 4: American Legion Riders (ALR) Chapter [###] operates under such rules 

and procedures as the Department of France may establish and within the guidelines 

of resolution 19 as adopted October 14-15, 2020, and any subsequent resolutions as 

adopted at the National Executive Committee of The American Legion. 

 

Section 5: American Legion Riders (ALR) Chapter [###] also operates under the By-

Laws of American Legion Post [###]. Where a conflict may arise between AL Post 

[#] and ALR Chapter [#], AL Post [#] By-Laws takes precedence. 

 

ARTICLE II.  PURPOSE  

 

Section 1: To ensure The American Legion Riders (ALR) Chapter [###] operates by 

the Department of France rules and procedures and operate within the guidelines of 

resolution 19 as adopted October 14-15, 2020, and any subsequent resolutions as 

adopted at the National Executive Committee of The American Legion. 

 

Section 2: The American Legion Riders (ALR) is a program of The American Legion. 

Members of the ALR come from The American Legion, The Sons of the American 

Legion, and The American Legion Auxiliary, collectively "The American Legion 

Family," who share an interest in motorcycling. They can be found participating in 

parades, partaking in motorcycle events and supporting the communities in which 

they live, work, and play. The American Legion Riders, Department of France 

(hereafter Department ALR) is formed as a program of the American Legion 

Department of France: 

 

• To promote the aims and purposes of The American Legion as a family-oriented 
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motorcycling activity for members of The American Legion Family. 

• To promote and support the programs and charities of The American 

Legion. 

• To promote and support the programs and activities of The American Legion, 

Department of France. 

• To promote and support the programs and activities of Post [###]  

• To promote motorcycle safety programs and to provide a social atmosphere 

for members who share the same interest. 

• To participate in events and ceremonies which are in keeping with the aims 

and purposes of The American Legion. 

• To organize and participate in charity events helping our veterans, their 

families, and the local community. 

 

The ALR is not a motorcycle club (M/C) and does not practice M/C rules or 

regulations. There is no patching or pledging permitted. An ALR Chapter 

Member is not permitted to join the "Council of Clubs." 

 

ARTICLE III.  MEMBERSHIP 

Regular Membership 
 

Section 1: ALR Chapter [#] shall be comprised of current members in good standing 

of The American Legion, The Sons of the American Legion, or The American Legion 

Auxiliary. 

 

Section 2: A rider may not hold membership in more than one Chapter of the ALR. 

 

Section 3: Each ALR member shall establish and maintain membership by owning, 

either individually or through marriage, a motorcycle or trike registered and insured 

according to local law and the operator must have a license with proper endorsement 

 

 Section 4: Upon submission of an application for membership, the requesting 

member shall provide proof of qualifying membership with The American Legion, 

The American Legion Auxiliary and The Sons Of The American Legion and attest 

that he/she is not currently a member of any other Chapter of the ALR.  

 

Section 5: Members will be required to provide proof of renewed membership within 

their qualifying Legion organization prior to annual renewal of ALR Chapter 

membership. 
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Section 6: All applications for membership will be acted upon at the next regular 

meeting of the Chapter following the making of such application, and shall at such 

meeting be accepted, rejected or referred for further investigation and consideration, 

or as otherwise provided for in the Bylaws. 

 

Section 7: Annual Dues will be set at [$$$] and are due no later than 31 Dec of the 

preceding year. 

 

Section 7: Continued membership is authorized for those members who have given up 

motorcycle ownership due to age, illness, injury, or other reasons beyond a member's 

control assuming they were fully qualified and held membership for at least one year 

prior to giving up motorcycle ownership. [OPTIONAL] 

 

Support Membership [OPTIONAL] 

 

Section 1: Support Members must be current members in good standing of The 

American Legion, The Sons of the American Legion, or The American Legion 

Auxiliary.  

 

Section 2: Support Members may only be a Supporter of one ALR Chapter. 

 

Section 3: Support Members may only hold the Adjutant/Finance Officer and 

Chaplain positions at the Chapter level and may not hold any Department ALR 

Committee position. 

 

Section 4: Support Members have voice but not vote within the Chapter. 

 

Section 5:  Support Members are not included in total membership counts. 
 

Charter Membership: 

 

Section 1: Charter Members are anyone who joined prior to [insert date of permanent 

charter]. 

 

Section 2: All Charter Members shall be entitled to wear a gold border around their 

patch signifying that they are Charter Members. 
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Other Categories of Membership 

 

No other membership or association category is authorized. 

 

 

ARTICLE IV.  OFFICERS 

Elected Officers 

 

1. Director 

2. Assistant Director 

3. Finance Officer 

4. Road Captain/Safety Officer  

5. Chaplain 

6. Sergeant-at-Arms 

7. Historian [Optional] 

 

Appointed Officers 

 

1. Adjutant 

2. Quartermaster [optional] 

3. Safety Officer [optional] 

 

Section 1. Duties 

 

1. Director: 

a. Serves as Chief Administrative Officer of the Chapter and presides over 

all meetings. 

b. Serves as liaison to the Executive Committee of sponsoring Post. 

c. Supervises all affairs of the Chapter. 

d. Coordinates with other ALR Officers at the Chapter, Area, and 

Department level. 

e. Submits reports as required by the sponsoring Post, Area, and 

Department. 

2. Assistant Director: 

f. Perform such duties as directed by the Chapter Director. 

g. Executes the duties of the Chapter Director during his/her absence or 

disability. 
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3. Adjutant: 

h. Adjutant: 

i. Shall maintain membership records sufficient to establish: 

1. Members in good standing 

2. Eligibility to be a rider 

3. Contact Information 

4. Motorcycle license and local insurance requirements 

ii. Maintain membership records of members who are current and in 

good standing and provide an accurate roster. 

iii. Send a delinquent notice to members whose dues have lapsed and 

to those Lifetime Members who have not provided proof of 

eligibility by January 1st.  

iv. Maintains a full and accurate record of all Chapter proceedings at 

meetings. 

4. Finance Officer: 

i. Maintains accurate records of all transactions by the sponsoring 

Post's financial requirements. 

ii. Deposits funds in an assigned bank-account and disburses funds as 

approved by the Chapter or directed by the Post. 

iii. Provides financial reports to the sponsoring Post Executive 

Committee monthly. 

iv. Collect dues as required. 

5. Road Captain/Safety Officer: 

a. Responsible for organizing group rides and reporting details to the 

Adjutant. 

b. Responsible for reporting to the Adjutant the following: 

i. Date and name of the event or ride. 

ii. Names of riders on the ride. 

iii. Length of event or ride in hours and miles. 

c. Assigns additional road captains and sweeps for large groups and 

determines the safe number of riders in each group in accordance with 

local regulation. 

d. Responsible for giving a pre-ride briefing covering the route, hazards, 

and hand signals. 

e. Shall ensure all riders sign a waiver of liability before all rides. Signed 

waivers will be given to the Adjutant for filing. 

6. Safety Officer: 

i. Promote safe riding techniques and ongoing training. 
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ii. Ensure the safe operation of group rides and events and adherence 

to applicable local laws and regulations. 

7. Chaplain: 

f. Offer the invocation at the beginning and the benediction at the end of 

all meetings and Chapter functions. 

g. Visit sick and distressed members, their immediate family and fellow 

veterans, reporting to the membership their status and needs. 

h. Report the death of any Chapter members to the Director, the Area and 

Department Chairperson. 

8. Sergeant-at-Arms: 

i. Preserve order at meetings and gatherings. 

j. Assist the Road Captain in enforcing all rules of safe riding during rides, 

runs, and events. 

k. Ensure members attending ALR meetings are current members and are 

in good standing, identify any guest(s) and their business with ALR and 

make Introductions when called upon. 

l. Be responsible for the logistics and proper staging of flags and meeting 

room for all meetings and the appropriate staging of Flag Bikes and 

motorcycle during parades and escorts. 

Section 2. Election of Officers 

 

1. All elected officers of The American Legion Riders Chapter [###] serve with 

the consent of its sponsoring post. 

a. Any officer may be removed for cause by a vote of the Post Executive 

Committee 

2. The proposed slate of officers of The American Legion Riders Chapter [###] 

shall be elected annually during [Regularly Scheduled/Special Meeting] held 

during the month of [MONTH], and if approved by the post, shall hold office 

until their successors are duly installed or as otherwise provided.  

3. [Describe nomination Process] 

4. [Describe election process and whether absentee ballots are authorized] 

5. A vacancy shall exist when an officer dies, resigns, is removed from office for 

cause, is absent from the Chapter for three consecutive meetings unexcused, or 

absent for a continuous period considered detrimental to the interest of the 

Chapter by the Committee. 

 

6. All vacancies existing in the Committee or in any office of the Chapter from 

any cause other than the expiration of the term shall be filled by a majority vote 
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of the remaining members of the committee.  The person so appointed shall 

hold office for the un-expired term of the Committee member. 

 

ARTICLE V.  DISCIPLINE 

 

Section 1: Any member of the Chapter may be expelled for cause by a two-thirds vote 

of the Chapter Executive Committee after charges are preferred under oath in writing, 

and a fair trial had upon the same. 

 

Section 2: A member who has been expelled or suspended from the Chapter for any 

cause may be reinstated to membership by a two-thirds vote of the membership 

present in a Chapter meeting, and the payment of current dues for the year in which 

the reinstatement occurs. 

 

Section 3: No person who has been expelled by any other department organization 

shall be admitted to membership in the ALR without the consent of the expelling 

organization, except that where such consent has been asked for and denied by such 

organization, the applicant may then appeal to the Executive Committee of the 

Department for permission to apply for membership in the ALR, and shall be 

ineligible for membership until such permission is granted. 

 

ARTICLE VI.  FINANCES 

 

Section 1: Finances will be derived from Membership Dues, sale of approved 

merchandise and such other revenue sources as approved by the ALR General 

Membership. 

 

Section 2: Checks issued by the ALR Chapter must have the Post Finance Officer or 

his/her designee as one of the signatories on the bank account. The ALR Chapter may 

decide the other Chapter signatories on said instrument. 

 

Section 3: The ALR Chapter Finance Officer must file a financial statement detailing 

receipts and disbursements, each month with the Post Financial Officer which will be 

reported to the Post General Membership and be included in Post financial filings. 

 

Section 4: Monies raised in the name of American Legion Programs and Charities 

will be turned over to the Department ALR at the DEC occurring immediately after 

the funds are raised. 
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Section 5: Detailed financial reports will be provided to the Post and Department 

ALR Finance Officer as required. 

 

Section 6: ALR Chapter [###] may not incur any debt in the name of Post [###] 

without prior approval of the Post membership documented in the Post Memberships 

minutes. 

 

Section 7: ALR Chapter [###] is a program of Post [###] and derives its tax status 

from the post. The Chapter shall collect, retain, and disburse funds in a manner that is 

in keeping with all local, state and national laws and post procedure under which the 

sponsoring post operates. 

 

Section 8: Should ALR Chapter [###] be dissolved, suspended or revoked, all 

outstanding debts shall be expediently discharged and the remainder of all monies and 

property will be turned over to the executive committee of Post [###] for disposition. 

If the ALR Chapter is dissolved, no monies shall be distributed among Chapter 

members. 

 

Section 9: [establish annual Audit requirements in-line with sponsoring post’s 

Constitution and Bylaws] 

 

ARTICLE VII.  AMENDMENTS 

 

Any changes to this document must be forwarded to the post and Department ALR 

Adjutants and approved by the post and Department ALR Committee. 

 

ARTICLE VIII.  MEETINGS: 

Section 1: General Membership meetings will generally be held monthly on the [day 

of month] at [time]. The meeting may be moved as needed due to holidays or as 

deemed needed by the ALR Director. 

 

Section 3: 50% of officers and [#] members shall constitute a quorum.  

 

Section 4: Special meetings will be called at the discretion of the Director, the request 

of three committee members, or four ALR members. 

 

ARTICLE IX.  PATCHES AND APPAREL 
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Section 1. ALR Patches 

 

1. Only the American Legion Riders shoulder and back patch, as copyrighted and 

sold by The American Legion’s Emblem Sales division or nationally approved 

vender, is authorized for wear by members in good standing of this ALR 

chapter. 

2. In the event a Chapter member is suspended, membership revoked or status 

changes to a “member not in good standing,” said member must immediately 

cease wearing the ALR Patch until such time as said member is once again 

considered a “member in good standing.” 

3. Department standards for patches and rockers are on file with Emblem sales. 

a. Shoulder patch (4 X 5½ 3-Line and 4 X 3½ 1-Line);  

b. Back patch (8 ½ X 12 3-Line and 8 ½ X10 1-Line)  

 

i. PUFL members shall be entitled to wear two (2) gold stars one on 

either side of the word American. 

ii. Charter Members shall be entitled to wear a gold border around 

their Patch. 

iii. The three-line patches will have one top line and two bottom 

lines.  

1. Top Line: Department of France 

2. Chapter Number (Example: Chapter GR06) 

3. Middle line: City, Country (Example: Stuttgart, Germany) 

4. Lower Rockers must be in gold letters and placed below the back patch  

a. The only approved words on the lower Rocker are;  

i. Legionnaire  

ii. Veteran  

iii. Auxiliary 

iv. SAL 

v. Squadron 

5. Upper Rockers are reserved to indicate branch of service and placed above the 

back patch.  

6. Rockers Must not touch the Back Patch 

7. ALR members must ensure the appearance of their Patch in no way resemble a 

three (3) piece Patch worn by MC’s. 

 

Section 2. Riders Vest 
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ALR vests should display the integrity, principles, and values of The American 

Legion and the ALR by avoiding patches or pins with explicit or offensive 

language or images. All patches and pins of any groups displayed on the ALR 

vest shall share like values of The American Legion with regard to improving the 

lives of veterans, the military, the community and families, and these groups must 

be supportive of the principles of justice, freedom, democracy, and equality for 

all. 

1. ALR Back Patch. Centered, left to right, and attached to the back of the 

vest. 

2. US Flag patch Attached to the upper left side of the front of the vest. 

a. Nothing is permissible above the flag 

3. [Describe any other chapter specific patch requirements (e.g. POW/MIA, 

shoulder patch, etc…] 

4. Individual patches and pins are permitted;  

a. Should present a positive Image of The American Legion. 

b. Should not be degrading or derogatory to humanity or country. 

c. Should not be politically partisan. 

d. Should not indicate membership in, or support of, any MC. 

5. The Director, Post Commander, or ALR Committee members can restrict 

patches and pins that are not appropriate. 

 

Section 3. Wear of Legion Riders Regalia 

 

1. Legion Riders belonging to an officially chartered Legion Rider Chapter are 

permitted to wear the Legion vest to Department Convention, Meetings, and 

Conferences.  

2. The official uniform of the American Legion includes the 

Legion/SAL/Auxiliary cap and is to be worn at official American Legion 

functions and meetings.  

a. It is suggested that ALR members wear Dark Pants, White Shirt, 

with their Rider Vest at such events. 

3. Members WILL NOT wear any member or support patches of an MC with 

anything which contains the ALR emblem.  

4. Members WILL NOT wear any politically partisan clothing with anything that 

contains the ALR emblem.  
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ARTICLE X.  NATIONAL GUIDELINES 

 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

OF 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 

October 14-15, 2020 

Virtual 

Resolution No. 19: Updated Program Guidelines for the American Legion Riders (ALR) 

National Program 

Origin: Internal Affairs Commission 

Submitted by: Internal Affairs Commission 

 

WHEREAS, American Legion Riders (ALR) was established in 1993 as a post level activity at 

Garden City American Legion Post 396, Department of Michigan; and 

 

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 35: “American Legion Riders as a National Program,” NEC, 

October 17-18, 2007 and Resolution No. 32: “Amendment to Resolution No. 35,” NEC, May 4-

5, 2011 were guiding documents for the formation of post and department ALR programs under 

the support of the hosting posts and departments, and those guidances are combined in this 

resolution; and 

 

WHEREAS, Today there are more than 2,100 ALR chapters at the post and department levels 

whose membership consists of members of The American Legion, Sons of The American Legion 

or the American Legion Auxiliary who share a common interest in motorcycle ownership and 

pleasure riding for veterans’ causes; and 

 

WHEREAS, The ALR has expanded to more than 150,000 members, 2,100 local chapters in all 

50 domestic departments and in two foreign departments; and 

 

WHEREAS, The purpose of the ALR is to use their common interest and association to promote 

the aims and purposes of The American Legion as well as the promotion of motorcycle safety 

and awareness; and 

 

WHEREAS, Since 2014, ALR has raised approximately 1 million dollars annually for the 

American Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund while raising The American Legions brand 

awareness and penetration in their communities and promoting the American Legion Family; and 

 

WHEREAS, Membership growth in The American Legion has increased in many posts that have 

supported ALR and in some cases, these members now serve in leadership positions within The 

American Legion; and 

 

WHEREAS, Many posts and departments of The American Legion have acknowledged ALR as 

a local program and are tasked with establishing guidelines for their ALR program to follow; and 
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WHEREAS, ALR supports those serving in uniform today through participation in such 

activities as the Patriot Guard, which was founded by the Department of Kansas ALR to provide 

escorts for our fallen heroes returning from war and taking care of the needs of the families left 

behind; and 

 

WHEREAS, All ALR members shall strive to maintain the image of The American Legion, 

always upholding The American Legion name, and brand, which symbolizes the integrity and 

principles of this great organization; and 

 

WHEREAS, It is in the best interest of The American Legion through the ALR Advisory 

Committee to review and amend, from time to time, such guidelines to provide more effective 
direction to The American Legion Riders programs in order to protect the trademarked emblems 

and copyrights of The American Legion (hereinafter “Emblems”); now, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED, By The National Executive Committee of The American Legion in regular 

meeting assembled virtually on October 14-15, 2020, That all American Legion Riders 

(ALR) groups be a program supported by a post or department of The American Legion 

and shall uphold the declared principles of The American Legion as well as conform to and 

abide by the lawful regulations and decisions of the department, post or other duly 

constituted department governing body; and, be it further 

 

RESOLVED, That because The American Legion owns, controls, protects and defends The 

American Legion’s Emblems, the following guidelines are required to dictate protective 

standards over the Emblems: 

 

1. All members of the American Legion Riders shall be current members of The 

American Legion, Sons of The American Legion or American Legion Auxiliary. 

 

2. Each ALR member shall establish and maintain membership by owning, 

individually or through marriage, a motorcycle licensed and insured as required by 

state law. 

 

3. ALR programs may allow for continued membership for those members who have 

given up motorcycle ownership because of age, illness, injury, or other reasons 

outside the member’s control. 

 

4. All ALR members shall maintain the image of The American Legion and, protect 

the trademarked names and emblems, which symbolizes the integrity and principles 

of The American Legion organization. 

 

5. The American Legion Riders officers shall be called chairman, vice chairman, 

director, and/or assistant director. Commander and vice commander are not 

appropriate because the American Legion Riders is a program of a post or 

department. In order to retain the identity of the ALR as an association of 

motorcycle enthusiasts and not as a motorcycle club or biker club, the titles of 
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“president, vice president and past president/vice-president” shall no longer be 

permitted. A transition period of one year from the date of this resolution’s passage 

will be provided for departments/posts to update governing documents and to 

transition to these approved ALR leadership titles. 

 

6. The only recognized American Legion Riders emblem and logo authorized are those 

sold through The American Legion Emblem Sales. No use of rockers touching the 

ALR patch are allowed because touching the ALR patch violates the trademark 

laws protecting the ALR patch. 

 

7. ALR vests should display the integrity, principles, and values of The American 

Legion and the ALR by avoiding patches or pins with explicit or offensive language 

or images. All patches and pins of any groups displayed on the ALR vest shall share 

like values of The American Legion with regard to improving the lives of veterans, 

the military, the community and families, and these groups must be supportive of 

the principles of justice, freedom, democracy, and equality for all. 

 

8. To maintain the image of The American Legion and it’s programs, ALR members 

while wearing any American Legion Riders apparel shall not display exposed 

weapons. 

 

9. The American Legion Riders must represent the virtues, values, ethics, and morals 

of The American Legion in support of freedom, democracy, and the safety of our 

citizens. Affiliations of ALR programs with other groups and organizations that 

subscribe to the principles of and oppose our form of government by promoting 

anti-Americanism, anti-establishment, or pro-criminal culture shall not be 

permitted. 
 

10. All ALR members shall obey the motorcycle laws of their state. This includes the 

proper motorcycle license endorsement in accordance with the rider's home state. 

 

11. The sponsoring organization (post and department) will review liability insurance 

coverage to ensure that adequate coverage is available to cover the organization to 

include coverage for any specific special riding events; and, be it further 

 

RESOLVED, That The American Legion Riders programs shall abide by The American 

Legion National Constitution and National By-laws, as well as the established post and 

department directives; and, be it further 

 

RESOLVED, That The American Legion National Headquarters and the respective 

departments shall maintain general oversight of the American Legion Riders program in 

regards to proper use of the Emblems of The American Legion, The American Legion 

Riders, and The American Legion Legacy Run, and compliance with The American Legion 

National Constitution and National By-Laws; and, be it finally 
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RESOLVED, That Resolution No. 35 (NEC, Oct 2007), Subject: “American Legion Riders 

as a National Program” and Resolution No. 32 (NEC, May 2011), Subject: “Amend 

Resolution 35 (NEC, Oct 2007), Subject: American Legion Riders as a National Program” 

are hereby superseded and rescinded.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT & APPROVED BY: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XXXXX XXXXX                                               XXXXX xXXXX 

ALR Chapter [###] Director      Post [###] Commander 

 

 

 
 

XXXXX XXXXXXX        XXXXXXXXX XXXXXX     

ALR Chapter Adjutant       ALR Department Adjutant 

 

 


