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23 October 1939. Members of the Iroquois Ambulance Corps on parade at Chateau
de | a Ronce, outside Paris in Ville d
month, please join us and help support the preservation of this important WWII

history.

On parade ground at their HQ.  Drillmaster Bob Newman of Chicago is to the
far left.

Front row: Nick Joseph, Robert Judels, Stuart Donaldson, Jack Hasey, Steele
Powers.

Rear Left to right: Joe Maronna, Bill Mock, Grima Johnson, Charles Stehlin,
George fields.
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1. Paris Post 1 wins annual award: We are honored to be the
Department of France's 2024 Large Post of the Year.

2. New Memorial Iroquois Volunteer Ambulance Corps (save the
date!): Join us next month on September 15th for the
commemoration of a new memorial plague in Ville d'Avray.

3. Never Forget Rose in Normandy: New test of the Never Forget
Roses at the Normandy American Cemetery.

4. 80th Anniversary D-Day & Crossing of River Seine: Join the
festivities in Rosny-sur-Seine at the Stele of the Bridge of the
Allies for a weekend full of ceremonies and activities (Sept).

5. Baseball in France: Join U.S. Embassy Paris Defense Attaché
Colonel Chinchilla and Paris Post 1 for the annual Riley
Tournament in Orleans, France (Sept).

6. Skydiving in the Tarns: In honor of the 80th Anniversary of D-
Day, a special jump took place in the Tarns south of France.

7. 4th of July in Creuzier-le-Vieux: An annual tradition to honor
Paris Post 1's Commander George Aubrey, codename Lafayette,
and his son Norbert, codename Montcalm, for American
Independence Day.

8. Memo Tour Resistance au coeur du Bocage
Bourbonnais: Mémotour immerses you in the memory of the
Resistance in Allier during WWII in the heart of the Bocage
Bourbonnais.

9. 80th Anniversary Commandant George Aubrey in
Bététe: Special ceremony on July 18, 2024 at the site of George




Aubrey's capture and execution as a Maquis Resistance
Commandant during WWII.

10. 4th of July in Paris: Honoring the sacrifice of those before us
who ensured our freedom, American Independence

Day ceremonies at Picpus, Place des Etats-Unis, Place
Rochambeau and Pershing Hall.

11. Bastille Day (14th of July) in Paris: Remembering the fall of
the Bastille in Paris and the independence for France, special
thanks to professional photographer and Paris Post 1 Legionnaire
David Saggio for his Bastille Day photos!

12. Honoring the Marquis de Lafayette at Picpus: The American
Revolution and the Marquis de Lafayette, remembering his
sacrifice and legacy at the annual 4th of July ceremony at his

tomb at a French Revolution cemetery in east Paris.

** D-Day news Part 2 & 3 coming out soon!

1. July-August: Summer Break at Paris Post 1 (no monthly
meetings)

2. August: Liberation ceremonies & Paris Olympics in France!

3. September 11th: 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony

4. September 15th: Paris Post 1 Monthly Meeting

5. September 15th: Special event and vin d'honneur in Ville
d'Avray commemorating the Iroquois Ambulance Corps (IAC) with
a new memorial plague in honor of the volunteer

ambulance drivers of WWII.




6. September 21-22: 80th anniversary of D Day and the crossing
of the Seine river between Rosny-sur-Seine and Guernes west of
Paris for the Europeans Days of heritage 2024.

7. September 28-29: Annual Riley Baseball Tournament in
Orleans, France.
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Winner of the 2024 Large Post of the Year Award from the
Department of France

Dedicated to all members of Paris Post 1:
Legion Post, Auxiliary Unit and Sons Squadron

We are blessed to have so many volunteers who work tirelessly
for our community in France!

Your dedication and perseverance is extraordinary, thank you for
keeping the spirit of Paris Post 1 alive!

Join Paris Post 1 next month for the dedication of this new
memorial in France in honor of volunteer ambulance drivers of
WWII.

On September 15, the unveiling of a plaque honoring the
courageous drivers of 1939/40 from the American Hospital in




Paris, the American Volunteer Ambulance Corps (AVAC) and
Iroquois Ambulance Corps.

This event, at the Chateau de Ville-d'Avray, will bring together
descendants of these drivers to pay tribute to their legacy of
humanitarianism and peace.

Special thank you to maire Aline de Marcillac of Ville d'Avray,
Vice-Présidente de Grand Paris Seine Ouest, and her team for
their support and dedication to helping ensure this
commemoration and event takes place.

Mark your calendar for Sept. 15th
(more details to be announced soon)!

Des femmes et des hommes américains volontaires, dont beaucoup d'étudiants, ont sanvé la vie de
milliers de civils réfugiés et de soldats blessés durant 'exode massif vers La Rochelle, Bordeaux
et d'autres régions plus stires, en France et a I'étranger, lors de 1'invasion allemande en mai et juin 1940.

L'Iroquois Ambulance Corps, formé en 1939 au Harry’s Amcrican Bar & Paris,
avait son siege au Chateau de la Ronce. Les Troquois et 1’ American Volunteer Ambulance Corps

s
(AVAC/SSVA) étaient dirigés par ' American Legion (association d‘anciens combattants des Ehats—ETnis),

Les autres services Gtaient I American Field Service (AFS),
1'Anglo-American Ambulance Corps de Cannes et le Service d’ambulance
et de transport de 1'Hépital Américain de Paris.

Leur courage et leur altruisme sans faille face a un péril redoutable,
e réclamant rien d’autre que ’honneur de servir la France dans ses heures les plus sombres,
ne peuvent jamais étre oubliés.
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Volunteer American women and men, many of whom werce university students,
saved thousands of lives of refugee civilians and troops wounded in the massive Exodus to L.a Rochelle, Bordeaux
and other safe regions of France and overseas during Germany’s invasion in May and June 1940.

The [roquois Ambulance Corps, formed in 1939 at Harry’s American Bar in I’aris, was HQ'd at Chateau de La Ronce.
Tt and the American Volunteer Ambulance Corps (AVAC/SSVA), were led by the American Legion.
Other services were the American Field Service (AFS), the Anglo-American Ambulance Corps of Camnes,
and the Ambulance and Transport Scrvice of the American Hospital of Paris.

Their unstinting courage and altruism in the face of daunting danger,
while asking for nothing but the honor to serve France in its darkest hour,
can never be forgotten.

Support this new memorial just south of Paris by joining us on
September 15th for the commemoriation, and by donating on the




GoFundMe link below.

"Volunteer American women and men, many of whom were
university students, saved thousands of lives of refugee civilians
and troops wounded in the massive Exodus to La Rochelle,
Bordeaux and other safe regions of France and overseas during
Germany's invasion in May and June 1940.

"The Iroquois Ambulance Corps, formed in 1939 in Harry's
American Bar in Paris, was HQ'd at Chateau de La Ronce. It and
the American Volunteer Ambulance Corps (AVAC/SSVA), were
led by the American Legion. Other Services were the American
Field Service (AFS), the Anglo-American Ambulance Corps of
Cannes, and the Ambulance and Transport Service of the
American Hospital of Paris.

“Their unstinting courage and altruism in the face of daunting
danger, while asking for nothing but the honor to serve France in
its darkest hour, can never be forgotten."

Would you like to help support this new memorial?
Please click on our GoFundMe page below!

Donate: New Iroquois Ambulance Corps Memorial WWII



https://www.gofundme.com/f/new-iroquois-american-ambulance-volunteers-wwii

Special thank you to all of our volunteers who have worked
tirelessly to create this new memorial, and planning events in
September from Bordeaux to Paris.

Extraordinary work by Paris Post 1 veteran member Larry Roeder
for spearheading this preservation endeavor. Larry has family who
were volunteer ambulance drivers during WWII.

Thank you Julien Fleury, from Radio France, who has provided
extensive support in research, memorial planning and design.

Special thank you to Paris Post 1 Auxiliary Jen Harlay for writing
and preparing research/photos for a news article that will be
released in our special Iroquois Ambulance Corps newsletter

(coming out soon)!

Would you like to join us on Sept. 15th?

Please mark your calendar and sign up on our RSVP link in our
next newsletter!




News Flash: The American Battle Monuments Commission
(ABMC) in France is testing two Never Forget Rose bushes (in
photo above) at their location in Normandy to see if they will
flourish in the coastal environment.

Based on the growing results of the roses, they hope to be able to




grow more of these historic roses at their location in Normandy.

Special thank you to Executive Director for Operations Ed
Ryan for his help in having the Never Forget Roses introduced in
Normandy!
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JOURNEES EUROPEENNES DU PATRIMOINE

~80*anniversaire <

Invitation
to the 80th anniversary of D Day and the crossing of the Seine river between
Rosny sur Seine and Guernes
Europeans Days of heritage 2024

Pascal BRUSSEAUX

Mayor of Guernes

Pierre Yves DUMOULIN

Mayor of Rosny Sur Seine

Jean LECORBELLIER

Municipal councilor in charge of the culture

have the pleasure to invite you to
the celebration ceremony of D Day and the crossing of the Seine river between
Rosny Sur Seine and Guernes

On Saturday the 21st of September 2024 at 11:00 AM



On the event program

Saturday September the 21st, from 10:00 AM to 10:00 PM
-10:00 AM American flag raising ceremony at the military camp by the 79th US Infantry Division and the 91st GHPB Pipe Band in Scottish uniforms
-10:30 AM Walk in military formation to the Stele on the river’s edge
-11:00 AM Patriotic ceremony and speech at the Stele in honor of the 80th anniversary of D-day and the crossing of the Seine River between Rosny Sur Seine and Guernes
- 2:00 PM departure of the parade of vintage American military vehicles through the town streets
Distribution of flags and banners at the Oh | 41 stand from 10:00 AM
- 3:30 PM to 6:00 PM Jeep « baptism », historical walks, expositions, free visits of the reconstitution of the military camp
- 4:00 PM Presentation on the crossing between Guernes and Rosny Sur Seine at the Saint Charles Hospice
- 4:30 PM Demonstration of a germen arrest by the American army
- 6:00 PM American Flag lowering ceremaony
-8:0 PM to 10:00 PM Liberation ball with « The Swing Birds » band

Sunday September 22nd
-10:00 AM American flag raising ceremony at the military camp by the 79th US Infantry Division and the 91st GHPB Pipe Band in Scottish uniforms
-10:30 AM to 4:00 PM Jeep « baptism », histarical walks, expositions, Pipe Band demonstrations and free visits of the reconstitution of the military camp
- 2:00 PM Demonstrations of combat between the American army and the German army
-1:00 PM to 3:30 PM crossing of the river, in vintage American amphibious vehicle DUKW, between Guernes and Rosny Sur Seine
- 4:00 PM American Flag lowering ceremony and closing speech

Response required by Tuesday, September 6 at the latest, to
maeva.esnol@yille-rosny78.1r

On Saturday the 21st of September 2024 at 11:00 AM
Stele of the bridge of the allies
Chemin de halage - 78710 Rosny Sur Seine

In memory of

Lucien LACROIX

President of the Veterans Association of Rosny-sur-Seine
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In 1959, "Riley Fields," was dedicated to the memory of Captain
James D Riley in Orléans, France.

Riley's Challenge (3rd edition) will be held in September of this




year. The Red Castors have invited the US Military WarDogs
baseball team to the tournament!

U.S. Embassy Paris Defense Attaché Colonel Gabriel Chinchilla
will throw out the first pitch!

Captain Riley was a little league coach and athlete tragically killed
in 1958 when his Army bus collided with a truck on a narrow
country road in an early morning accident as he was deploying to
Lebanon.

The monument was placed so that it could be seen from the home
bases of the four diamonds of Riley Fields.

From 1959-1967, thousands of military children played on those
fields.

When the American forces left France the fields were abandoned.
Elizabeth Riley, Captain Riley's daughter, searched for the
baseball fields for a lifetime until a group of former players (now in
the late seventies and eighties) helped her determine the baseball
fields location on a French Military Base near Paris.

A forest had overtaken the fields. The monument, missing its




bronze plaque, had sunk into the ground and was covered with

vegetation. Still standing, the iron backstops were propping up

French military obstacle courses and the dugouts appeared as
leafy hollows below the trees.

Thanks to the cooperation of the French Military, the site around
the monument was cleaned up and a ceremony was held to
rededicate the field in May 2022 (photo above).

ILIE IM..IL IE

Former players came from the United States and the ceremony
was presided over by the US Army Attaché from the Paris
Embassy. A new plaque was made to replace the old one.

Among the many guests, the local baseball club, the Red Castors,

was so moved by the former baseball players who came to honor

their coach that they decided to name an annual tournament after
Elizabeth's father.

Please join us in Orleans for this historic annual baseball game!
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Special thanks to Meredith Wheeler and Cyril Prefaure for sharing
photos of their 80th anniversary commemoration of the OSS PAT
mission skydive jump in the south of France which took place last
month.

Every year Cyril and Meredith plan an ceremonies to honor our
veterans from WWII many who arrived for the first time in France
via a parachute.

Meredith is a former journalist who received a Fulbright from the
U.S. Embassy in Paris to document the history of OG PAT. She is
a longtime resident in the Tarn with a special interest in the WW2
history, and a member of the OSS Society.




Cyril is the President of the Association des Anciens Combattants
du Centre Tarn (81), and he is also a member of the OSS
Society. We thank them for their dedication to patriotic
ceremonies and events in the south of France. We are grateful for
preserving this important history in honor of WWII and many of
the OSS heroes and operations that took place in the Tarn region.
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The community gathering in Creuzier-le-Vieux near Vichy, France
at the tomb of George and Norbert Aubrey. Both George, and his
son Norbert, served honorable during World War Il in the Les

Maquis resistance group operating in the Cher department in
France.

Each year on the 4th of July, the local maire and community join
together to honor their legacy and sacrifice with a ceremony and
wreaths.




Community associations and their flag bearers attended from the
Cher Department of France where Creuzier-le-View is located.

Thank you very much to all of the flagbearers for joining the
ceremony this year!

The legacy of George, codenamed Lafayette during WWII, and
his teenage son Norbert, codenamed Montcalm, are an historic
account of heroism and bravery involving Franco-American
families who lived in France during the Nazi occupation.




A special thanks to the President of the Association France Etats-
Unis at the Chapter de Vichy, David Reid, for giving a historic
speech in honor of the 4th of July, and to honor George Aubrey
and his son Norbert.

The Association France Etats-Unis is a French independent
association founded in 1945 under the auspices of the French
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the United States Embassy in
France.

It is a non-profit association whose objective is to contribute to
better knowledge and greater mutual understanding between the
French and American people.

Would you like to read David's speech? (click link below!)



https://www.france-etatsunis.org/chapter-de-vichy/
https://www.france-etatsunis.org/chapter-de-vichy/

View/download (.pdf): David Reid's speech 4th of July Crezier-le-
Vieux

David Reid, a retired American Merchant Marine, and Michael
Clark, a retired American veteran with the United States Marines
Corps (USMC), were given the privilege of laying the first wreath
for the 4th of July ceremony in Creuzier-le-Vieux where George
and Norbert Aubrey are buried.

Both men saluted Commandante George Aubrey and his son
Norbert on behalf of the USMC and Merchant Marines. Paris Post
1 is very grateful for David and Michael's duty and dedication in
never forgetting the legacy of these heroes!



https://drive.google.com/file/d/18HuFouPmDcxiuksz6_dpV9ieheWiUzrb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18HuFouPmDcxiuksz6_dpV9ieheWiUzrb/view?usp=sharing

After the 4th of July ceremony in honor of George and Norbert
Aubrey, the community gathered for a special presentation on the

history of their resistance fighting and activities in France during
WWII.

We are very grateful for the dedication and hard work of two
individuals who have spent an extraordinary amount of time in
preserving the history and legacy of George and Norbert Aubrey:
Patrick Aleveque and Martyne Jacquemin with the Ordre
Lafayette.

It is thanks to their research and support that these history
presentations and ceremonies continue year after year. We are
truly grateful that they have preserved so much history and
research, and that they are sharing it with the community.




Born in Northampton, Mass., in 1893, George Aubrey was a
company commander in World War |, rising from Army captain to

major. He was severely wounded in the Battle of Saint Mihiel in
September 1918 and was subsequently discharged.

Soon after the armistice two months later, The American Legion
was formed in Paris. Aubrey married a French woman, Alberte
Viette, in 1919, the year the Legion was established, and they
moved to the United States where the young combat veteran
studied automotive engineering. In 1921, the Aubreys returned to
Paris where he worked for General Motors France before going
into business for himself. He joined and became active in
American Legion Post 1 in Paris, serving as post representative to
the Department Executive Committee, post chaplain, post
commander and, in 1938, as department commander.

As the Nazi regime forced its way across western Europe, Aubrey
called on Americans and The American Legion to organize a
volunteer ambulance corps, as the United States had done during
the previous world war. He also broadcast weekly radio messages
back to the United States as the Germans closed in on France.

Following his exodus from Paris, Aubrey i using the code name
ALaf ay ergahizeddmarquis fighters of the resistance,



https://www.legion.org/centennial/249419/our-wwii-story-george-aubrey-legionnaire-french-resistance-leader

provided intelligence to the Allies and assisted free French
citizens in North Africa. His teenage son, Norbert Aubrey, also
served with his father as a resistance fighter surviving WWII.

Norbert was a member of Paris Post 1.

George and Norbert are both buried in a private vault in Creuzier-

le-Vieux. George was posthumously awarded the French Croix de
|l a L®gi on doHonneur and was na
Amand-Montrond, where a street was named after him. French
citizens and American veterans continue to gather every July at
their gravesite to ensure their sacrifice is never forgotten.
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Learn More: Association France Etats-Unis Chapter in Vichy
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https://www.france-etatsunis.org/chapter-de-vichy/

On July 18, 1944, a section of the German army arrived in Bététe,
a small town in Creuse, and ambushes were set up at each
entrance to the village.

Early in the afternoon, at the junction of the roads leading to
Nouzerines and Boussac, a front-wheel drive jeep arrived without
having spotted the hidden sentries. The jeep was driven by
Commandant Aubrey, with on his right Guy Esmoingt, and in the
back "Lieutenant Ely", a Pole and a woman, all members of the
"Surcouf" resistance network in the Cher Department of France.

When the resistance fighters noticed the trap, they tried to turn
around, Esmoingt fired on the Germans, but they responded with
heavy fire, the car stopped on the side of the road.

Commander Aubrey was killed at point-blank range, not without
having been able to hide parachute plans in the ditch; Guy
Esmoingt was killed as he fled, "Lt. Ely" and the Pole managed to
escape, Madame Nicolas was taken to the Gestapo.

The two victims of this shooting, George Aubrey and Guy
Esmoingt, were buried the next day in Bététe; in 1948, the body of



https://www.anacr03.fr/georges-aubrey/

Georges Aubrey was exhumed and transported to Creuzier-le-
Vieux, in the family tomb.

George Aubrey and Guy Esmoingt's heroic actions in the service
of France will not be forgotten.

Special thanks to the Section des Anciens Combattants ACPG
and the City of Bététe for holding these annual ceremonies for
George Aubrey and Guy Esmoingt!




We also very grateful to Michael Clark and David Reid for their
dedication to attending these ceremonies. They were both
instrumental in George and Norbert Aubrey's 4th of July ceremony
in Creuzier-le-Vieux, and they also represented our American

community in Bététe at the site of George Aubrey's execution for
the July 18th annual ceremony in their honor.
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Cévémonie du 80 annivevsaine & la Stele 718 juitlet 1944

de Bététe

A l'occasion du 80°™ anniversaire
de la mort de AUBREY Georges [Pseudonyme La Fayette] ez #e ESMOINGT Guy, Marie
tués par les allemands le 18 juillet 1944.
La section des Anciens Combattants ACPG et la Municipalité de Bététe
ont I’honneur de vous convier, dans le cadre du devoir de mémoire,
a la cérémonie qui aura lieu
le jeudi 18 juillet a la Stéle des Américains a Bététe
Rassemblement a 9 h 30 au stade communal.
La cérémonie sera suivie d’un vin d’honneur

Merci de confirmer votre présence au : 05 55 80 65 69 Claude SABA-CHATELAIN
Ou par mail : anniemarceau23@jfree.fr
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Curious about the history of the Resistance Fighters who
operated in the same area as George Aubrey (codename
Lafayette) and his son Norbert Aubrey (codename Montcalm)?

Mémotour immerses you in the memory of the Resistance in



https://www.anacr03.fr/memotour/

Allier, in the heart of the Bocage Bourbonnais.

In the center of the Allier Department, the Bocage sector had
seen the development of intense Resistance activity throughout
the Second World War, a stone's throw from Vichy, the capital of

the French State and under threat from Pétain's Militia and the
occupying army.

The industrial basins of Montlugon Commentry fueled the origins
of the Resistance, well supported by the progressive fabric of the
Bourbonnais peasantry who supplemented its numbers while
providing it with essential logistical support.

Mémotour presents 14 sites on a route that illustrates the different

phases of the Resistance, from its beginnings to the Liberation
phase in the rural heart of the Allier department.

Special thanks to David Reid from the Association France Etats-
Unis for his work on this history tour honoring our resistance
fighters!

Info on Memotour (website): Association Nationale des Anciens
Combattants et Amis de la Résistance (ANACR)



https://www.anacr03.fr/memotour/
https://www.anacr03.fr/memotour/

Paris Post 1 is very thankful for the amazing ceremonies that the
16eme Arrondissement Mairie puts on every year for the 4th of
July!

This year was a special year with many attending from our
community including visitors from the USA.

A very special thank you to our youth for being flagbearers, and
representing in your Scout uniforms for the 4th of July!
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Each year the 16eme Arrondissement showcases their historic

ties to the United States of America by holding the annual 4th of

July ceremony at the Place des Etats-Unis' many memorials to
our nation's birth.

A very special thank you to Maire Jeremy Redler of the 16eme
Arrondissement, seen above giving the annual 4th of July speech,
for all of his support for our patriotic ceremonies and for our
community in France. We are very grateful for your friendship,



https://mairie16.paris.fr/pages/m-jeremy-redler-11461

and we are blessed to have you and your team of Adjoint Maires
ensuring our American history and ceremonies flourish.

Colonel Chinchilla, the head of the Defense Attache Office at the
U.S. Embassy Paris, represented the United States of America at
this historic 4th of July ceremony. Special thank you to Colonel
Chinchilla for his support of American veterans in France, and for
his dedication to preserving American history in France by giving
a speech underlining the friendship and legacy of the USA and
France.

Below you will find additional photos of the ceremony which
including many members of the community who joined us on a
very beautiful sunny 4th of July.




Paris Post 1's Legion, Auxiliary and Sons Squadron was very
thankful to participate in the 4th of July ceremonies at the
Washington and Lafayette Memorial in the Place des Etats-
Unis with many from our community

Thanks to everyone's support and participation, our first ceremony
for the 4th of July was historic and memorable!
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Special thanks to our scouts for their attendance and participation
in our 4th of July ceremony!

Photo above, Livia Léger, a Cadette from Troop 45, assisting us
with being a flagbearer for the annual 4th of July ceremony at the
Place des Etats Unis and at the ceremony at Place Rochembeau.

We are also very grateful to local scout Thomas Ravel an Eagle
Scout with Troop 112 (photo below) for being a flagbearer at our
ceremonies. We are always happy for our youth to join us and
participate in our patriotic ceremonies!




American veterans organizations were fully represented for this
years 4th of July with many from our community associations
present.

Commander Timothy Povich of Benjamin Franklin VFW Post 605
and Commander Bryan Schell of American Legion Paris Post 1
laid a wreath together in solidarity.

Video (click here): Wreath laying at Washington & Lafayette
memorial 4th of July 2024



https://youtube.com/shorts/CwkVVX45X4M?feature=share
https://youtube.com/shorts/CwkVVX45X4M?feature=share

We are grateful to have so many attend our ceremony at the

Lafayette and Washington memorial at the Place des Etats-Unis.

The next ceremony took place a short walk away at the Place
Rochambeau. In the photos below:

Maire Jeremy Redler of the 16eme Arrondissement and Catherine
Armand, Regent of the Rochambeau Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution.

Next photo, French veteran Alain Belissa, a long time member of
Paris Post 1's community and representative of the Association
des Anciens Combattants for the 16eme Arrondissement.

Final wreath laying photo, in solidarity, American veterans
Timothy Povich from VFW Post 605 and Bryan Schell from
American Legion Paris Post 1.







