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The Liberation of Paris. Text by BLANCHOT and watercolors by LEROUX. The 

Liberation of Paris in watercolors. A great page of French history captured on the 

spot by an artist. Publisher: A. Lahure. 
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1.  New American memorial in Bonlieu-sur-Roubion: In honor of 

the United States Army's 111th Engineer Combat Battalion a unit 

of the 36th Infantry Division. 

 

2.  Paris Post 1 Auxiliary Visits Landstuhl: Remembering our 

wounded warriors, thank you cards and donations go to Landstuhl 

Regional Medical Center helping our active duty soldiers and 

medical service providers. 

 

3. New Never Forget rose garden in France: New Never Forget 

rose garden 80th Liberation Day ceremony for Montargis. 

 

4. Busloup at the Allied Aviators Camp: A hideout used by the 

French resistance to recover allied airmen who survived a shoot 

down or a crash. 

 

5. Liberation Days in France: Every summer Paris Post 

1 veterans, auxiliary and sons attend liberation days in cities and 

villages throughout WWII occupied France. 

  

*** D-Day news Part 2  & 3 coming out soon! ***  

 

 

  

IMPORTANT DATES  

  

1. September 28-29: Annual Riley Baseball Tournament in 

Orleans, France (this weekend!!) 

 

2. October 19th: PP1 Monthly Meeting & Election Nominations 

 

3. November 9th: PP1 Monthly Meeting & Annual Elections 

 

4. November 11th: Armistice Day & Veterans Day (USA) 

ceremonies TBD 

 

5. December 13th: Paris Post 1 105th Anniversary Gala @ the 



 

Ecole Militaire 

  

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Battle of Bonlieu sur Roubian 
New World War II Memorial 

 

 

The United States Army's 111th Engineer Combat Battalion was a 

unit of the 36th Infantry Division. 

 
The Battalion's missions included the construction of floating 

bridges and the removal of dangers during amphibious landings. 

 
Their duties also included serving as sappers, deploying and 

deactivating explosive charges and ordinance, mapping, 
camouflage, and a wide variety of construction services to support 

frontline troops. 

 
111th Engineer Combat Battalion Motto 

ñFortis et Fidelisò  =  ñStrong and Faithfulò 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/111th_Engineer_Brigade_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/36th_Infantry_Division_(United_States)


  

 

 

In honor of the heroes of the United States Army's 111th Engineer 

Combat Battalion, a new World War II memorial was recently 
unveiled thanks to the hard work of many in France and in the 

USA. 
 

Leading the new memorial was Jeff Danby, an independent WWII 

historian and member of the Sons of The American Legion living 
in Ohio, who has authored several books including, Men of Armor: 

Beginnings, North Africa and Italy, a unique, intimate multivolume 

https://jeffdanby.com/men-of-armor-part-one/
https://jeffdanby.com/men-of-armor-part-one/


 

project chronicling the history of B Company of the 756th Tank 

Battalion.  
 

Grandson of a soldier of the 111th, Jeff worked with Hervé Revol, 

Maire of Bonlieu, Vincent Merlatti, President 
of Drome44 an association de reconstitution historique 

Drômoise in the Jura region, and retired U.S. Navy Commander 
David Bruce who leads many patriotic ceremonies for Paris Post 1 

in the south of France. The Drome44 association also represents 

the 36th Infantry Division, in conjunction with the Texas Military 
Forces Museum in Austin (see photos above and below of Jeff 

Danby, David Bruce and Vincent Merlatti with Maire of 

Bonlieu Hervé Revol. 
 

The dedication ceremony was in August, and the attendees 
included members of the local community, government, military, 

police force, firefighters and first responders. 

 

Special thank you to everyone in the village of Bonlieu for 

preserving this history with a new WWII memorial! 

  

  

http://drome44.fr/?p=34
https://texasmilitaryforcesmuseum.org/
https://texasmilitaryforcesmuseum.org/


  

  

  



  

 

 



 

 

Paris Post 1 Auxiliary visits Landstuhl 
Regional Medcial Center in Germany 

 

 

Several times each year Paris Post 1's Auxiliary travels to 

Germany to Landstuhl Regional Medical Center (LRMC) to visit 

our wounded warriors and medical staff to say: 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE! 

 
This summer was a special visit as many of our service members 

were receiving treatment after being wounded in active duty 
service. Paris Post 1's Auxiliary visits these soldiers to thank 

them, to encourage them, and to ensure they know we are here to 

support them. 
 

Our Landstuhl program wouldn't be possible without the 

generosity of our community and youth! Cards are created by 
local youth in Paris including Girl Scout USGS Troop 22. 

 
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center (LRMC), Germany, is the only 

forward-stationed medical center for U.S. & Coalition forces, 

Department of State personnel, and repatriated U.S. citizens. 
LRMC is the largest U.S. hospital outside the United States where 

it serves as the sole military medical center for more than 205,000 

beneficiaries throughout Europe, the Middle East and Africa. 

  

https://landstuhl.tricare.mil/About-Us


  



  



  

 



  



 

 

New Never Forget Rose Garden in Montargis! 

 

Every summer throughout France liberation ceremonies take 

place, this year a new Never Forget garden was planted to 

commemorate the Unknown Soldier and the 80th Anniversary of 
D-Day. 

 

Special thank you to Paris Post 1's Auxiliary for attending the 

Liberation Day ceremony in Montargis, France, and for creating a 

new Never Forget garden in honor of the Unknown Soldier. 
 

Montargis was liberated on August 23, 1944 by the 35th Infantry 

Division. The 35th landed at Omaha Beach between July 5 and 7, 
1944, and they engaged in the bloody operations of the Battle of 

the Hedges, and the liberation of Saint-Lô. 
 

In August 1944, 35th Division fought into the Mortain-Avranches 

sector. After the collapse of the Nazi front in Normandy, it crossed 
France via Orléans and Sens. 

 

Auxiliary President Ginette Crosley (middle) with her daughter 
Legionnaire Michele Crosley (right) and Auxiliary Anna Marie 

Mattson (left), thank you all for representing Paris Post 1 for 
Liberation Day in Montargis and for planting this new Never 



 

Forget garden in France! 

  

 

 

 

Before and after the Nazi occupation of Montargis, a reminder of 

the sacrifice endured to ensure a free Montargis and France. 

 

On Sunday, June 19, 1940, the first armored units entered the 

town of Montargis. There were several deadly clashes between 

German soldiers and retreating French troops. During these 
battles, many civilians also lost their lives.  

 
During the occupation, the German authorities organized 

numerous parades to show the omnipresent power of the 

Wehrmacht. Before and after photos (above and below the same 
place in Montargis) where a German detachment paraded 

in Place Mirabeau during WWII.  

  

Nazi Occupation Montargis (website in photos): Before and After  

 

https://www.materielsterrestres39-45.fr/fr/index.php/guerre-terrestre-france/261-centre/876-montargis-1940-1944
https://www.materielsterrestres39-45.fr/fr/index.php/guerre-terrestre-france/261-centre/876-montargis-1940-1944
https://www.materielsterrestres39-45.fr/fr/index.php/guerre-terrestre-france/261-centre/876-montargis-1940-1944


  

 

 

 

80th anniversary B24 ñGingerò crash in 
Schîneck 

 

A hideout used by the French resistance to recover allied airmen 

who survived a shoot down or crash. 

  
Schîneck is a commune in the Moselle department in Grand Est 



 

in north-eastern France. It is located in the Warndt Basin, and is a 

border town with Germany, wedged between Stiring-Wendel and 
Saarbrücken. 

 

The B-24 ñGingerò took off from Bungay in Suffolk, UK on a 
bombing mission over the Farben chemical works in 

Ludwigshafen during World War II. Just after bombs were 
dropped, the plane was hit by fire. 

 

One of the engines cut out, dropping the plane to 10000 feet. The 
crew set the plane on a course to avoid the nearby town of 

Schîneck and bailed out in parachutes while sustaining machine 

gun fire in the descent. Some crew died during the descent, and 
others were captured. 

 
In memory of the 446th Bomb Group crew of the B-24H "Ginger" 

that crashed in Schîneck on August 26th 1944 and in thanks to 

those that died for our freedom. 
 

Special thank you to retired Colonel Pierre Oury for his support of 

this years 80th anniversary of the B24 ñGingerò crash. He was 
joined by U.S. Consul Yvonne Gonzales and personnel from 

Ramstein Airforce Base including an honor guard (photo above). 
Please see photos below of the ceremony and wreath laying. 

  

  



  

  

 



 

 

Busloup at the Allied Aviators Camp 

 

A hideout used by the French resistance to recover allied airmen 
who survived a shoot down or crash. 

  

The village of Busloup, France established two camps with the 
help of the British Military Intelligence Section 9 (MI9) in spring 

1944 in anticipation of D-Day. From May-Aug 1944, they hid and 

successfully exfiltrated 159 airmen including Americans for 3-4 
months beginning in May 1944. 

 
This year, a stele was inaugurated in honor of these heroes, and 

a camp was reconstructed in the woods from photos taken by a 

Canadian airman at the time. 
 

Since 1962, an annual ceremony also occurs at the Stele des 

Aviateurs near Villebout not far away. 
 

 American historian and tour guide, Diana Condon, took Paris 
Post 1 veteran Pierre Oury on the trail the aviators took to the 

camp. 

 

https://www.aerosteles.net/stelefr-villebout-camp
https://www.aerosteles.net/stelefr-villebout-camp


 

Photo above with Sénateur Bernard Pillefer and Commander of 

Romorantin Air Base Colonel Sommier. 
 

Photos below of the fairground with family members of the 

rescued aviators who traveled to France for the special event and 
ceremony, and many local officials and members of the 

community. Next photo, talking to family members of one of the 
rescued US airmen. 

 

Bottom photo, Bill Bayley, whose father was a Canadian airman, 
poses next to photographs his dad took when he was at the camp 

allowing for a detailed replica to be built for this special stele 

inauguration. 

  

  



  



  

 



 

 

 

Liberation Days in France! 

 

Every summer throughout France liberation ceremonies take 
place in many vilages and cities. 

 

Special thanks to all of our Legionnaires, Auxiliary and Sons for 
representing Paris Post 1 and the American community in 

Liberation Day ceremonies! 

 

From Sucy-en-Brie to Montelimar, Paris Post 1 was honored to 

remember our service members who fought to liberate France! 

  



 

 

 

Liberation Days in Sucy-en-Brie! 

 

Special thanks to Paris Post 1 Chaplain Gary Nadoski and his 
wife Gigi for sharing photos with us of Sucy-en-Brie's liberation 

days this summer! 
 

Sucy-en-Brie had a special expo which featured WWII era 

memorabilia and vehicles. There was an art exhibit, and this year 
Gary submitted his ceramic sculpture called "First Casualty at 

Omaha Beach" at the expo. 

 
Photos below of Gary and Gigi at the expo, thank you for 

representing Paris Post 1 in your community! 

 

  



  

  



 
 

  


