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NEXUS LETTER: The importance of...

GENERAL

A letter written by a physician, connecting an event that happened in your military service with a
current diagnostic, is referred to as a “NEXUS Letter’. The NEXUS Letter is written by a doctor,
specialist, or expert and provides insight into your injury to confirm its connection to an event or injury
that occurred during your military service.

A Veteran is not required to submit a medical opinion letter, but this type of evidence can make the
difference of being awarded a favorable decision or a denial. A medical opinion can be submitted with
an initial application, during the claims process, or after an negative Compensation and Pension
exam.

SCOPE

Most denied veterans’ claims failed because of the lack of a Nexus letter altogether or the
lack of a properly written Nexus letter.

A proper Nexus letter must be as brief as possible while stating the facts and must include the
following:

“After a review of the veterans pertinent records” — (use medical and any service records
furnished by the veteran to show the event in service)

“It is my professional opinion that it is at least as likely as not” — (choose and insert the
proper degree of likelihood, see below choices)

The author must offer a rationale as to the opinion in the statement — (e.g.,” It is well
known in medical journals”)

The author must provide credentials, especially VA titles or specialties — (e.g.,
Oncologist, Hematologist, Orthopedic Surgeon, Environmental Clinician, etc.)

The degrees of likelihood, arranged in ascending order from the lesser to the greater are as
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follows, “not likely”, “at least as likely as not”, “more than likely”, “and highly likely”.

In the case of “at least as likely as not”, the veteran always receives the benefit of doubt and
therefore the outcome is considered a favorable opinion.
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GERMAN PHRASES

A Nexus letter can be written by a foreign doctor. It does not have to be translated.
Here are examples of accepted German phrases to be used by a German physician.

is most likely caused by or a result of
wird wahrscheinlich durch oder verursacht

is as least as likely as not (50/50 probability) caused by or a result of
als mindestens so haufig wie nicht (50/50 Wahrscheinlichkeit) durch oder verursacht eine Folge der

is less likely as not (less than 50/50 probability) caused by or a result of
weniger wahrscheinlich nicht (weniger als 50/50 Wahrscheinlichkeit) durch

EXAMPLE NEXUS LETTER

DATE

Reference: (Veteran’s name)

SS#

To Whom It May Concern,

| am Dr. . | am board certified to practice in my specialty. My credentials are
included. | have been asked to write a statement in support of the afore mentioned veterans
claim.

| have personally reviewed his medical history. (Name the Documents) | have also reviewed
and have noted the circumstances and events of his military service in the years

(Event or Events claimed as the cause of the condition) while he served
during his military service. (List dates of service)

Mr. is a patient under my care since (enter Date). His diagnosis is
(Name the Condition).

| am familiar with his history and have examined Mr. often while he has been
under my care. (Specify Lab Work, X-rays, Etc.)

Mr. has no other known risk factors that may have precipitated his current
condition.
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After a review of the pertinent records it is my professional opinion that it is at least as likely
as not that Mr. ’s condition is a direct result of his (Event) as due to his military
service. (Choose the degree of likelihood with which you can concur — “at least as likely as
not”, “more than likely”, or “highly likely”)

In my personal experience and in the medical literature it is known (Give a rationale).
Signed,

Dr.
(List credentials and contact information)

NOTE

It is perfectly acceptable for the veteran to write the letter on behalf of the physician and then ask the physician
to sign it.
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BEISPIEL NEXUS BRIEF
DATUM

Referenz: (Name des Veteranen)

SS #

Wen es angeht,

Ich bin Dr. . Ich bin staatlich zertifiziert, um in meinem Fachgebiet
zu praktizieren. Meine Anmeldeinformationen sind enthalten. Ich wurde gebeten,
eine Erklarung zur Unterstltzung der oben genannten Veteranen-Behauptung zu
verfassen.

Ich habe personlich seine Krankengeschichte tGberprift. (Nennen Sie die
Dokumente) Ich habe auch die Umstande und Ereignisse seines Militardienstes in
den Jahren (Ereignis oder Ereignisse, die als Grund fir den Zustand
angegeben wurden) wahrend seines Militardienstes Gberprift und notiert. (Liste
der Servicetermine)

Herr ist seit (Datum eingeben) in meiner Obhut. Seine Diagnose
lautet (Zustand benennen).
Ich kenne seine Geschichte und habe Herrn . oft untersucht,

wahrend er unter meiner Obhut war. (Spezifizieren Sie Laborarbeit,
Rontgenstrahlen usw.)

Herr . hat keine anderen bekannten Risikofaktoren, die seinen
gegenwartigen Zustand ausgeldst haben kdnnten.

Nach einer Durchsicht der einschlagigen Aufzeichnungen bin ich der beruflichen
Meinung, dass es mindestens genauso wahrscheinlich ist, dass der Zustand von
Herrn eine direkte Folge seines (Ereignisses) ist wie aufgrund
seines Militardienstes. (Wahlen Sie den Wahrscheinlichkeitsgrad, mit dem Sie

Ubereinstimmen konnen - "mindestens so wahrscheinlich wie nicht", "mehr als
wahrscheinlich" oder "sehr wahrscheinlich".)

Nach meiner persénlichen Erfahrung und in der medizinischen Literatur ist dies
bekannt (Begriinden Sie dies).

Unterzeichnet,

Dr. (Anmeldeinformationen und Kontaktinformationen auflisten)
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