
 

April 2025 www.va.gov  1 

Survivors Pension FAQ 

Table of Contents 

Survivors Pension FAQ ................................................................................................... 1 

Question 1: Am I eligible for a Survivors Pension as a surviving spouse? ................... 2 

Question 2: Am I eligible for a Survivors Pension as the child of a deceased wartime 

Veteran? ...................................................................................................................... 2 

Question 3: What wartime periods do you recognize for pension benefits? ................ 3 

Question 4: How do I apply for a Survivors Pension? .................................................. 3 

Question 5: What is the purpose of the “bright-line” net worth? ................................... 4 

Question 6: What are the benefits of establishing a 3-year look-back period for asset 

transfers? ..................................................................................................................... 4 

Question 7: What assets count toward the bright-line net worth limit to quality for a VA 

pension? ...................................................................................................................... 4 

Question 8: What is the limit for monthly/annual income? ........................................... 5 

Question 9: How is the monthly/annual income factored into the net worth? .............. 5 

Question 10: Will I need to provide VA with 3 years’ worth of bank statements or 

documentation? ........................................................................................................... 5 

Question 11: What if I have more questions? .............................................................. 5 

 

  



 

April 2025 www.va.gov  2 

This section addressed FAQs related to Survivors Pension. 

Question 1: Am I eligible for a Survivors Pension as a surviving spouse? 

Answer: You may be eligible for this benefit if you haven’t remarried after the Veteran’s 

death, and if the deceased Veteran didn’t receive a dishonorable discharge and their 

service meets at least one of these requirements. 

At least one of these must be true: 

• The Veteran entered active duty on or before September 7, 1980, and served at 

least 90 days on active military service, with at least 1 day during a covered 

wartime period, or 

• The Veteran entered active duty after September 7, 1980, and served at least 24 

months or the full period for which they were called or ordered to active duty (with 

some exceptions), with at least 1 day during a covered wartime period, or 

• The Veteran was an officer and started on active duty after October 16, 1981, 

and hadn’t previously served on active duty for at least 24 months. 

Learn more about covered wartime periods 

And this must be true for you: 

Your yearly family income and net worth meet certain limits set by Congress. Your net 

worth equals the value of everything you own (except your house, your car, and most 

home furnishings), minus any debt you owe. 

Question 2: Am I eligible for a Survivors Pension as the child of a 

deceased wartime Veteran? 

Answer: You may be eligible for this benefit if you’re unmarried and you meet at least 

one of these requirements. 

At least one of these must be true: 

• You’re under age 18, or 

• You’re under age 23 and attending a VA-approved school, or 

• You’re unable to care for yourself due to a disability that happened before age 18 

  

https://www.va.gov/family-and-caregiver-benefits/survivor-compensation/survivors-pension/#what-wartime-periods-do-you-re
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Question 3: What wartime periods do you recognize for pension benefits? 

Answer: Under current law, we recognize these wartime periods to decide eligibility for 

pension benefits: 

• Mexican Border period (May 9, 1916, to April 5, 1917, for Veterans who served in 

Mexico, on its borders, or in adjacent waters) 

• World War I (April 6, 1917, to November 11, 1918) 

• World War II (December 7, 1941, to December 31, 1946) 

• Korean conflict (June 27, 1950, to January 31, 1955) 

• Vietnam War era for Veterans who served in the Republic of 

Vietnam (November 1, 1955, to May 7, 1975) 

• Vietnam War era for Veterans who served outside the Republic of 

Vietnam (August 5, 1964, to May 7, 1975) 

• Gulf War (August 2, 1990, through a future date to be set by law or presidential 

proclamation) 

Question 4: How do I apply for a Survivors Pension? 

Answer: You can apply in any of these 4 ways: 

• Option 1: With the help of a trained professional 

You can work with an accredited attorney, claims agent, or Veterans Service 

Organization (VSO) representative to get help applying for Survivors Pension 

benefits. Get help filling out an application 

• Option 2: Online 

Use the QuickSubmit tool through AccessVA to upload your form online. Go to 

AccessVA to use QuickSubmit 

• Option 3: By mail 

Fill out an Application for DIC, Death Pension, and/or Accrued Benefits (VA 

Form 21P-534EZ). Get VA Form 21P-534EZ to download 

Mail your completed application to this address: 

Department of Veterans Affairs 

Pension Intake Center 

PO Box 5365 

Janesville, WI 53547-5365 

https://www.va.gov/get-help-from-accredited-representative
https://eauth.va.gov/accessva/?cspSelectFor=quicksubmit
https://eauth.va.gov/accessva/?cspSelectFor=quicksubmit
https://www.va.gov/find-forms/about-form-21p-534ez
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• Option 4: In person 

Bring your application to a VA regional office near you (Find a VA 

regional office near you) 

Learn about the evidence you’ll need to support your claim 

Question 5: What is the purpose of the “bright-line” net worth? 

Answer: To eliminate inconsistent and often unfair net worth decisions, VA established 

a clear or bright-line net worth limit a claimant may have and still qualify for pension. 

This is based on the Community Spouse Resource Allowance (CSRA) net worth 

standards. 

Question 6: What are the benefits of establishing a 3-year look-back 

period for asset transfers? 

Answer: The 3-year look-back period helps VA to identify any asset transfers that 

occurred prior to a claimant’s application for pension.  VA will review the terms and 

conditions of asset transfers made during the look-back period to determine whether the 

transfer constituted transfer of a covered asset. 

This rule ensures that VA maintains the integrity of the program and only those truly in 

need qualify for the benefit. 

Question 7: What assets count toward the bright-line net worth limit to 

quality for a VA pension? 

Answer: While there are exceptions, the more common countable and non-countable 

assets are: 

Countable (Non-Exempt) Assets: 

Countable assets are those that can easily be converted to cash and be used to pay for 

long-term care. (e.g., cash, certificates of deposit, stocks, bonds, and vacation 

properties.) 

Non-Countable (Exempt) Assets: 

Several assets may be considered exempt and are not included in the net worth 

calculation (e.g., primary home, household furniture and appliances, clothing, a primary 

automobile,  irrevocable (it cannot be changed or cancelled) funeral and burial trusts, 

and life insurance policies with a total face value under a certain amount (generally 

$1,500). 

https://www.va.gov/find-locations/?facilityType=benefits
https://www.va.gov/find-locations/?facilityType=benefits
https://www.va.gov/resources/evidence-to-support-va-pension-dic-or-accrued-benefits-claims
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Question 8: What is the limit for monthly/annual income? 

Answer: The annual income limit varies based on a beneficiary’s level of disability and 

the number of dependents they have. 

The maximum annual pension rate (MAPR) tables (Current Pension Rates For 

Veterans) provide a breakdown of the maximum income limits for pension eligibility. 

VA utilizes qualifying medical expenses as a means of reducing claimant’s reported 

income. 

Question 9: How is the monthly/annual income factored into the net worth? 

Answer: The annual income for VA purposes (IVAP) is added to a claimant’s assets to 

determine if they are within the net worth limit. Qualifying and continuing medical 

expenses may be used to reduce income. 

Question 10: Will I need to provide VA with 3 years’ worth of bank 

statements or documentation? 

Answer: VA generally will not require 3 years’ worth of documentation from claimants 

but will only require additional documentation in some instances. 

VA will use benefit applications and matching programs with other government agencies 

to determine whether an asset transfer constituted transfer of a covered asset. 

Question 11: What if I have more questions? 

Answer: For more information call 1-800-827-1000. 

(Hearing Impaired TDD line 711). 

If you need an interpreter: Call 800-698-2411 and select 0. 

www.va.gov  

http://www.va.gov/
https://www.va.gov/pension/veterans-pension-rates/
https://www.va.gov/pension/veterans-pension-rates/
tel:+18008271000
tel:711
tel:+18006982411
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